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At the end of the chapter, Jesus lets 
them know that all of this is amazing 
stuff, but it is not easy. Following Jesus 
is not comfortable and following must 
be first priority. He ends with, “No one 
who puts a hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God”. Then, “after this”, the seventy-
two were sent out. 

What does this mean for us? First, it is 
an important reminder that answering 
the call of God is amazing and exciting, 
but it is not easy. Second, it requires 
“all hands-on deck.” There is something 
for everyone to do. Lastly, it reminds us 
that once we determine to go where 
Jesus is about to go, we cannot look 
back. Our mission is to “Make Disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world”. We are committed to 
doing this by reaching all people and 

showing God’s love to them, nurturing 
them in their growth in relationship to 
God, and helping them to do their part 
in ministering God’s love to the world. 

As we travel on this journey, let us re-
member to walk together and keep 
each other in our prayers. 

 

Pastor Jenni Piatt 

 

Getting Started! 

Luke 10:1 tells us, “After this the Lord ap-
pointed seventy-two others and sent 
them two by two ahead of him to every 
town and place where he was about to 
go”. This was a great verse for our first 
Sunday together. Even though it might be 
a bit daunting to go where we do not 
know and give up control over what is fa-
miliar and comfortable, we can trust that 
Jesus knows what is best. Now is the time 
to trust Jesus to lead us “to where he is 
about it go”. 

If this is truly what we want to do, it de-
mands a closer look. This is the first verse 
in chapter 10 and it begins with “After 
this”. That begs the question: After what? 
In chapter 9, Jesus sent out the first 
twelve disciples, feeds the five thousand, 
heals a demon-possessed boy, is transfig-
ured on the mountain, and predicts his 
death. The disciples had seen a lot and Pe-
ter declared that Jesus was the Messiah. 



more meaningful relationship with God, you need to 
talk to him more than once a week. You need to 
have frequent, quality conversations with him.  

Open your heart and invite him into your life. Share 
your struggles and challenges. Celebrate the bless-
ings and victories with him. Ask his help and guid-
ance. Ask forgiveness for the areas you fall short. 
The more you pray and share your heart with God, 
the stronger and more personal your relationship 
will be. 

The discipline of daily prayer is submitting your 
heart to God. Giving your life to Jesus is not a one-
time event, but a daily discipline of submission. It’s 
the daily release of your control to instead live un-
der God’s rule and guidance. 

Daily prayer is a way you express your devotion and 
commitment to God, giving him a priority in your 
day, precious time from your schedule. Prayer is an 
act of love for the One who loves you most, sub-
mitting your heart to God’s rule. 

Answered prayers are prayers prayed. If you aren’t 
praying and asking for God’s blessings and help, 
how do you expect him to answer your prayers?  
He’s ready and waiting to bless you with good gifts 
in his time and his way, but he wants you to first en-
gage him in prayer. He wants your heart and that’s 
something you can only truly give him through the 
daily practice of prayer. Make God a priority in your 
schedule, opening your heart, and submitting to his 
lead.  If you want your prayers to be answered, pray 
daily and pray sincerely. 

Opening your heart to God daily allows God to 
transform your heart. God’s focus isn’t results but 
hearts. He wants to win over your heart and move it 
closer to his. When you spend regular, frequent 
time in prayer, you allow God to do his work in your 
heart. Through prayer, he will transform your life 
and bring you to new joy in him.  

Prayer is where transformation happens, where 
your heart is healed and renewed.              

Source:  adapted from Kathryn Shirey  - Prayer & Possibilities  

Prayer is one of the greatest 
gifts and privileges we have as 
Christians. It’s God’s gift of his 
time to be available for con-
versation at any time of day or 
night. His gift to listen to your 
heart, and to answer in ways 
beyond your comprehension. 

Prayer is your conversation with God and how you 
can develop a personal, meaningful relationship 
with the God of the universe who loves you.  It’s 
how he can do miracles in your heart. Through 
prayer, he can bring your life into alignment with 
his vision and plans. Through prayer, God will 
bless you immensely. Let’s look together at seven 
reasons prayer is necessary and vital for your life. 

Prayer can set (or change) the tone of your day.  
Starting your day in prayer will help to get your 
mind in the right place for a more joy-filled day.  

Call upon God to help you reset and restore peace 
to your heart. Ask him to help you find the joy, 
even in the struggle and the mundane.   Prayer is 
the antidote to daily frustrations. 

