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2) Get to know our neighbors and 
make a difference in their lives. 

3) Build our adult ministries and de-
velop small groups for accountability 
and learning. 

4) Continue supporting the confer-
ence by paying our shared ministries 
at 100%.  

5) Meet our budget through the gen-
erosity of our members and constitu-
ents with no more funds drawn from 
our endowments. 

All of this takes money. As the leader-
ship and staff of the church work to re-
duce expenses, we need you to in-
crease income. Everyone can do some-
thing and many of us can do more. I am 
asking you to seriously consider what 
God is asking you to give to support 
and grow the ministries of Christ First 
UMC.  

Please fill out the pledge card located 
on the back page of the newsletter and 
bring it to church on October 9, 2022. If 
you cannot attend, please return your 
pledge card to the church office before 
that date. 

In Generosity and Gratitude, 

Rev. Jenni Piatt 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Once again, it is the time of year when we 
consider our financial commitment to the 
Christ First UMC. For some of us, this is 
just what we do and you will do what you 
did last year. Others may throw this letter 
away without reading any further. Still, 
others may put it in a pile to be lost or dis-
carded at some point in the future. 
(Please Don’t!) 

Christ First UMC has had some significant 
changes in 2022 and 2023 looks exciting! 
The Finance Team, Staff Pastor-Parish Re-
lations Committee, and the Advisory 
Council are all working to reduce expens-
es, right size staffing, increase mission and 
ministry, and increase income. All of this 
takes time and effort. All of this takes 
YOU! 

Personally, I have five initial goals for the 
coming year: 

1) Continue building our children’s min-
istry, which has already begun with the 
addition of two new classes and up-
grades to our nursery. 



Beginning in September, the Children’s Program 
will be expanding! This is  in an effort to meet the 
needs of the children in our congregation, as well 
as grow our ministry.  

Here are some dates and activities to keep in mind: 

 Sunday during service: Sunday School ages 
2—2nd Grade (beginning September 11th) 

 Sunday following service from 11:00–11:30 
am: Bible Study ages 3rd-6th Grade (beginning 
September 18th) 

 Sunday evening 6:00-7:00 pm: Youth Group 
ages 7th-12th Grade (beginning September 
11th) 

  Sunday—11:30-12:00 (end time may vary): 
Liturgical Dance (beginning September 4th) 

 Thursday—5:00-5:45 pm: Children’s Choir 
(beginning September 8th) 

 September 23rd—5:30-7:00 pm: The first of 
our CF Connections monthly events.  We will 
have a cookout with hot dogs, s’mores, and 
engaging activities for every age! Please join 
us! 

"CF-Connections" Events 

  Please join us!!! 
 

 Friday, 23 September 2022 

 Saturday, 29 October 2022 

 Saturday, 12 November 2022 

 

CF Connections are Multi-Generational  events de-
signed to bring members of Christ First UMC to-
gether in new and exciting ways.  Kids and adults 
of all ages are welcome! 



Singles 

Financial Update through the end of July 

The budgeted pledges 
for the year total 
$120,000.  We need to 
receive $10,000 each 
month or $2,307.69 
per week.  For the 31 

Sundays through July, we needed to receive 
$71,538.39 and we received $58,446.10 leaving us 
short by $13,092.29.  Total income received from 
Pledges, non pledges, plate offering, initial offer-
ing, fuel offering, church use, misc. income, en-
dowments, and reserve funds through July is 
$147,616.38.  Budgeted income for seven months 
is $151,606.00 leaving us short by $3,989.62. 

Expenses for the year total $269,111.36 or 

$22,425.95 per month or $5,175.22 per week.  To-
tal expenses through July were $165,834.84.  Budg-
eted expenses for seven months equal 
$156,981.63.  Expenses for seven months were 
over by $8,853.21. With the use of monies from 
the trust funds ($24,340.16 ytd) designated for the 
budget and monies from the reserve fund ($20,000 
ytd), all bills have been paid through the month of 
July.  

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting the 
ministries of our church.  The next five months will 
be a financial challenge for our congregation and 
without an increase in income, and a decrease in 
expense, we will be in the red.  

The Finance Committee 

Vacation Bible School 

We had a very successful 
week of VBS! 23 children 
from our congregation and 
the community joined us 
as we learned the stories 
of Creation, Noah's Ark, 
Daniel and the Lions, The 
Lost Sheep, and Jesus' ride 
to Jerusalem on a donkey. 

These stories helped us talk about God's love, His promis-
es, and the trust we can place in Him! The children ended 
the week with a wonderful program where they sang 4 
songs and showed off the artwork they made throughout 
the week. Thank you so much to those who volunteered 
their time and energy to share the week with us!  

