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Loving, Growing, Serving: Putting Christ First!  
ple. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sing unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God, and saying, ‘glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward me.’ “ 

Read this passage over and over this 
holiday season. Let the words remind 
you of the comfort and joy that comes 
from a relationship with Jesus.  Let God 
speak to you in the comfort of the fa-
miliar. 

It is my prayer that we would also re-
member that this amazing event—God 
coming to earth in human flesh—calls 
us to action. Mary stepped up to the 
task of Mother, Joseph took Mary and 
Jesus as his own, the shepherds and 
wise men went to see and then spread 
the word, and the angels proclaimed 
the message of Immanuel! In the com-
fort and Joy of this season, may we also 
break out of our comfort zone and pro-
claim to the world that God is here! 

Merry Christmas! 

  Rev. Jenni Piatt 

Comfort and Joy! 

Christmas is probably a favorite time of 
year for many of you. It is for me!  There is 
something about the smell of wood in the 
fireplace, cookies baking, warm cinnamon, 
and pine that can bring back special mem-
ories.  There are familiar carols that make 
us smile as we realize we know the words 
and can sing along. We see friends and 
family that we may not see at any other 
time of the year and we remember how 
much we love and are loved. We can re-
call the sound of wrapping paper, shop-
ping and snow crunching under our feet. 
Our senses seem to come alive during the 
holiday season and we rest in the familiar-
ity of tradition.  

This year, it will be much the same.  Car-
ols, cookies, Christmas trees, and lights.  
There will be words read from the Bible 
that many of us have almost memorized 
without even realizing it.  One Scripture 
that is read every year comes from Luke 
2:8-14 and says, “And there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all peo-

 



Singles 

Financial 

Update 

through 

the end of 

October 

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

2022 Approved Budget    271,246 

Spending Reduction    (14,394) 

Pledges & Offerings  (142,182) 

Church Use & Misc. Income     (3,607) 

Trusts & Endowments   (51, 726) 
 

Balance Needed Nov-Dec 2022      59,337 

Christmas Offering 
The Northside Food Pantry is transitioning from 
the Food Bank of Western NY to a Church-based 
ministry.  This new version of the Food Bank will 
be serving members of Christ First UMC, our 
workers from the Seneca Nation and our Dwyer 
Veterans.   

The Christmas Offering will go towards buying 
supplies for this new ministry.  Thank 
you for your support of the Food Pan-
try in the past, and thank you in ad-
vance for your continued support. 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge


A Note from Don & Janet... 

Dear Friends, 

We will start this letter with a passage from one of 
our favorite Psalms, 139: 

“Lord, you have examined me.  You know me. 

You know when I sit down and when I stand up. 

Even from far away, you comprehend my plans. 

You study my traveling and resting.  

You are thoroughly familiar with all my  ways. 

There isn’t a word on my tongue, Lord, 

that you don’t already know completely. 

You surround me—front and back 

You put your hand on me. 

That kind of knowledge is too much for me. 

It’s so high above me that I can’t fathom it.   

(CEB Version) 

It’s well worth a complete read of this psalm! 
When I just a young girl my Aunt Elizabeth used to 
take us children for walks in the Bust cemetery.  
She would tell us about our forebears who had 
died many years before. Great grandparents and 
Great Greats that had  come from Europe and 
settled in the area. But also she knew stories 
about many other people who were buried there. 

 At the time,  the stories didn’t mean so much, 
but as I’ve gotten older and walked the ceme-
tery, I would like to know more about the people 
whose tombstones I see. What were their lives 
like” What did they do day-by-day? 

It occurs to me that God knows those stories 
maybe better than the people themselves.  

And he knows my story from the beginning until 
today. 

In the musical “Hamilton” members of the cast 
sing a song “Who lives, Who Dies, Who Tells Your 
Story”.  They sing, “And when you’re gone, who 
remembers your name? Who keeps your flame? 
Who tells your story? Most of us hope that 
someone will remember us and tell our story. 

David when he wrote this psalm knew that God 
knew his story from the beginning to the end and 
was there with him every moment. It wasn’t al-
ways a positive thing for David to know that God 
knew every part of his life. There were times he 
wanted to hide and cover up the details from 
God. But God never let David go, no matter what 
mistakes he made or what sins he committed. 
God knew David’s story and loved him no 
matter what!!!! 

We have and even greater edge than David. We 
know Jesus, full of grace and mercy and for-
giveness. Let us be full of thanksgiving today and 
everyday for His love that carries us through 
whatever life throws at us. Also thankful for all 
the people of faith that we celebrated  last Sun-
day. They gave us an amazing foundation that we 
don’t want to forget. 

