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Lastly, others have needs and you can 
help them. The Bible also tells us that 
we all have things we are good at and 
things we need help with. If we all pitch 
in and help with the things we are good 
at, all the work is easier. We can all do 
our part. 

Coming to church is more than an obli-
gation or just something that we do. It 
is an opportunity to worship God and 
hear from God. God wants to have a 
relationship with YOU and wants to 
meet you in many ways, including 
church.  Come and also connect with 
others. Be encouraged. Encourage oth-
ers. Be part of a viable body. 

Come and join us this Sunday and bring 
someone with you! 

  Rev. Jenni Piatt 

Why Should I Go to Church? 

I have heard it asked, 
“Why should I go to 
church?”  That is a 
good question and 
there is a good an-
swer.  There are oth-

er reasons as well, but my top four rea-
sons have to do with God, you, your fami-
ly, and others. 

First, God has done great things for us. 
He has given us life and hope for the fu-
ture. The Sunday church service is only 
one  (1) hour. It is not much to give in re-
turn for all he has given us. 

Second, we all have needs and what 
better place to have our needs met than 
with family. The Bible ets us know that the 
church is the family of God and we are 
there for one another. You are never 
alone and the church family is where we 
can best understand that truth. 

Third, if you have a family  with a busy 
life, Sunday morning may be the only time 
that you can spend one hour, relaxed and 
all focused on the same activity.  This s a 
good time to spend together, regardless 
of age. Church also gives you something to 
talk about as the week goes on and it can 
teach you to pray together. 

Join us as we vote on Church lead-

ership and consider our growth 

and goals for the  future of the 

Church. 



 

 

Recurring Events 

Sunday ........ Worship Service – 10:00 am 

Sunday ........ SS – Ages 5-7: 10:30 am 

 Sunday........ Bible Study-Grades 3-6:  11:00 am 

Sunday ........ Liturgical Dance Practice: 11:30 am 

Sunday ........ Youth Group-Grades 7-12:  6:00 pm 

Monday ........ Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Mon & Wed ... Food Pantry:  10:00 am – Noon 

Monday ........ Mozart Chorus: 10:00 am 

Tuesday ....... BSA Pack 135:  6:00 pm 

Wednesday .. Outlander’s Group: 10:00 am 

Wednesday .. Crazy Love Bible Study: 4:00 pm 

Thursday. .... Bible Study & BYO Lunch:   11:00 am 

Thursday ..... Children’s Choir Practice: 4:45 pm 

Thursday ..... Chancel Choir Practice: 6:30 pm 

Thursday. .... AA:   8:00-9:00 pm 

Other Events 

10/3  Finance Team Meeting—4:30 pm  

10/6 UPNY Annual Conference  

10/7 UPNY Annual Conference 

10/7  Evacuation Drill WMS 

10/8 UPNY Annual Conference 

10/10 Church Offices Closed—Columbus Day 

10/10 Trustees—4:00 pm 

10/10 Advisory  Council— 6:00 pm 

10/11 Denver Bierman Concert—7:00 pm 

10/23 Let’s Talk Soup & Sandwich—11:30 am 

10/25 Dementia Caregiver’s Group—Noon 

10/25 Charge Conference—6:30 pm 

10/27 SPPRC Committee—9:30 am 

10/28 Scouts Halloween Party—6:30 pm 

10/29 CF Connections—4:00 pm 

Tuesday, 11 October 2022  - 7:00 pm 

Denver Bierman Concert! 

Christ First—Sanctuary 

 LECA Concerts 

Saturday, 5 November 2022 | 4:00 pm 

Christ First—Sanctuary 

Sunday, 6 November 2022 | 4:00 pm 

Cathedral of  St. Paul—Erie, PA 



Singles 

Financial 

Update 

through 

the end of 

August 

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

*** Important News*** 

Due to popular demand, we will 
continue to mail the Church  News-
letter to our church friends and 

families.   We hope to come up with some inno-
vative solutions to help defray the cost of pro-
ducing the newsletter.  More on that later.  
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

2022 Approved Budget    271,246 

Spending Reduction    (14,394) 

Pledges & Offerings  (104,471) 

Church Use & Misc. Income      (3,747) 

Trusts & Endowments   (51, 726) 
 

Balance Needed Sep-Dec 2022      96,908 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge


A Note from Don & Janet... 

