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take root and grow.   

The Yabbots among us often answer 
difficult questions purposely to create 
controversy – Is God always faithful?… 
yes but.  Do you believe the Holy Spirit 
still dwells within us to guide and direct 
us?… yes but.  Do you believe God ex-
ists?…. yes but.   Is God merciful… yes 
but.  Does God still care?...yes but.   

The last question asked is one that 
many wonder about, especially right 
now in the climate of dysfunction we 
face in our society.  As I sat writing this 
last Pastor’s Pen,  it would have been 
wonderful to simply make it a fun-filled 
swan song.  Instead it was done 
through tears and an agonizing pain in 
my heart over yet another tragic, 
senseless shooting, this one in Texas.  I 
was left asking penetrating questions of 
God.  “Why?”  “How can this happen?”  
“Again.”  “And again.”  “Why do your 
creations O God insist on developing 
faster, more efficient ways of killing 
each other?”  Senseless rampages of 
hatred and anger demands answers to 
the question, “Does God still care?”   
There is no room for any more “yes 
but” answers for most of us to that 
question.   

Does God care?  It is an age-old ques-
tion for humanity.  Ancient writings 

What in the world is a Yabbot? 

There is a joke in our family that when we 
are brainstorming something requiring 
deep philosophical thought, it really isn’t 
fair to include Tim and I as two separate 
individuals because we think so much 
alike that we share “the brain.”  The next 
part of our family tradition is that we have 
declared a “no Yabbot zone” in our ques-
tioning for meaning in our faith, our life, 
our home.  Now you may wonder… what 
is a “Yabbot?”  A quick explanation is that 
a Yabbot is a contraction… sort of… for 
saying, “yeah but.”  A Yabbot can also be a 
person who is quick to try and dissuade 
others from critical thinking with spiritual 
hearts and minds and uses human reality 
as a final argument for a question.  Alt-
hough I despise the phrase “thinking out-
side the box”, I detest “Yeah but” phrases 
even more. They stifle thought, can be full 
of negativity, rely on earthly wisdom, and 
they give no room for God’s miracles to 



Why does it feel as if God has stopped caring?   I be-
lieve in part it is because the world has forgotten to 
listen.  Many today are so caught up in their own 
hurts, their own pain, wounds and grief, they forget 
to listen for the voice we should recognize and fol-
low – the voice of the Shepherd.  Are we perhaps so 
immune to others pain because we are overly in-
volved with work, the latest craze on the net, social 
media demands and our busy lives?  Do all these 
things make it so that we no longer expect to hear 
God’s voice?  Does our lack of personal accountabil-
ity and entitled mentality keep us from relationship 
with the Holy making it impossible to hear the mes-
sage any longer?  We do not expect to hear God’s 
voice and we certainly do not expect to experience 
Jesus’ tears, and it is our loss that we have reached 
this stage.   

I have no definitive answers on where our social 
breakdown started and I do not profess to have all 
the answers as to how to fix the torn social fabric 
that now exists in our land and world.  That said, we 
do have some options and some hope for resolution 
and relief.  As stated in Bishop Webb’s letter sent out 
this week, I agree that: 

“We must boldly speak against sin and injustice, but 
let us just as boldly proclaim the answer, the hope, 
the truth, the only solution for now and for all eterni-
ty – the one called Jesus! If the Church won’t invite 
the world to the one who changes hearts and trans-
forms lives who will? If we place our faith for change 
in anything above Jesus, may God forgive us.” 

There is evil in this world, a darkness of the soul that 
has blotted out goodness and mercy and grace.  
These attributes instilled as a spark of the divine 
within each of us remains and can still be fanned into 
flame.  It is not to late to fight the darkness within 
and without. We cannot legislate justice, it has to 
come from within.  Doing morally that which is right 
and true comes from an internal compass pointing 
true north.  So let remember where truth comes 
from and embrace the words of an old hymn:  

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. 

Look full on his wonderful face. 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of his glory and grace.  

speak of God’s people pleading for understanding, 
for relief of pain and anguish. They are filled with 
heartfelt emotion as  God’s children cry out for jus-
tice.  In times of sorrow, the Psalms still speak to us 
as few other texts can because they are so true to 
the human condition. They speak of deep despair 
and human frailties.  The people plead with a God 
they cannot see for answers to questions that 
seem to have no answers, in situations they cannot 
control.  Many of the psalmists begged for a sign 
that God heard their prayers.  They looked for 
some type of evidence that God was still there, 
that they were not forsaken or alone.  Doubts, 
fears, expressions of grief and lament that can 
hardly be contained in the human heart are ad-
dressed by these Old Testament writers.  In the 
wake of such sorrow as Texas and Buffalo NY expe-
rienced, like the psalmists we may still be asking – 
does God care? 