Dear God, while human memories may fade and 
fail, you know our stories and none of us are lost 
to you. 

Love, Don and Janet  



CF Connections are Multi-Generational  events de-
signed to bring members of Christ First UMC together 
in new and exciting ways.  Kids and adults of all ages 
are welcome! 

 

Denver and the Mile High Orchestra 
 Kane UMC—Kane PA 

Concert – December 14 @ 7:00 PM 

If you want a ride, contact Pastor Jenni or Pastor Dave. If 

you can provide a ride, contact Pastor Jenni or Pastor 

Dave. 

Bending Road 

No matter where you go in life, two things are 
for certain:  

1) you will eventually come to a bend in the road, and 
2) God will always see you through.  

Join Pastor Jenni for weekly encouragement, as you navigate the 
bends in your road of life.   

You can find the links to the Bending Road YouTube site on 

BendingRoad.weebly.com 

Mission & Outreach 
Loving, Growing, Serving: Putting Christ First!  

We have changed our name to “Christ’s 
Hands & Feet” - anyone with a heart for mis-
sion, outreach, nurture, witness, and the car-
ing ministries of the church is welcome to join 
us. 

Here are some of the events planned: 

 December 2022—Salvation Bell Ringing  
12/21 

 January 2023—”Pass it Forward Cards” with 
TOPs Gift Cards 

 February 2023—CF Connections: Chiz Rider 
Concert & luncheon, and SOUPerbowl Sun-
day food drive. 

“Something told the wild geese 

 It was time to go. 

Though the fields lay golden 

 Something whispered, “Snow.” 

Leaves were green and stirring. 

 Berries, luster-glossed. 

But beneath warm feathers 

 Something cautioned, “Frost.” 

All the sagging orchards 

 Steamed with amber spice 

But each wild breast stiffened 

 At remembered ice. 

Something told the wild geese 

 It was time to fly— 

Summer sun was on their wings, 

 Winter in their cry.” 

— Rachel Field 

BendingRoad.weebly.com


 

 

 

Holiday Schedule 

 

 12-18 Cantata—10:00 am 

 12-24 Christmas Eve  - 1:00 pm 

Family Service—Darrah Hall 

 12-24 Christmas Eve—7:00 pm 

Candle Light Service—

Sanctuary 

 12-25 Christmas Day—10:00 am 

 1-1  New Year’s Day—10:00 am 

Ministry Action Plan and Recalibration: 

On November 14, the Advisory 

Board adopted a new MAP: 

Ministry Action Plan! and we 

are very excited. This plan in-

cludes a new mission state-

ment, a new logo, and a plan for 

Recalibration throughout 2023. 

Our New Mission Statement is: “Loving, Growing, 

Serving: Putting Christ First!” It is our hope that we 

all get excited about this, learn it, and be it in all we 

say and do. Our new logo is still a bit under construc-

tion, but stay tuned for the big reveal before the end 

of the year.  

Although the Recalibration program has already be-

gun just beneath the surface, it is now time to get 

YOU involved. All members, friends, and constituents 

of Christ First UMC must be involved to make this 

program work! We have all been impacted by the 

pandemic, new church leadership, changes in our de-

nomination, and events in the world around us. It is 

now time to Recalibrate! 

Please be a part of this process by planning to attend 

the four pot-luck dinners and discussions in February-

March. More information about dates and times will 

be coming. It is time to figure out who we are, what 

we are doing and get down to the business of: 

“Loving, Growing, Serving: Putting Christ First!” We 

hope you will commit to being a part of Recalibrating 

Christ First UMC in 2023. 

Please note there will be no Sunday School or 
Bible Study on the following dates: 

 18 December 2022 
 25 December 2022 
 1 January 2023 



Please remember to call the 

church office to let us know of 

family members who have been 

hospitalized and need prayer. 