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

 

*** Important News*** 

In an effort to be better stewards of our 
Church’s resources, we will be no longer 

mailing the Newsletter to our members.  Newsletters will 
be available to pick-up at the church or you may view 
them on the web at: www.ChristFirstJamestown.org 
Plans are underway to provide Newsletters to the home-
bound and those who are out of town.  Thank you for 
your patience and understanding. 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
http://www.ChristFirstJamestown.org


A Note from Don & Janet... 

Dear Friends, 

Each month is the question, Lord, what do you 
want us to talk about now? And it seems as 
though prayer should be the subject. Our quilted 
wall calendar for July seemed to lead us with this 
verse from 2nd Chronicles 7:14—If my people who 
are called by my name will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin and I will heal their land. 

This call to prayer was about the whole nation of 
Israel, but it could be a personal prayer as well.   If 
I who am called by God’s name will humble my-
self and pray and seek God’s face, and turn from 
my wicked ways—(those times I have not loved 
my neighbor or spoken harshly, spread gossip, or 
any one of dozens of things that we know in      
our hearts are displeasing to God). Then God will 
heard from heaven and for give my sin and heal 
me in body, mind and spirit. 

Another verse on the August calendar is Mark 
10:27—With God everything is possible. 

What have we learned about prayer down 
through the years? Just a smidgin of what there is 
to learn, but  here goes on a few things that have 
become clear. 

 “prayer is a conversation, not a catalog order. 
It’s sharing our heart with the one who creat-
ed it, and accepting that He always knows 

best.  After all, God is God—and we are 
not”. 

 Your will be done! Lord, I want your will to 
be our deepest desire and our most con-
sistent prayer. 

 Jesus, the greatest wisdom I can desire is 
intimacy with God through you.  Luke 10:22  

 Those who trust in the Lord (who talk with 
Him) will find new strength.  They will soar 
high on wings like eagles. They will run and 
not grow weary. They will walk ad not faint. 
Isaiah 40:31  What a wonderful verse for us 
in these later years when our bodies are 
weak… He renews our spirits daily with his 
presence and verses like these. 

 As Ephesians 1:16 says—”We have not 
stopped thanking the Lord for you. We 
pray for you constantly, asking God, the 
glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
give you spiritual wisdom and insight so 
that you might grow in your knowledge of 
God.” 

 It is a great and wonderful privilege to pray 
for each other. 

 Don and I have been praying together for 60 
years ow. We had mentors that showed us 
conversational prayer and that’s what we 
do. Have a conversation with God in the 
middle.  Batting ideas back and forth like a 
ping-pong ball. Taking turns. If you can find 
a prayer partner it is so rewarding. Our per-
sonalities are so different. Don is go-go, 
get’r done and I’m laid back. God is the glue 
that binds us together in all circumstances 
when we could fly apart.   

 Many years ago when Don graduated from 
Cornell and we moved to Binghamton, I was 
able to have a prayer partner with a young 
mother like me and we still are close friends 
even though we have not lived in close 
proximity for many years. 



Pastor Jenni Wants to Know! 

Are you interested in a Bible study, book 
study, or topic study? Should we begin 
an adult Sunday school class? Maybe 
something mid-week? Morning? Day-
time? Evening? OH! So Many Possibilities 

I want to hear what you are interested 
in. Call, text, email, leave me a note in 
the offering plate or under my door on 
Sunday, or stop into the office 

 

 

Recurring Events 

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am DH 

Mon.  Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Tues.  Scouts—Pack 135  6:00 pm 

Mon & Wed Food Pantry 10:00 am-Noon 

Thurs. Bible Study & Brown Bag Lunch 

Thurs  CF Kids Choir  4:45—5:45 pm 

Thurs  Chancel Choir  6:30—8:00 pm 

Thurs. AA - 8:00-9: 00 pm 

 

9/5 Labor Day—Church Offices Closed 

9/6 String Quartet Rehearsal 6:30 

9/10 Single’s Brunch—The Dinner Bell 

9/12 Trustees—4:00 pm 

9/12 Advisory  Council— 6:00 pm 

9/13 String Quartet Rehearsal 6:30 

9/14 Outlanders Bible Study—10:00 am 

9/20 Dist. One-on-One Interviews—various 

9/20 String Quartet Rehearsal 6:30 

9/21 Outlanders Bible Study—10:00 am 

9/23 Veteran’s Healthcare Event—10:00 am 

9/23 Single’s—JHS Football Strider Field 

9/24 Serendipity Concert—Sanctuary 7:00 pm 

9/25 Dementia Caregivers Group—Noon 

9/26 Pastor Jenni “Let’s Talk” - 1:00 & 6:00 pm 

9/27 Dementia Caregiver’s Group—12:00 pm 

9/27  Dist. One-on-One Interviews—various 

9/28 Dist. One-on-One Interviews—various 

9/28 Outlanders Bible Study—10:00 am 

9/29 Dist. One-on-One Interviews—various 

 I am so thankful that years ago 
GRACE reached down and swooped 
me up and has never let me go.  The 
grace of God gave love and for-
giveness that I had never known.  