There is no room for a trite Yabbot answer here. 
The answer is yes, yes God does still care.  Jesus is 
the face of God that we can see and experience, 
and it is a face that is streaked with tears over such 
debilitating and numbing violence we face today.  
When we cry, God cries with us and is beside us 
holding us close.  God has not forgotten how to be 
merciful, nor has God forgotten promises made to 
God’s children.  When we doubt in the faithfulness 
of the Almighty, all we need to do is look at Jesus’ 
face as seen through the acts of kindness and love 
taught to us by him in scripture.   

Phillip Yancy wrote, “James, Peter, and John had 
followed Jesus long enough for his facial expres-
sions to be permanently etched on their minds.  By 
watching Jesus respond to a hemorrhaging woman, 
a grieving centurion, a widow’s dead son, an epi-
leptic boy, an old blind man, they learned how God 
felt about suffering.”  Jesus was not afraid to ex-
press emotions, he cried at least three times in 
front of his disciples and others, and those are the 
incidents of tears that we know of.  He was vulner-
able, he understood suffering and was not immune 
to the pain of others around him. Right now in our 
time, His tears continue to fall mingled with our 
own when we suffer. That has not changed.  The 
pain in our hearts echoed his pain from the cross 
for us. It is personal.   



 

Dear Friends,  

Greetings from Florida. This will be our last letter 
from the Sunshine State as the sale of our home 
here will be complete tomorrow and we begin the 
trek north. One of our thank you prayers this morn-
ing was that we would never again have to pack 
and unpack every 6 months.  Right now the boxes 
and suitcases are lined up at the door to be loaded 
in the car. 

The state of the world right now is in such turmoil 
and again we see oppressors and evil causing de-
struction and crushing innocent people.  It is such a 
heartache for all of us to see in vivid detail the car-
nage. Our prayers go out to all who are suffering 
anywhere in the world but especially in Ukraine, 
and even in Russia where many there are protesting 
decisions by their government. 

But ever since the reign of Jesus, our King there 
have been His followers that fed the hungry, provid-
ed asylum to refugees, treated the injured and sic, 
and so many other deeds of kindness and relief for 
suffering people.  

And the ministry of prayer has been brought to the 
front stage during this perilous time. 

A simple prayer that we said with our children in 
their early years has been our prayer during this 
time.  Good morning, dear God. This is your day, I 
am your child, Show me your way. 

His is a way of love, mercy, forgiveness, compas-
sion, and so much more. His way is not just 
thoughts and words, but actions that demonstrate 
our caring to everyone in our circle of influence. 

Jesus commanded not only that we love God with 
all our heart and soul but that we love our neighbor 
as our self. 

O Lord, keep us open to your Holy Spirit so that we 
can LOVE EVERY PERSON with your love. May we 
she your light and hope as we follow you.  

The Lord bless you and keep you and make His 
face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you and 
give you peace. Amen  

Love, Don and Janet 

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

Please remember to call the 

church office to let us know of 

family members who have been 

hospitalized and need prayer. 

Jesus changed the world of his time with a hand-
ful of followers.  At this time of unrest, may we 
be the change needed in the world of today by 
proclaiming his gospel teachings.  We are the on-
ly ones who can bring others to the light of 
Christ, and Christ is what is needed to transform 
and change hearts and minds. May we look on 
his wonderful face and hear his message of love, 
humility and peace.  There is no place in the 
church for Yabbots.  Let it be so. 

In Gentleness and peace, 

Pastor Sue   

Bee on the Lookout for the following  
members for whom we have no address.   
This is the second year of listing them. 

 Wendy Johnson   
  Errik Gordon   
  Becky Morris 
  David Cali 
  Kevin Harvey 
 Erin Goldberg  
 Keirsten Maidel  (First year listing) 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge


A Note from Don & Janet... 
Dear Friends, 

We only wish we could also send pictures of pear, 
apple and crabapple trees in full blossom along 
with the trees fully leafed out.  The hills are alive - 
can you hear the music?  This was a week of so 
much promise and then you all know what hap-
pened in a Tops store in Buffalo.  Everyone is still 
in shock!! 

We need to declare our belief that this act of ha-
tred has no place in our hearts or in our world.  
One way we can do this is to come together in our 
churches and be witnesses that the gospel of love 
trumps evil in the world.  That already happened 
when Jesus sacrificed himself on the cross and was 
raised to life.  He lives and His Holy Spirit lives in 
us.  Because of the pandemic our church attend-
ance has continued to drop.  Many are fearful of 
being with other people.  But the fear and isola-
tion that follows is not healthy for us as individuals 
and as a church family. 