Dear Friends, 

Our usual start to Sunday mornings is a program 
of music and scripture, “Sing for Joy, from St. Olaf 
College in Minnesota.  Sundays at Christ First fol-
low the same format of scripture from the lection-
ary that is used all over the world.  And sure 
enough on September 11th, Pastor Jenni followed 
that same theme and expanded it in ways that 
made it even clearer.  

 Jesus always told stories to explain God’s nature 
and purpose. Three of them are found in Luke 15.  
It begins with Jesus speaking to the crowd and an-
swering the Pharisees and legal experts who were 
grumbling and complaining about him welcoming 
an eating with sinners 

He started with the parable of the shepherd who 
had one lost sheep and left his other ninety-nine 
sheep to search for the one who was lost. When 
he found it he rejoiced and called for friends and 
neighbors to come help him celebrate. 

Then there’s the story of the woman who has 10 
silver coins and searches diligently until she finds 
on e of them that is lost. Again she celebrates with 
friends. Jesus sums up both stories saying, “Joy 
breaks out in the presence of God’s angels over 
one sinner who changes both heart and life. 

Then the third story, the familiar Prodigal Son 
which is worth another read whether we feel lost 
or much gratitude for God not giving up on us and 

seeking us when we are lost. 

The story ends with these words, “we had to cel-
ebrate and be glad because this brother of yours 
was dead and is alive.  He was lost and is found.” 

The music began early in the morning with Mari-
an Anderson singing, “Done Foun’ My Lost 
Sheep” and “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
-  the third verse: 

O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above. 

“Amazing Grace” -  the third verse: 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 

Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

“Create in Me A Clean Heart”: 

 Create in Me A Clean Heart, O God  
and put a new and right spirit in me. 

Cast me not away from your presence  
and take not your holy Spirit from me.  

Psalm 51:10. 

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”: 

 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
Like the wideness of the sea. 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice,  
which is more than liberty. 

There is welcome for the sinner,  
And more graces for the good! 
There is mercy with the Savior’ 

There is healing in his blood. 
For the love of God is broader  

Than the measure of our mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind, 



And finally back to Jamestown, NY where 
we opened with “Praise My Soul, the King 
of Heaven”: 

Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven 
To the throne thy tribute bring; 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore God’s praises sing. 

Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Praise the everlasting King 

Then “Immortal, Invisible, God Only 
Wise”., and a rousing version of “Since Je-
sus Came into my Heart”- verse two: 

I have ceased from my wandering 
 and going astray, 

…..And my sins, which were many 
Are all washed away, 

Since Jesus came into my Heart. 

The choir sang a special version of “God of 
Grace and God of Glory” with these end-
ing words:   

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
For the living of these days 

The service ended with “Grace Alone”  

Grace alone, which God supplies, 
Strength unknown he will provide. 

Our take away was a wonderful assurance 
that all those people, family, friends, that 
we keep in our prayers are not only 
known and cared for by God, but he has 
found them and is just waiting for them to 
come home and join the celebration.  

Join in this prayer from Sunday’s service: 

Lord God, we are lost without your pres-
ence. We ask for your guidance, We seek 
your Spirit. We knock on the door of your 
kingdom and beg to come inside, We are 
here to discover you I your glory. Thank 
you for never abandoning us in our quest 
of you.  Amen 

Love and Blessings, Don and Janet  

 

"CF-Connections" Events 

  Please join us!!! 
 

 Saturday, 29 October 2022 

 Saturday, 12 November 2022 

 

CF Connections are Multi-Generational  events 
designed to bring members of Christ First UMC 
together in new and exciting ways.  Kids and 
adults of all ages are welcome! 

