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comparably great power for us who be-
lieve. That power is the same as the 
mighty strength he exerted when he 
raised Christ from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms, far above all rule and authority, 
power and dominion, and every name 
that is invoked, not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come. And 
God placed all things under his feet and 
appointed him to be head over every-
thing for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills everything 
in every way.” (Paul, Ephesians 1:15–
23) 

I am committed to praying Paul’s pray-
er for you and I ask that you would 
pray the same for me. 

We are all in ministry together and we 
will accomplish the great plan that God 
has for us, if we work together as the 
Body of Christ. I look forward to 
meeting and getting to know each of 
you! 

In Christ’s service together, 

Pastor Jenni Piatt 

Getting To Know You! 

As I sit at my desk and begin to write, I am 
aware that I do not know you yet. One of 
the first things that I learned as a speaker 
is that we need to know our audience. 
Since I have not had the honor and privi-
lege of meeting you, I am very mindful 
that each of you is unique and each of you 
has a story to tell. I look forward to hear-
ing your story and telling you mine. 

In the words of a great writer, “Ever since 
I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love for all God’s people, I have 
not stopped giving thanks for you, remem-
bering you in my prayers. I keep asking 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, so that you may 
know him better. I pray that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in his holy people, and his in-



Ordinary Time (Latin: Tempus per annum) is the part 
of the liturgical year in the liturgy of the Roman 
Rite, which falls outside the two great seasons 
of Christmastide and Eastertide, or their respective 
preparatory seasons of Advent and Lent. Ordinary 
Time thus includes the days between Christmastide 
and Lent, and between Eastertide and Advent. 
The liturgical color assigned to Ordinary Time 
is green. The last Sunday of Ordinary Time is 
the Solemnity of Christ the King. 

The word "ordinary" as used here comes from 
the ordinal numerals by which the weeks are identi-
fied or counted, from the 1st week of Ordinary Time 
in January to the 34th week that begins toward the 
end of November. 
Roman Rite 

In the ordinary form of the Roman Rite, the Baptism 
of the Lord, which ordinarily occurs on the Sunday 
after the Epiphany of the Lord (6 January), begins 
Ordinary Time and closes the Season of Christmas. 
The weekdays that follow the Baptism of the Lord 
are reckoned as belonging to the first week of Ordi-
nary Time which continues until the Tuesday that 
immediately precedes Ash Wednesday. 

After Eastertide the Ordinary Time resumes on the 
Monday after the Solemnity of Pentecost.  

Source:  Wikipedia 

The liturgical year guides the preparation of the 
lectionary, that list of scripture readings and pray-
ers from the Bible, which congregations read dur-
ing the course of the year and during their gather-
ings at church every Sunday.  The main liturgical 
seasons are Advent, Christmas, time after Epipha-
ny, Lent, Easter and time after Pentecost or time 
after the feast of the Holy Trinity. Each season in 
the liturgical year has its own color associated 
with it, which governs the use of vestments and 
paraments.  

 Common time, or ordinary time,  is represented 
by the color green, symbolic of the growth of the 
church and our growth as Christian disci-
ples.  Common time occurs at several times during 
the year. Following Epiphany Sunday, we have a 
short period of common time. The color during 
this time remains green, and we refer to the Sun-
day’s during this time as a number after Epiphany, 
for example “the fourth Sunday after Epiphany”. 
The color only changes during common time on 
Communion Sunday, which is the first Sunday of 
each month. The color then changes to white for 
that Sunday. 

 Purple is for Advent and Lent, because it is both a 
penitential color and also the color of royalty, re-
minding us that Christ is our king. White is the col-
or for Christmas, Easter, and special feasts like All 
Saint’s Day, Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord; 
it is the color of light and purity.  Red is associated 
with the Day of Pentecost, symbolizing the fire of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 White paraments are used on the following 
special days or occasions: 

 Communion Sundays 
 Funerals 
 Weddings 
 Christmas Eve and Day 
 Epiphany 
 Baptism of our Lord 
 Trinity Sunday 
 All Saints Day 
 Christ the King Sunday 

Source:  http://www.aumcmolino.org/659750  

  

http://www.aumcmolino.org/659750


 

For most Americans of the time, the Revolution-
ary War was a struggle for freedom and an inde-
pendent nation. 

However, for members of the church it represent-
ed a conflict between loyalty to an emerging Unit-
ed States and an oath to the King of England 
sworn before the eyes of God. 

For some this dissidence was too great to bear. 
During the campaign over half the Anglican priests 
in America gave up their ministries rather than go 
against their promise to serve the king, while 
some even supported the British forces. 

For others the Revolution became something of a 
religious crusade. Jonathan Mayhew, the pastor of 
the West Church in Boston, gave moral sanction 
to the war by preaching that opposition to a ty-
rant, in this case the British occupiers, was a 
“glorious” Christian duty. 