But the fear and isolation that follows is not 
healthy for us as individuals and as a church fami-
ly. 

Don and I just finished reading the gospel of John 
and noticed for the first time how much Jesus ex-
plained what his ministry was all about.  Also his 
constant communication with His Father.  He tells 
us in the 10th chapter how he is THE GOOD SHEP-
HERD.  He says, "I am the good shepherd;  I know 
my own sheep and they know me, just as my Fa-
ther knows me and I know the Father.  So I sacri-
fice my life for the sheep.  

They follow me because they know my voice.       
The rest of the chapter is worth the read.  

We know church worship is difficult to accomplish 
for many people, especially those in health care 
professions and other jobs.  There has been some 
sickness - 5 people were out of the choir this past 
Sunday.  We were very fortunate to still have 14 
singers.  When we sang, "Love One Another" it 
was heartfelt.  

But if church is possible for you, please try to add 

your presence and your voice to praise God and 
express your thanks for a life of faith.   We know 
many of you go to other churches, but support 
your church family no matter where you go. 

We went to a Jamestown Choral Concert yester-
day and were so lifted up by many of the num-
bers.  

1. Hush! Hush! Somebody’s Callin’ My Name 

2. Steal Away, Steal Away, Steal Away to Jesus 

3. You’ll Never Walk Alone 

4. Your love keeps lifting me, lifting me higher 
and higher 

5. To Dream the Impossible Dream 

6. Bridge Over Troubled Waters 

7. Wana Baraka—Kenyan Folk Song sung in Swa-
hili—I give you the English translation: They 
have blessings, those who pray, Jesus himself said 
so Alleluia! They have peace, They have joy, They 
have well-being. 

8. Prayer of the Children—one verse (of many) 
follows:   

Can you hear the prayer of the children 

Crying, “Jesus, help me to feel the love again 
in my own land; 

But if unknown roads lead away from home, 
Give me loving arms away from home. 

We all continue to pray for the people of 
Ukraine, and everyone who is suffering all over 
the world. The church continues to send aid 
through UMCOR. 

Also pray for Pastor Sue as she finishes well in 
our church June 30, and for Pastor Jenni and her 
Pastor husband as they join us July 1. 

Keep a song in your heart.  Love yourself and 
then love everyone.   

It’s the NEW COMMANDMENT.  

Love, Don and Janet 



been room at the table for everyone.  

I am United Methodist because I know that God’s 
grace and love are freely given, no strings attached, 
available to all without any judgement. 

I am a United Methodist because of our social ac-
tion and principles.   

I am a United Methodist because of our mission 
work throughout the world and the continued work 
of The United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

I am a United Methodist because this denomination 
allowed me to develop my belief system without 
forcing me into a box where everyone has to believe 
the same way.  This denomination taught me that 
faith ought to be experienced not learned by rote.  

I am a United Methodist because this denomination 
has been my tradition and my experience for all my 
years. This denomination has also nurtured me, en-
couraged me, allowed me to serve as a pastor and 
provided for me.  It is not a perfect denomination (is 
there one somewhere?) but it is my denomination.   

I, Rev. Douglas M. Knopp am a United Methodist – I 
will remain a United Methodist until I pass from this 
world into the next. I thank God for the privilege I 
have had to be God’s faithful servant in God’s 
church. 

I am a United Methodist because – I 
was born into a family and extended 
family who were Methodist Episcopal. I 
was raised in the church, Sunday 
School, children’s choir and senior 
choir; youth group, district and confer-
ence youth member including leader-

ship roles.  In college, I attended a Methodist Epis-
copal church, sang in the choir, was president of 
the Methodist Student Movement. In 1968, The 
United Methodist Church was formed.  That was 
the year I started my seminary education at Meth-
odist Theological School in Ohio. In 1969, I was 
ordained a deacon in the Western New York An-
nual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
I served as a student intern and student pastor 
until graduating in June of 1971. I was ordained an 
Elder in June of 1972. I faithfully served the fol-
lowing congregations: Sheridan; Hilton; Ripley-
South Ripley; Fredonia; First and Christ First of 
Jamestown. 

I am a United Methodist because of John Wesley 
and his quadrilateral – Scripture, Tradition, Experi-
ence and Reason.   

I am United Methodist because one of the strong 
points of Methodism is that there has always 

I am a United Methodist because... 