Prayer helps you make better decisions.  Ask God 
for help and guidance. Consider each decision in 
light of Jesus’ teaching.  Include God in big and 
small decisions and you’ll find that he’ll lead you 
to make wiser choices. 

Daily prayer keeps God in the forefront of your 
mind, not forgotten until Sunday. God wants to 
be in your life every day, all day, not just on Sun-
day. The more you pray, the more you’ll notice 
God at work all around you all week. When you 
lean on God in times of trouble, you’ll be filled 
with his peace and comfort. As you ask God’s 
guidance when faced with decisions, you’ll learn 
to hear his response. Daily prayer helps you tap 
into the full potential of your faith for a life filled 
with God’s peace, grace, and joy all week long. 

More frequent communication builds a stronger 
relationship.  Developing a strong relationship re-
quires frequent communication. p will be. 

The same is true with God If you desire a deeper, 



Ask—Seek—Knock 



Financial Update through the end of June 

The budgeted pledges 
for the year total 
$120,000.  We need to 
receive $10,000 each 
month or $2,307.69 
per week.  For the 26 
weeks through June, 

we needed to receive $59,999.94 and we actually 
received $51,032.42 leaving us short by $8,967.52 
for the period.  Total income received from Pledg-
es, non pledges, plate offering, initial offering, fuel 
offering and church use through June is 
$82,112.77.  Also, through June we have received 
$20,292.00 from the endowment funds toward 
the budget.  We have had to add $10,000.00 from 
the reserve funds to off set the loss of church in-
come.  With the addition of interest and miscella-
neous income (mostly for UMCOR-Ukraine) of 
$5,278.55 our total income for six months is 
$117,683.32.  Budget income for six months is 

$129,948 leaving us short by $12,264.68 

Expenses for the year total $269,111.36 or 
$22,425.95 per month or $5,175.22 per week.  To-
tal budgeted expenses through June were 
$139,683.45.  With the addition of miscellaneous 
expenses of $5,604 (mostly UMCOR-Ukraine) our 
total expenses through June were $145,287.45.  
Budgeted expenses for six months equal 
$134,555.68.  Budgeted expenses for six months 
were over by $5,127.77.  With the use of monies 
from the trust funds designated for the budget and 
monies from the reserve fund, all bills have been 
paid through the month of June. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting the 
ministries of our church.  It is obvious that the next 
six months will be a financial challenge for our con-
gregation and without an increase in income, we 
be in the red. 

The Finance Committee 

UMC Disaffiliation 

What is THAT About? Let’s Talk! 
  
I have heard (although I do not know an exact 
number) that more than 300 UMC churches have 
disaffiliated from the UMC. There are thirteen on 
target for separation in the Upper New York Con-
ference, with more to follow. What is this all 
about? Why is this happening? What does it mean 
for us at CF UMC? 

 Pastor Jenni would like to sit down and have a 
conversation around this issue and these ques-
tions.  

Join us on September 26 @ 1:00 PM and 
again at 6:00 PM in Darrah Hall.  

Let’s talk! 

From the History and Records. 

When our building was built and then opened in 
1960, Rev. Sherman Epler and his wife Ona were 
employed. Rev. Epler became visitation pastor and 
Ona was the director of Christian education. One of 
her first jobs was setting up the church library. 

There is a special connection to our present pastor, 
Jenni, who is the granddaughter of Sherman and 
Ona.  

Below is a picture of Ona working in the library. 



A Note from Don & Janet... 

Dear Friends, 

Summer brings so many new opportunities to see 
friends and family. We have been enjoying that for 
a few weeks now.  It also brings a new pastor to 
Christ First and worship in air conditioned Darrah 
Hall.  It is a more informal atmosphere. One thing 
we enjoyed this week was the children joining in 
when it came time to pray.  They are feeling com-
fortable to pray out loud with voices that can be 
heard.  What a joy they are!! 

Pastor Jenni titled her message, “HOPELESSLY DE-
VOTED”.  It’s not only God that is hopelessly de-
voted to us, but in our life journey we can look 
through the lens of His love and seek to love Him 
with ALL our heart, and mind, and soul, and 
strength. 

We were taken through two scripture passages, 
Luke 10:38-42 takes us to the home of Martha and 
Mary.  We see the contrast between how these 
two women respond to the visit of Jesus. 

