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eousness with the text: 

 “But let justice roll on like a river, 
and righteousness like a never-failing 
stream.”  

It is a beautiful word picture, one 
that often conjures up visions of 
gentle creeks, soft murmuring rivu-
lets of water that ebbs and flows 
over rocks and moves on.  But I’m 
not so sure that this is what God had 
in mind when it comes to justice and 
mercy “rolling” over us like a river.  
Water has incredible force and pow-
er  associated with it. 

As a child, my family drove all over 
the United States on summer vaca-
tions.  We would often hit the tourist 
areas, but we also had a penchant 
for the natural beauty of parks on 
our travels.  One spot that I was in 
awe of was the Grand Canyon.  It 
was so deep, and so colorful, that I 
wanted to go to the bottom of it on 
a mule, but time did not allow for 
this.  It amazed me that it was the 
water of the Colorado River that had 
dug much of the ”trench” that is the 
Canyon.   

The mental picture of rushing water 

Water washed and Spirit led. 
United Methodism is a rather unique 
denomination.  February was black his-
tory month and in March we began our 
spiritual journey of reflection and re-
pentance during Lent. Part of this re-
flection was the study of Imagine no 
Racism.  This month we have Holy 
Week with the events of the Passion, 
the confusion of the crucifixion, and joy 
of the Resurrection.   May brings the 
National Day of Prayer, and in June we 
celebrate Peace With Justice Sunday.  
In Methodism we have a strong compo-
nent of social justice built right into the 
very fabric of our identity.    This was 
one of the things that drew me to be-
come a Methodist, the social ethics 
component of our belief system.  It is 
part of who we are, and… it is biblical.  

Amos 5:21 speaks of justice and right-



and the power found within it, water that could 
mold the very land, has become a spiritual met-
aphor for expressing God’s mercy for me.  It al-
so speaks to me of justice by a holy God.  In 
Psalm 23 we have the image of being led 
“beside the still waters”, but God is not always 
gentle with us and the still waters can become 
a torrent, a  picture of power used for redemp-
tive grace and love.   

In some ways power has gotten a bad rap.  It is 
by definition filled with energy and determina-
tion, with force that causes change and a 
cleansing effect of all that encounters it.  The 
Grand Canyon was cut deeply not by a gentle 
stream but by the force of power.  As a Chris-
tian, I have come to understand that I want 
God’s mercy, justice and grace to be just like 
that… to be a force that flows with such author-
ity that it is impossible to resist it.  It has be-
come my desire to not only be cleansed and 
wiped clean by the symbol of water, but to have 
it change who I am, to influence how I live, 
shaping my heart as a person fully redeemed by 
our Holy God’s grace.   

And so my friends, what kind of power do you 
ascribe to?  Will you embrace the power of re-
demptive grace?  Will you be cleansed of all un-
righteousness?  Something to think about this 
month.  Until we meet again have a healthy and 
reflective April. 

Blessings and Peace, 
Pastor Sue     

A Note from Don & Janet... 
 

Dear Friends,  

Greetings from Florida. This will be our last letter 
from the Sunshine State as the sale of our home 
here will be complete tomorrow and we begin the 
trek north. One of our thank you prayers this morn-
ing was that we would never again have to pack 
and unpack every 6 months.  Right now the boxes 
and suitcases are lined up at the door to be loaded 
in the car. 

The state of the world right now is in such turmoil 
and again we see oppressors and evil causing de-
struction and crushing innocent people.  It is such a 
heartache for all of us to see in vivid detail the car-
nage. Our prayers go out to all who are suffering 
anywhere in the world but especially in Ukraine, 
and even in Russia where many there are protesting 
decisions by their government. 

But ever since the reign of Jesus, our King there 
have been His followers that fed the hungry, provid-
ed asylum to refugees, treated the injured and sic, 
and so many other deeds of kindness and relief for 
suffering people.  