 The Holy Spirit can pray for us when 
we don’t know how. Romans 8:26 
There is so much peace when we can 
turn things over to Him.  

I have seen answers to prayer this sum-
mer when I was able to take my complet-
ed memoirs to a printer and arrange for 
copies to be made for our family. I wrote 
most of it years ago and spent this spring 
editing and completing the project. 
Choosing pictures to include was a  hard 
task but that hurdle was accomplished. 
There is much in my story that includes 
our faith journey. 

We are in awe of our great God for send-
ing to our church Pastor Jenni and her 
husband who are passionate about Jesus 
and Prayer. They have a web site where 
they accept prayer concerns you have and 
they pray every Monday-Thursday at 5:30 
live or you can tune in later in the day. If 
you contact Pastor Jenni , she can tell you 
more.   

Love and Blessings, Don and Janet  



    Happy Anniversary      

   9-2 Ted & Tish Okerlund 

 9-10 Dave & Joyce Burgeson 

   9-16 Douglas & Kristi Weaver 

   9-17 Adam & Megan McKinley 

   9-23 Charles & Gloria Piazza 

 Happy Birthday     

9-2 Richard Trostle 

9-3 Jordan Coccagnia 

9-3 Leigh Woodin 

9-4 Tish Okerlund 

9-6 Kenzie Mason 

9-7 Cassie Fuller 

9-7 Jack Sherwood  

9-8 Chad Murray 

9-10 Alex Boardman 

9-10 Joyce Burgeson 

9-12 Charles Strand 

9-19 Nancy Jones 

9-20 Lisa Wright 

9-21 Sarah Calalesina 

9-23 Betty Glatz 

9-23 Douglas Knopp 

9-23 Lois Piazza 

9-24 William Larson 

9-25 Tom Blodien 

9-25  Ryan Silsby 

9-27 Linda Tang 

9-27 Clinton Ward 

9-28 Ted Okerlund 

Please remember to call the church of-

fice to let us know of family members 

who have been hospitalized and need 

prayer. 

Bending Road 

No matter where you go in life, two things are for certain:  

1) you will eventually come to a bend in the road, 
and 

2) God will always see you through.  

Join Pastor Jenni for weekly encouragement, as you navigate 
the bends in your road of life.   

You can find the links to the Bending Road YouTube site on 

BendingRoad.weebly.com 

Prayers for Bishop Webb  as he retires 
and a new Bishop is assigned to the 
UNYAC. 

Elected to the episcopal office in 2012, 
Bishop Webb has led the Upper New 
York Area for nearly ten years. With 
more than 134,000 members, the epis-
copal area includes 865 local churches 

and 85 new faith communities in 12 districts, covering 
48,000 square miles in 49 of the 62 counties in New York 
state.  

 

Please Pray for the Upper New 
York Annual Conference of the 
UMC which will be meeting virtu-
ally on October 6-8, 2023.  
Theme: The theme will be It is 

Well – Keeping Hope Alive. We acknowledge all that we 
have faced in the last two years, and through it all, we are 
well, and God’s hope is alive.   

 

BendingRoad.weebly.com


 UMC Disaffiliation 

What is THAT About? Let’s Talk! 
  

I have heard (although I do not know an exact num-
ber) that more than 300 UMC churches have disaffili-
ated from the UMC. There are thirteen on target for 
separation in the Upper New York Conference, with 
more to follow. What is this all about? Why is this hap-
pening? What does it mean for us at CFUMC? 

 Pastor Jenni would like to sit down and have a conver-
sation around this issue and these questions.  

Join us on September 26 @ 1:00 PM and again at 
6:00 PM in Darrah Hall.  

 

Let’s talk! 
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The Cornerstone is a publication of Christ First United Methodist Church. In order to provide the 

best Newsletter possible and to see that it arrives on time, we ask that the following considerations be taken when 

making submissions. 

 Please make all submissions by the 15th of the month.  As a publication of community life of the church, any sub-

missions of a personal nature should be discussed with the  pastor before submission.  Please email or provide a 

written copy of your submission.  Thank You. 

 

Office: 664-5803 | email: c1stumc@gmail.com 
Pastor: Jennifer Piatt Administrative Assistant: Kim Olofson   Custodian: Charlie Nickerson  

  Organist: Andy Schmidt   Choir Director: Steven Woods 

September 2022 
Christ First United Methodist Church 

663 Lakeview Avenue 

Jamestown, NY 14701-3105 
 