The Colossians 1:15-28.  In this letter Paul speaks 
of the Supremacy of Jesus, the Son of God. 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. 

For in him ALL things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, wheth-
er thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; ALL 
things have been created through him and for 
him. 

He is before ALL things, and in him ALL things hold 
together. 

And he is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 

Later in the day we were worshipping at Chau-
tauqua, singing in the Sacred Song Service this 
wonderful hymn that expresses some of the es-
sence that is our Lord. 

LOVE DIVINE,  all loves excelling,  

JOY OF HEAVEN, to earth come down,  

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown.   

JESUS, thou art ALL  compassion;  

pure unbounded love thou art;  

visit us with thy salvation;  

enter every trembling heart. 

(Jesus is Love Divine and the Joy of Heaven) 

And the final prayer from the Book of Common 
Prayer, 1979: O God, you made us in your own 
image and redeemed us:  Look with compassion 
n the whole human family; take away the arro-
gance and hatred which infect our hearts; break-
down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 
that, in your good time, ALL NATIONS AND RACES 
MAY SERVE YOU IN AROUND YOUR HEAVENLY 
THRONE. 

We are loved, dear ones, and NOTHING can sepa-
rate us from the love of God the Father, Jesus, 
the Son of God and the Holy Spirit. May His love 
continue to infuse your summer as you love ALL 
people that come into your path with the love of 
Jesus.  

Love, Don and Janet  



The standard Safe Sanctuaries training will be held Satur-

day, 6 August 2022 from 9:00 am—12:30 pm via Zoom. 

 Registration will close: 8/5/2022 at 5:00 pm 

 If you are not registered by that time you will not be able 

to attend this event.  Our next conference Zoom Safe Sanc-

tuaries training is not scheduled until November 5, 2022!  

 The training will follow the revised ZOOM curriculum de-

veloped by the Upper New York Annual Conference Safe 

Sanctuaries Team, educating those involved in ministries 

who work with children and vulnerable adults on risks and 

prevention strategies related to abuse.  

The training will be facilitated by Arlene Schmidt and Pastor 

Christine Mitchell. 

Please register at: 

 https://uny-ss-basic-aug6.eventbrite.com  

The participant curriculum packet is available on the Eventbrite 

event page via download .  We recommend printing or asking 

your church office to print this packet for you prior to signing 

into the training . 

For more information on Safe Sanctuaries, and on background 

checks, go to : 

https://www.unyumc.org/resources/safe-sanctuaries        

Singles 

Thank You! We want to say thank you for 
the wonderful welcome we have experienced 
over the past weeks. The gift cards were an 
amazing idea and we are excited about trying 

each one! We look forward to the time we have in ministry 
with you and we know that God has a plan for the family of 
CF UMC! 

Pastor Jenni & Dave 

Pastor Jenni Wants to Know! 

Are you interested in a Bible study, 
book study, or topic study? Should we 
begin an adult Sunday school class? 
Maybe something mid-week? Morning? 
Day-time? Evening? OH! So Many Possi-
bilities 

I want to hear what you are interested 
in. Call, text, email, leave me a note in 
the offering plate or under my door on 
Sunday, or stop into the office 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SIXcVPB3kYKxVVSSfYDuGOjIahQUJ7dVRT-uMPNgMhw6YKZl3SgDk7w84cji1Bq-Yj_42w_1BuLEN3aYYYZ0Q06n83MH2cM08Xd-YR5TmfwxA4w2zPJLeJjKG3mwXXXqZmJn83ic63Mmh32CVQuOs29texDMiRyEeuX8MAvhPjg=&c=zcbkXhccIfV8sc0Au-p1-ywkfoLEopqhMLoAl7ueqCQNqZ2a4XZs
https://www.unyumc.org/resources/safe-sanctuaries