And the ministry of prayer has been brought to the 
front stage during this perilous time. 

A simple prayer that we said with our children in 
their early years has been our prayer during this 
time.  Good morning, dear God. This is your day, I 
am your child, Show me your way. 

His is a way of love, mercy, forgiveness, compas-
sion, and so much more. His way is not just 
thoughts and words, but actions that demonstrate 
our caring to everyone in our circle of influence. 

Jesus commanded not only that we love God with 
all our heart and soul but that we love our neighbor 
as our self. 

O Lord, keep us open to your Holy Spirit so that we 
can LOVE EVERY PERSON with your love. May we 
she your light and hope as we follow you.  

The Lord bless you and keep you and make His 
face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you and 
give you peace. Amen  Love, Don and Janet 

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge


Pysanky: Ukrainian Easter Eggs 
 

The start of spring means that Easter is on the 
horizon, which for many people means one 
thing—it's time to start decorating eggs. But did 
you know that in Ukraine, Easter egg decorating 
is an important art form that dates back centu-
ries? Known as pysanky, these Ukrainian Easter 
eggs are decorated using the wax-resist (batik) 
method. Covered in stunning motifs often taken 
from Slavic folk art, you'll also find these decorat-
ed eggs in many parts of eastern Europe. 

Creating these precious eggs takes focus and 
attention to detail, but the results are stunning 
works of art that are traditionally given as gifts to 
family members and community leaders. In 
fact, pysanka is so important to the culture that 
it's thought that it was even produced in prehis-
toric Ukraine. Archaeologists have found decorat-
ed ceramic eggs to back up this theory and, ac-
cording to folklore, pysanky can help ward off evil 
from overtaking the world. Later, this blended 
with Christian beliefs, though many people still 
feel that the decorative eggs work to scare off 
bad spirits from the home. 

For many families, creating pysanky is an im-
portant cultural ritual that brings them together 
each Easter. It's the perfect creative project for 
all ages, so whether you want to pay homage to 
your Slavic heritage or simply take your Easter 
eggs to a new level, 
why not give it a try? 
Many community 
organizations also 
run workshops on 
how to decorate 
Ukrainian Easter 
eggs or you can try 
an online pysanky 
class. 

New Endowment Created 
Thanks to those who have 

gone before us, Christ First 

has a wonderful endow-

ment fund.  There are 14 

different endowments each 

with a specific designated 

purpose for the income gen-

erated.  The Advisory Coun-

cil established the 14th endowment at a February 

meeting.  It is called “Current Expense Budget”.  

The purpose of creating this endowment is to 

generate income to support the current expense 

budget.  Our present congregation is not able to 

support the total budget without some additional 

funding.  The start up monies for this endowment 

have come from available funds from a couple 

other endowments.   Members and friends are 

invited to consider a gift to this endowment when 

making their estate plans.  Bequests to the church 

are what have given us this entire endowment 

fund.  Thank you for considering a gift to the 

church through your will. 

Prayer 
“Lord of the church: We pray for members of this 
church who seem to have forgotten that they are 
members. While praying for them, keep us from 
being judgmental or smug. Move us, rather, to 
ask ourselves, probingly, ‘Are we perhaps re-
sponsible for their absence? Have we been negli-
gent in our ministry to them?  Have we failed, in 
whatever measure, to be a truly caring, nurturing 
community for them?’ 

“Cause your spirit so to work both in them and in 
us that they may be moved to return to our wor-
ship and our shared life. Then help us together, 
as your church in this place, to be a showcase of 
what life and community can be like when you 
are in control. We offer this prayer in your pow-
erful name. Amen.” 



What to expect at a Passover Seder—Rabbi Debbie Stiel  

WHAT'S A SEDER? 

The seder, a festive holiday meal, actually 
means "order." It is called this because the 
meal is done in a certain order which takes us 
from slavery to freedom. The Haggadah - which 
means "the telling" – is the book used at the 
Passover seder. The Haggadah explains  the 
foods on the seder plate, recounts 
the highlights of the Exodus, and includes 
songs, prayers, questions, and vignettes. 