2023 Leadership  

Trustees:  
Mel Feather-Chair, Sandy Calalesina, Ricky Culver, 
Doug Knopp, Paul Swanson, Kathy O’Hagan, Har-
ry Covert, Geoff Turner, Mary Anne Harp 

Advisory Council: 
Pam Shay-Chair, Mel Feather, Christine Gabriel-
sen, Connie Pilato, Kenzie Mason, Danica Olson, 
Judy Atkins, Don Peterson, Janet Peterson 

S/PPRC: 
Connie Pilato-Chair, Mary Glatz, Judy Swanson, 
Erv Hallin, Lori Carlson, Kathy Colburn, Bonnie 
Engberg, Sue Culver 

Finance: 
Christine Gabrielsen-Chair, Tom Glatz, Rick 
Turner, Doug Knopp,  

Mission & Outreach Team: 
Judy Atkins, Don Peterson, Connie Pilato, Pastor 
Jenni, and ALL members and friends of Christ 
First UMC  We are very excited about the number of 

pledges for 2023. We currently have 48 pledg-

es, in the amount of $153,230. Thank you to 

those who have committed to financially sup-

porting the ministries of Christ First UMC in 

the coming year.  

The Advisory Council voted, on November 14, 

2022, to approve the 2023 budget as present-

ed by the Finance Team. The budget will be 

supported by your tithes, offerings, our endow-

ments, and trust accounts. Pastor Jenni and 

the leadership of Christ First are committed to 

financial transparency and integrity. If you have 

any questions about the budget, income, or 

spending please contact Christine Gabrielsen, 

Finance Chair, or Pastor Jenni. 

Budget:  Note—This budget represents a re-

duction of $12,000 from the 2022 budget.  

  

Staff Salaries: 172,192         

Program & Facility: 46,950           

Shared Ministry & Conf: 40,097           

Total Budget '23 259,239         



 

Recurring Events 
Sunday ......... Worship Service – 10:00 am 

Sunday ......... SS – Ages 5-7: 10:30 am 

Sunday ......... Bible Study-Grades 3-6:  11:00 am 

Sunday  ......... Liturgical Dance Practice: 11:30 am 

Sunday ......... Youth Group-Grades 7-12:  6:00 pm 

Monday ......... Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Monday ......... Food Pantry:  10:00 am – Noon 

Monday ......... Mozart Chorus: 10:00 am 

Tuesday ........ BSA Pack 135:  6:00 pm 

Wednesday ... Outlander’s Group: 10:00 am 

Wednesday ... Crazy Love Bible Study: 4:00 pm 

Thursday. ..... Bible Study & BYO Lunch:   11:00 am 

Thursday Children’s Choir Practice: 4:45 pm 

Thursday Chancel Choir Practice: 6:30 pm 

Thursday. .... AA:   8:00-9:00 pm 

 

12/14 Denver Bierman—Kane UMC: 7:00 pm 

12/15 Cantata Dress Rehearsal:  6:30 pm 

12/18 Cantata during Worship:  10:00 am 

12/20 Scout’s Christmas Party:  6:00 pm 

12/21 Salvation Army Bell Ringing—Tops 

12/23 CF Connections—Caroling  4:15 pm 

12/24 Christmas Eve:      

Family Service—Darrah Hall—1:00 pm 

Candlelight Servce—Sanctuary—7:00 pm 

12/25  Christmas Day Service:  10:00 am 

12/26 Church Offices Closed  

   (Christmas Observed) 

12/27 Dementia Caregivers Group 

1/2/23 Church Offices Closed  

   (New Year’s Observed) 

 Happy Birthday     

12-1 Sarah Jones 

12-2 Matthew Bell 

12-8 Pastor Jenni 

12-15 Charlie Nickerson 

12-15 Catherine Regis-Green 

12-16 Megan McKinley 

12-18 Geoff Turner 

12-22 Bonnie Engberg 

12-23 Merrillie Schmidt 

12-24 Steven Woods 

12-26 Melody Fuller 

12-27 Judy Amatuzzo 

12-27 Dean Weaver 

12-27 Kendyl Murray 

12-30 Gene Johnson 

12-30 John O’Hagan 

12-30 Elizabeth Wordelmann 

    Happy Anniversary      

 12-17     Tim & Sue Hadley 

Do you have someone on your Christmas 
List who is hard to buy for? You can make a 
donation to the Christ First UMC in their 
honor. Let us know if you want your gift to 
go to Children & Youth Ministries, Music 
Ministries, Building Expenses, or something 
more creative. Let us know your loved one’s 
name and address; we will send them a lovely 
certificate of thanks.  
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The Cornerstone is a publication of Christ First United Methodist Church. In order to provide the best Newsletter 

possible and to see that it arrives on time, we ask that the following considerations be taken when making submis-

sions.   Please make all submissions by the 15th of the month.  As a publication of community life of the church, 

any submissions of a personal nature should be discussed with the  pastor before submission.  Please email or 

provide a written copy of your submission.  Thank You. 
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Children’s Youth Ministry Director: Kenzie Mason     Youth Director:  Danica Olson  
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