    Happy Anniversary      

  8-1 Andrew & Meaghan Dykstra 

 8-4 Charles & Cathy Strand 

 8-21 Mario & Rosie Cali 

 8-24 Norm & Helen Merrill 

 8-27 Paul & Rebecca Swanson 

 8-30 Richard & Heather Turner III 

 8-31 Dan & Judy Atkins 

 Happy Birthday     

8-1 Joyce Erickson 

8-2 Mary Glatz 

8-3 Carter Turner 

8-5 Kelly Madden 

8-6 Donald Peterson 

8-7 Scott Forsberg 

8-8 Meaghan Dykstra 

8-8 Shannon Lingle  

8-9 Avery Blasdell 

8-13 Rachel Anderson 

8-13 David Gordon 

8-15 Ron Madden 

8-16 Carmen Perez 

8-18 Bruce Colburn 

8-23 Justine Sandburg 

8-24 Jerry Felton 

8-28 Chloe Gordon 

8-28 John Rowan 

8-30 Jacob Kindberg 

8-31 Mary Ellen Ambrosini 

For years, our church has had a discretionary fund to be 
used at the discretion of the pastor to assist with special 
needs.  In the past, those special needs have included 
gas for travel; assistance with utility bills; food; house-
hold supplies; lodging; medicine and help with replacing 
clothing following a fire.  Cash in never given.  Aid is giv-
en in the form of gift cards or arrangements are made 
for the church to pay directly by check. The discretion-
ary fund has and continues to be funded by a special 
offering on Holy Communion Sundays—the first Sun-
day of each month.  A separate offering plate is made 
available with a sign in it stating, “Discretionary Fund”.  
Your contributions are greatly appreciated in this mis-
sion effort to help those in need 

Scams are a reality in our day. People intent on 

doing EVIL will take advantage of us in many cre-

ative ways. Add this to our modern technology 

and we have a recipe for DISASTER. If 

you EVER receive a phone call, text, email, 

tweet, Instagram message, Facebook message, 

or any other means of contact from Christ First 

UMC or Pastor Jenni asking for money or help  

               - KNOW THIS - it's a SCAM!  

We will NEVER contact anyone and ask for mon-

ey, bank accounts, gift cards, bitcoin, or any oth-

er form of currency. Please DO NOT respond! DO 

NOT PANIC! At the next available opportunity, 

call Pastor Jenni at the church office or on the 

parsonage phone or stop in to see me at the 

office. Nothing will be so urgent that it requires 

an immediate response.  

Or register at:  
https://forms.gle/L31CqvkdXToKDSD87 

https://forms.gle/L31CqvkdXToKDSD87?fbclid=IwAR0ybg9DaeQna-yP9t7v644skw6w7qvyoDMUMTZc0-CuZigsAKfC-79EgLw


 

 

Recurring Events 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am DH 

Mon.  Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Mon & Wed Food Pantry 10:00 am-Noon 

Thurs. AA - 8:00-9: 00 pm 

Thurs. Bible Study  

8/8 Trustees—4:00 pm 

8/8 Advisory  Council— 6:00 pm 

8/10 Single’s Brunch Davidson’s Restaurant 

8/15-19 VBS - 9:00 am—Noon 

8/23 Dementia Caregivers Group—Noon 

8/23 Congressional & Primary Election 

8/27 Single’s Allegheny State Park-10:00 am 

  

Pastor Jenni and Rev. Dave host a time of pray-

er and reflection on Scripture every Monday 

through Thursday morning at 5:30 AM live on 

YouTube.  Lasting approximately 20 minutes, 

this can be viewed live or at any time any day, 

all at your convenience!  They can be found by 

going to YouTube.com and searching PortaPar-

sonage.  Don’t have a YouTube account?  No 

problem!  You can find them on Facebook as 

well!  Go to https://www.Facebook.com/

PortaParsonage.  No Facebook account?  Try 

https://portaparsonage.weebly.com.  All of our 

morning prayer videos (and so much more!) 

can be found there. 

What is the PortaParsonage, and what’s it all 

about?  Go to their website and click on the 

“Our Story” tab.  There you will also find a link 

that takes you to a video about how the 

PortaParsonage was born! 

While you’re at it, check out Jenni’s personal 

website, https://bendingroad.weebly.com. 

There you will find all kinds of information 

about your new pastor!  Her thoughtful reflec-

tions on the “Bend in the Road” will encourage 

you on your life’s journey! 

Please remember to call the 

church office to let us know of 

family members who have been 

hospitalized and need prayer. 
Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
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The Cornerstone is a publication of Christ First United Methodist Church. In order to provide the 

best Newsletter possible and to see that it arrives on time, we ask that the following considerations be taken when 

making submissions. 

 Please make all submissions by the 15th of the month.  As a publication of community life of the church, any sub-

missions of a personal nature should be discussed with the  pastor before submission.  Please email or provide a 

written copy of your submission.  Thank You. 
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