HOW SERIOUS IS THIS? 

Seders are meant to be low-key and fun. Ques-
tions are welcome and a lighthearted spirit is in 
order. After all, we are celebrating that we're 
not slaves anymore! At the seder, we can re-
joice, take our time, and ponder the questions 
of freedom and service to God. Many people 
recline at the seder to celebrate being free.  

WHY IS THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT SO IM-
PORTANT FOR JEWS? 

Because of the Exodus, the idea of enslave-
ment formed a permanent impression on our 
collective consciousness. This, coupled with 
continuing admonitions in the Bible to take 
care of the less fortunate, has led us to be a 
people perennially concerned with world injus-
tices and the disenfranchised. 

The Exodus is our archetypal story of God as 
Deliverer and Redeemer. Here we learn that 
injustices can be fought and that we can draw 
strength from God. 

With this expulsion from Egypt we became a 
people (no longer just a family group) on a 
symbolic as well as physical journey. Here we 
start our journey to Sinai where we will receive 
the Ten Commandments. We leave Egypt to 
serve God and to head toward the Promised 
Land. 

WHAT SHOULD I BRING? 

Ask your hosts what you can bring for the se-

der, or for the dinner. Your host might ask 
you to bring the hard boiled eggs, the kosher 
horseradish, a vegetable dish, grape juice or 
kosher-for-Passover wine. If they don't speci-
fy what to bring, it is still nice to bring kosher-
for-Passover candy or chocolates (found in 
many grocery stores at this time of year), 
flowers, or wine (the bottle must say it is ko-
sher for Passover). Remember, if you are pre-
paring a dish, it cannot contain 
any chametz or it must say on the box that it 
is "kosher for Passover." 

WHAT DO I SAY WHEN I ARRIVE? 

You can say "Gut yontif" (Good Holy Day), 
"Happy Passover," or "Chag Sameach" (Happy 
Festival). 

WHAT'S ON THE BIG PLATE? 

You will see the seder plate with the symbolic 
foods, and three matzot (plural of matzah) 
wrapped up together. There are several ex-
planations for the three matzot the simplest 
is that two matzot are reminders of the dou-
ble amount of manna that Jews in the desert 
collected on Shabbat and holidays, and one 
matzah is used for the breaking of the matzah 
in the seder. 

WHOSE WINE CUP IS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
TABLE? 

There will be a cup of wine that is filled for 
Elijah the prophet. There is a tradition that 
Elijah visits every Jewish home on Passover to 
witness the celebration, and perhaps to bring 
us this time into a messianic age (a time of 
peace and freedom for all). 

Two more recent customs include Miriam's 
Cup, a glass of water on the table that re-
minds us of Miriam's well, which traveled 
with the Israelites in the desert, and  putting 
an orange on the seder plate, among others. 

WHAT'S GOING ON? 

Usually, one person acts as the leader of the 

https://www.reformjudaism.org/glossary/haggadah
https://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover/learn-about-passover-seder-plate
https://www.reformjudaism.org/story-passover-greatest-escape
https://www.reformjudaism.org/song-playlists-your-passover-seder
https://www.reformjudaism.org/song-playlists-your-passover-seder
https://www.reformjudaism.org/glossary/chametz
https://www.reformjudaism.org/glossary/chag-sameach
https://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover/learn-about-passover-seder-plate
https://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover/learn-about-passover-seder-plate
https://www.reformjudaism.org/glossary/matzah
https://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/shabbat
https://www.reformjudaism.org/miriams-cup-supplemental-reading-passover-haggadah
https://www.reformjudaism.org/miriams-cup-supplemental-reading-passover-haggadah
https://www.reformjudaism.org/8-modern-additions-seder-plate
https://www.reformjudaism.org/8-modern-additions-seder-plate


seder. This person will usually ask people to 
read various parts of the Haggadah, which is 
written to take us through the  seder in the prop-
er order. You don't have to memorize anything 
ahead of time. Just remember that four cups of 
wine (or grape juice) will be drunk to remind us 
of the four promises of redemption in Exodus 
6:6-7. You can drink just a little each time!  