CF Connections—September 

We had a blast at our September CF Connections 
Event!  

We roasted hot dogs, made s’mores, played Corn-
hole, burnt a rainbow fire, and enjoyed each oth-
er’s company! Thank You to all who were able to 
join us, and to all who made the event possible 
with their time and donations. We can’t wait for 
the next event! 



In Memory 
 

Flora M. Ward 

10/18/1942—9/26/2022 

 

    Happy Anniversary      

 10-11  Alton & Shirley DeLong  

10-11  Andrew & Stephanie Johnston  

10-17 Matthew & Sarah Jones 

10-18 Steve & Michelle Woods 

 Happy Birthday     

10-2  Elaine Sherwood  

10-3  Patricia Spencer  

10-5  Barrett Mason  

10-6  Ashley Jock  

10-7 Jerry Vargeson 

10-9  Haley Mason  

10-11  Brenda Johnson  

10-11  Jody Terhune  

10-12  Edna Ayers  

10-12 Daniel Fuller 

10-12  Beryl Miller  

10-13  Sue Ann Sehl  

10-14 Kevin Harvey 

10-14  Connie Pilato  

10-15 Danielle Ruttenbur 

10-16  Dorothy Snitger  

10-16  Catherine Strand  

10-17  Evelyn Rowan  

10-19  Meghan Murray  

10-22 Lucinda Lamb 

10-23  Richard Fiorenzo  

10-23  Mary Ann Harp  

10-27  Linda Carlson  

10-28  Evan Blasdell  

10-28  Gavin Blasdell  

10-29 Stephen Anderson 

10-30  Janet Nuzzo  

10-31  Brandon Dykstra  

Please remember to call the church of-

fice to let us know of family members 

who have been hospitalized and need 

prayer. 

Please Pray for the Upper New 
York Annual Conference of the 
UMC which will be meeting virtu-
ally on October 6-8, 2023.  
Theme: The theme will be It is 

Well – Keeping Hope Alive. We acknowledge all that we 
have faced in the last two years, and through it all, we are 
well, and God’s hope is alive.   

 

you are blessed to 

BE A BLESSING 
PLEASE GIVE AS YOU ARE ABLE! 

 
Memorial Concert 

Celebrating the Life of Helga Hulse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 23 October 2022—4:00 pm 

First Lutheran Church 

Featuring the music of Cesar Franck  

on the anniversary of his 200th Birthday. 



 UMC Disaffiliation 

What is THAT About? Let’s Talk! 
  

I have heard (although I do not know an exact num-
ber) that more than 300 UMC churches have disaffili-
ated from the UMC. There are thirteen on target for 
separation in the Upper New York Conference, with 
more to follow. What is this all about? Why is this hap-
pening? What does it mean for us at CFUMC? 

 Pastor Jenni would like to sit down and have a conver-
sation around this issue and these questions.  

Join us on Sunday, 23 October 2022 @ 11:30 am for 
Soup, Sandwiches, and Talk in Darrah Hall.  

 

Let’s talk! 

National AMBUCS, Inc. is a 
nonprofit charitable organi-
zation with a diverse mem-
bership dedicated to inspiring 

mobility & independence.  Inspiring people to conquer chal-
lenges related to mobility and independence, through a na-
tionwide network of volunteer chapters, working in partner-
ship with physical, occupational and speech therapists; by 
providing Amtryke adaptive trykes, scholarships for thera-
pists and many forms of community service. 

http://www.amtrykestore.org/
https://ambucs.org/therapists/scholarship-program/
https://ambucs.org/therapists/scholarship-program/
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The Cornerstone is a publication of Christ First United Methodist Church. In order to provide the 

best Newsletter possible and to see that it arrives on time, we ask that the following considerations be taken when 

making submissions. 

 Please make all submissions by the 15th of the month.  As a publication of community life of the church, any sub-

missions of a personal nature should be discussed with the  pastor before submission.  Please email or provide a 

written copy of your submission.  Thank You. 
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