Some ministers became military chaplains. One 
such Presbyterian minister, James Caldwell, fa-
mously helped at the Battle of Springfield, New 
Jersey, in 1780. Upon noticing that the company 
had run out of wadding, the paper used to hold 
the powder in the barrel of a gun, he ran to a 
nearby church and procured a pile of hymn books 
for the job. 

Ministers could also take part in the more clerical 
side of the Revolution. John Witherspoon was a 
political parson and represented New Jersey in 
the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1782. Not 
only did he serve on over one hundred com-
mittees, but his signature can be found on the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Overall the Revolutionary War had a lasting im-
pact on the state of religion in America. 

Those who were partial to millennialist ideals be-
lieved that Christ would reign on earth for 1000 
years and that the victory over Britain was a clear 
sign of God’s partiality for the United States. 

The Church and the Revolutionary War 
How religion influenced the Revolutionary War. 

Anglican ministers who had stayed in the colonies 
started to construct an independent American 
church. From this the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States was eventually established. 
Methodists were also compelled to form the all-
American Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Presbyterians followed suit and began to view their 
church as ‘American’ in nature, reducing the influ-
ence of the Church of Scotland.  

After years of division the religions of the United 
States were finally united under one banner; that 
of ‘being American’. This left them free to embark 
on their next crusade; ensuring the abolition of 
slavery in their fledgling state of independence. 

Source: PBS History Detectives:  

We, the People, recognize that we have 

responsibilities as well as rights; that 

our destinies are bound together; that a 

freedom which only asks what's in it for 

me, a freedom without a commitment to 

others, a freedom without love or chari-

ty or duty or patriotism, is unworthy of 

our founding ideals, and those who 

died in their defense. 
- Barack Obama 



A Note from Don & Janet... 
Dear Friends, 

As we approach the time of changing pastors at 
Christ First, we want to address the difficulty we 
people have in changing anything. Some of you 
have left school and are facing new challenges 
new jobs, new responsibilities.  It doesn’t matter 
what stage of life you are in, life continually is 
shifting and presenting a different path to navi-
gate.  For us older seniors, we have more health 
concerns than ever. How can we address change? 
How about these thoughts from an old 1923 
hymn! 

Great is thy faithfulness,  
O God, my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not,  

thy compassions they fail not;  
As thou hast been, thou forever will be. 

Pardon for sin  
and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence  
to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today  
and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine,  
with ten thousand beside!  

In case you missed it—STRENGTH FOR TODAY, 
AND BRIGHT HOPE FOR TOMORROW 

It doesn’t help that our world is in such a mess, 
and that people don’t feel safe to come inot our 
churches. Personally we have a sister that was 
hospitalized for 3 weeks and now needs lots of 
help at home. A very dear friend was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. It all can be overwhelming sor-
row. 

A song popped up this week that brought great 
comfort. It has consoled people since 1792 and 
met our needs in 2022. 

Come you disconsolate (distressed),  
where’re you languish, 

Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel, 
Here bring your wounded hearts,  

here tell your anguish, 
EARTH HATH NO SORROW  

THAT HEAVEN CANNOT HEAL! 

Long  ago we determined to build the foundation 
of our life on the Rock of Jesus and He has never 
let us down.  Sunday we sang a song that has 
meant a lot to us over the years. 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus,  

NO TURNING BACK, NO TURNING BACK! 

The world behind me, the cross before me, 
The world behind me, the cross before me, 
The world behind me, the cross before me 
NO TURNING BACK, NO TURNING BACK! 

Though none go with me I still will follow, 
Though none go with me, I still will follow, 
Though none go with me, I still will follow, 
NO TURNING BACK, NO TURNING BACK! 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me,  
by his own hand he leadeth me, 
His faithful follower I would bee,  
For by his hand he leadeth me. 

As we say goodbye to Pastor Sue and Tim with 
thanks for all their faithful work among us and 
welcome to Pastors Jenni and Dave with antici-
pation for all that is ahead for us together, may 
we trust our Lord and Savior to show us His Way 
through this change.   

Blessing to each one of you as you live life to the 
fullest COVERED BY HIS LOVE AND GRACE. 

Love, Don and Janet 



 

Finances 

Financial Update through the end of May  

(22 weeks) 

The pledges for the year total $129,215.36. We 
need to receive $10,767,95 each month or 
$2,484.91 per week. For the 22 weeks through 
May we needed to receive $54,668.04 and we 
actually received $43,465.57 leaving us short by 
$11,202.47 for the period. For the same period, 
we have received $25,590.88 in unpledged in-
come. Total income needed for the period was 
$81,468.69 with actual receipts being 
$71,487.41 leaving a shortfall of -$9,981.28. Ex-
penses for the year total $269,111.36 or 
$22,425.95 per month or $5,175.22 per week. 
Total expenses through May were $121,404.59. 
With the use of monies from the trust funds 
designated for the budget and monies from the 
reserve fund, all bills have been paid through 
the month of May. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
UMCOR for Ukraine. Our congregation has given 
over $5,000 toward this relief. 