HOW ABOUT A PREVIEW?  

Here's the basic order of most seders:  

 Kadesh: The Kiddush blessing marking the ho-
liness of this day and candles are lit, too, to 
mark the beginning of the holiday. When 
the seder falls on a Friday night, this Kiddush 
is recited for Passover and Shabbat. When 
the seder falls on a Saturday night, we contin-
ue with a special version of Havdalah. 

 Urchatz: A ritual washing of the hands (not 
found in some Reform Hagaddot) 

 Karpas: Eating a vegetable (often parsley) 
dipped in saltwater; with this step we com-
bine the hopefulness of spring (represented 
by the vegetable) with the tears of slavery 
(the salt water). 

 Yachatz: Breaking of the middle matzah; we 
remember the brokenness that slavery repre-
sents. 

 Maggid: The telling of the story of the Exo-
dus from Egypt. This story begins with the 
youngest person at the seder asking the  Four 
Questions (Mah Nishtanah). These questions 
provide the impetus for telling why this night 
is different from all other nights. 

 Rachtzah: Washing of the hands a second 
time, done with a blessing since you are go-
ing to eat more substantial food  

 Motzi: Recitation of the blessing before 
eating (leavened or unleavened) bread  

 Matzah: A special blessing said before eating 
matzah at the seder 

 Maror: Eating the bitter herbs to taste the 
bitterness of slavery 

 Korech: Eating a sandwich of matzah and 
bitter herbs in fulfillment of Numbers 9:11. 
Then we eat a sandwich of matzah,  maror, 
and charoset 

 Shulchan Oruch: Eating the dinner, which 
traditionally includes matzah ball soup, hard 
boiled eggs, gefilte fish, meat and vegetables, 
and macaroons 

 Tzafun: A piece of the matzah that had been 
broken earlier has been hidden. This piece, 
known by the Greek word afikoman, is now 
found and eaten before the seder can contin-
ue. Finding the afikoman symbolizes a move 
from brokenness toward healing. 
The afikoman (now the matzah of freedom) is 
supposed to be the last thing you eat on this 
evening. 

 Barech: The recitation of the Birkat HaMa-
zon, the grace after meals (either the short 
version or the long version) 

 Hallel: The recitation or singing of Psalms of 
praise 

 Nirtzah: A prayer that God accept our ser-
vice; as our ancestors have for hundreds of 
years, we end our seders with the words 
"L'shanah haba'a b'irushalayim!" – Next 
year in Jerusalem! With these joyful words 
we hope to join with all Jews in a peaceful 
Jerusalem and we remember to keep working 
to make the world a better place. 

Easter Offering 
Christ First UMC supports the people of the Ukraine.  

To date, we have raised approximately $1,500 toward 

the cause of humanitarian support for Ukraine.  

Christ First has decided to continue the support of 

UMCOR – Ukraine by designating the Easter special 

offering toward this endeavor.   Thank you in advance 

for supporting this missional project.  

https://www.reformjudaism.org/drink-pairings-your-passover-seder-getting-creative-four-cups
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https://www.reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/shabbat-blessings-hamotzi-blessing-over-bread-meal
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https://www.reformjudaism.org/glossary/birkat-hamazon
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https://www.reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/daily-blessings-birkat-hamazon-grace-after-meals-short-version
https://www.reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/daily-blessings-birkat-hamazon-grace-after-meals-short-version
https://www.reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/daily-blessings-birkat-hamazon-grace-after-meals-long-version