    Happy Anniversary      

  6-2 John & Andi Rowan 

 6-4 William & Carol Larson 

 6-8 Ron & Kelly Madden 

   6-8 John & Kathy O’Hagan 

   6-11 Lou & Rebecca Mazzie 

   6-12 Karl & Sandra Kellgren 

   6-17 Charles & Cindi Hodges 

   6-21 David & Shelby Cali  

   6-22 Bruce & Lorrie Carlson 

   6-25 Gary & Grace Gisslin 

   6-26 Geoff & Jeanette Turner 

   6-27 Woody & Susan Howland 

   6-27 Chad & Meghan Murray 

   6-28 Gene & Sheryl Johnson 

   6-30 David & Beryl Miller 

 Happy Birthday     

6-2 Tim Hadley 

6-11 Tom Calalesina 

6-13 Anthony Pilato 

6-13 Stephanie Johnston  

6-15 Douglas Weaver 

6-16 Patricia Sundell 

6-21 Ruth Lindblad 

6-23 Rhonda Rasmusson 

6-24 Tyler Dykstra 

6-24 Richard Harner 

6-24 Benjamin Woods 

6-25 Tyler Coccagnia 

6-25 John Johnston 

6-25 Mark Piazza 

6-25 Andi Rowan 

6-26 Jack Hemink 

6-27 Kyle Benish 

6-27 Ralph D’Angelo 

6-27 Thelma Milton 

6-30 Melissa Deppas 

Bring your favorite dish! 
We will recognize Pastor 
Sue’s retirement with a 
Potluck luncheon after 
church on Sunday, 26 

June 2022 in Darrah Hall.   After the luncheon, all 
are invited to the “pond” for cookies and other 
light deserts.    

Anyone wishing to contribute to a gift for Pastor 
Sue may give it to anyone on the SPPRC com-
mittee, Pastor Doug, Mel Feather, or place it in 
the plate in an envelope marked “gift”. 

We will present the gift to Pastor Sue at the lunch-
eon.  Mark your calendars! Don’t miss this chance 
to wish the Hadley’s well. 

We are having a Gift Card Shower to welcome Pas-
tor Jenni and her husband, Pastor Dave after 
church on Sunday, 3 July 2022.   

Please purchase  a gift card from a local establish-
ment and include a note about why you are rec-
ommending it.   

We will present the gift cards to Pastor Jenni after 
church.  There will be cake ! 

Make sure to mark your 
calendars!!!  Don’t miss 
this opportunity to wel-
come the Piatt’s back 
home to Jamestown. 



In Memory 
 

Nola Riley 

1/25/1934—5/4/2022 

 

 

Recurring Events 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School 

Sunday Liturgical Dance Rehearsal 

Mon & Wed Food Pantry 10:15 am-Noon 

Mon.  Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Tues.  Scouts - 6:00-8:00 pm 

Thurs.  Kid’s Choir Practice—4:15 pm 

Thurs.  Choir Practice—6:30 pm 

Thurs. AA - 8:00-9: 00 pm 

Thurs. Bible Study  

Various Children’s Music Studio 

6/5 Pentecost Sunday 

6/5 SCFCU: Mel’s Retirement – 2:00 pm 

6/7 String Quartet Practice – 6:00 pm 

6/10 Sanctuary: Violin Rehearsal 

6/11 Dwyer – Women’s Tea 

6/11 Fenton Vet’s Canteen – 9:30 am 

6/12 Violin Concert (Sanctuary)  

6/13 Trustees:  4:00 pm 

6/13 Advisory  Council:  6:00 pm 

6/14  Flag Day 

6/15 Liturgical Dance—Dress Rehearsal  

6/18 Reggie Ambrosini Funeral & Luncheon 

6/19 Father’s Day/Juneteenth/Scholarships 

6/22 Liturgical Dance—Dress Rehearsal  

6/26 Pastor Sue’s last Sunday 

6/28 Dementia Caregiver’s Group: 12:15 pm 

6/28 Primary Election 

6/29 Primary Election 

6/30 Pastor Sue’s Retirement Day 

We want to thank Rev. Susan Hadley for 
her three years as our pastor.  We were 
excited to have Sue come to Christ First as 
we knew she had the gifts and graces 
needed to bring healing and vision to the 
church.  She was just getting the momen-
tum moving when the COVID-19 pandem-
ic struck causing her rethink her approach 
to ministry.  It was unprecedented times 
and she found ways to keep us connected.  
Health concerns have caused her to enter 
into the retired relationship so that she 
and Tim might have opportunities to trav-
el and spend more time with family.  
Thank you Sue for helping us heal and 
continue our journey.  God’s blessing be 
with you in this new phase of your lives.   

Rev. Doug and Judy Knopp 
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