With the summer upon us, please do your best 
to keep your giving current as traditionally the 
summer has been a financial challenge. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting 
the ministries of our church. 

The Finance Committee 

Habits—Someone once said that it takes three months 
to develop a habit and only a couple weeks to break it.  
If you got out of the habit of attending worship—how 
about beginning your journey to get back into the habit. 
Come and join us for worship—10:00 am in Darrah Hall 
for the summer. 

Summer worship hours will begin on Sunday, 3 July 2022 
at 10:00 am.  Enjoy worship in air conditioned comfort in 
Darrah Hall during the summer months.  We will return 
to the Sanctuary for  worship on Sunday, 11 September 
2022. 

Singles 



    Happy Anniversary      

  7-3 David & Shelley Gordon 

     7-6 Duey & Maria Anderson 

 7-10 Clinton & Flora Ward 

 7-11 Stephen & Rachel Anderson 

 7-16 Ralph & Wanda D’Angelo 

 7-26 Scott & Marsha Forsberg 

 7-28 George & Cathy Regis-Green 

 7-30 Lou & Melissa Deppas 

 Happy Birthday     

7-3 Theresa Klein 

7-5 Deborah Garcia 

7-7 Charles Piazza 

7-8 Rebecca Mazzie 

7-9 Harrison Cross 

7-10 Richard Seaholm 

7-10 James Swanson 

7-12 Erin Goldberg 

7-15 David Gray 

7-15 Richard Turner IV “R.E.” 

7-16 Norm Merrill 

7-16 Pam Shay 

7-16 Judi Swanson 

7-17 Gary Gisslin 

7-17 Michael Ryan 

7-18 Connie Middleton 

7-18     Janet Peterson 

7-19 Jacoby Cross 

7-20 Jack Bell 

7-20 Michelle Norberg 

7-23 Dianne Shagla 

7-23 Austin Tracy 

7-25 John Dykstra 

7-25 Robert Ortendahl 

7-28 Lillian Henry 

7-30 Thomas Glatz 

Help Send a Scout to Camp! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cub Scout Pack 135 is going camping…  

 and we need some help! 

Traditionally the Pack would go to a BSA 

camp. But funds are tight and we wanted to 

make sure all of our amazing scouts had the 

chance to earn their belt loops and pins and 

have a ton of fun. So we’re moving on to a 

new adventure. The Pack is going to the 

Hadley’s Pond in Cassadaga!  Last year, our 

Pack started out on our own and many of 

you generously helped us with a few items 

that will last us for many years and camp-

ing adventures.  

This year, our need is for two-man tents and 

tarps.  Any monetary donation would go to-

wards these items and food.  

Starting on this adventure means we can do 

more Pack camping and stretch our scouts 

funds farther. They work so hard to fund-

raise and we want to give them more.  

We are beyond blessed and thankful to have 

you all be a part of our Pack and adven-

tures.  Thank you all from the Scouts and 

Leaders of Cub Pack 135.  



 

 

Recurring Events 

Sunday Worship Service/Sunday School 

Mon & Wed Food Pantry 10:15 am-Noon 

Mon.  Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Thurs. AA - 8:00-9: 00 pm 

Thurs. Bible Study  

7/3 Darrah Hall Summer Worship - 10:00 am 

7/4 Independence Day—Church closed 

7/7 Quartet Rehearsal—6:30 pm 

7/9 Fenton Vet’s Canteen – 9:30 am 

7/11 Trustees—4:00 pm 

7/11 Advisory  Council— 6:00 pm 

7/13 Single’s: Wendy’s (Fairmount) - 10:30 am 

7/21 Music-in-the-Park (Falconer) - 6:30 pm 

7/26 Dementia Caregiver’s Group—12:15 pm 

7/28 Mid-Summer Choir Practice—6:30 pm 

Elizabeth Rowan 
University of  Mississippi 

M.S. Taxation & Data Analysis  

Regis Singing Strings 

 
 

 

Thank you for sharing your recital and 

providing a delightful musical after-

noon.  It has been far too long since we 

have had the opportunity to listen to 

musical performances in the Sanctuary.   

The Recital featuring your Studio stu-

dents was lovely, and it is evident how 

hard they have worked throughout the 

year and just how much they have im-

proved under your tutelage.    Bravo! 

Please remember to call the 

church office to let us know of 

family members who have been 

hospitalized and need prayer. 
Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
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The Cornerstone is a publication of Christ First United Methodist Church. In order to provide the 

best Newsletter possible and to see that it arrives on time, we ask that the following considerations be taken when 

making submissions. 

 Please make all submissions by the 15th of the month.  As a publication of community life of the church, any sub-

missions of a personal nature should be discussed with the  pastor before submission.  Please email or provide a 

written copy of your submission.  Thank You. 
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