 Happy Birthday     

4-1 Kay Fugagli 

4-1 Jean Rich 

4-4 Lloyd Schecengost 

4-8 Nevaeh Gray 

4-8 Erv Hallin  

4-8 Adena Woodard 

4-9 David Wright 

4-14 Kaitlin Bolling 

4-14 Della Bube 

4-16 Debra Gardner 

4-19 Cindi Hodges 

4-23 Judith Knopp 

4-23 Rebecca Roesch 

4-24 Charlie Hodges 

4-26 Harry Covert 

4-26 Mark Gordon 

4-27 Duey Anderson 

4-28 Rosie Cali 

4-28 Morgan Steele 

Passion Week 
Scripture Reading List 

Below is a sample Passion Week Scripture 
Reading List beginning the Sunday before 

Easter. Each day includes a main Scripture 
reading, plus additional verses for further 

study as you are able.  Some of the extra verses 
are the same evets recorded in a different gos-
pel, and some are different verses with ore 

thoughts on the Easter Events, 

Day 1:  Palm Sunday 
 Read Matthew 21:1-11 

 For more reading:  Luke 19:29-44, 
 Mark 11:1-11, John 12:12-50 

Day 2:  Read Matthew 21:12-20 & John 12:1-14 

 For more reading:  Mark 11:11-33  

Day 3:  Read Matthew 21:20-27 

 For more reading:  Matthew 26:17-30 
& Matthew 21:28-23:39  

Day 4:  Read Luke 22:1-6 & Mark 14:1-11 

 For more reading:  Matthew 24-25 
& Matthew 26:17-30 

Day 5:  Last Supper 
Read John 19:1-16 & Isaiah 54:7 

 For more reading:  Luke 22:7-52, 
 John 13-17,Corinthians 11:23-25 & Mark 
14:12-72 

Day 6:  Good Friday 
Read Mark 14:53-15:41, Isaiah 53:5-6, & I 
Peter 1:18-21 

 For more reading:  Luke 22:47-53,  
Luke 23:39-43, & John 19:1-37 

 Day 7:  Read John 19:38-42 & Romans 6:22-23 

 For more reading:  Mark 15:42-47  
& Matthew 27:57-66 

Day 8:  The Resurrection 
Read Mark 16:1-7 & Matthew 28:1-20 

 For more reading:  John 20:1-21:31 & 
 Mark 11:1-11, John 12:12-50 

    Happy Anniversary      

  4-4 Bruce & Kathy Colburn 

 4-6 Jack & Elaine Sherwood 

 4-19 Austin & Angelica Tracy 



In Memory 
 

Dawn Hamby 

8/5/1941—2/22/2022 

 

 

Recurring Events 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School 

Sunday Liturgical Dance Rehearsal 

Mon & Wed Food Pantry 10:15 am-Noon 

Mon.  Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Tues.  Scouts - 6:00-8:00 pm 

Wed.  Worship on Wednesday Night 

Thurs.  Choir Practice—6:30 pm 

Thurs. AA - 8:00-9: 00 pm 

Thurs. Bible Study  

4/3 Banquet JHS Girls Basketball [3:00 pm] 

4/3 Banquet JHS Boys Basketball [5:00 pm] 

4/9 Fenton Vets [9:30 am] 

4/10 Palm Sunday 

4/11 Trustees [4:00 pm] 

4/11 Dwyer Vets VA Meeting [6:00 pm] 

4/11 Advisory Council 

4/15 Good Friday [7:00] 

4/16 Children’s Activities 

4/17 Easter Sunday 

4/21 Renaissance Block Challenge [6:00 pm] 

4/26 Dementia Caregivers group [1:30 pm] 

4/30 Finnemore Funeral [11:300 am] 

4/30 Memorial Luncheon [2:00 pm] 

Please remember to call the 

church office to let us know of 

family members who have been 

hospitalized and need prayer. 

Congratulations  

Razz  &  Rhonda 

 

Mr.  & Mrs. Ralph Rasmusson 

13 February 2022 
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