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“Therefore welcome one another
as Christ has welcomed you, for

the glory of God.” - Romans 15:7

Have you ever been the “new kid
on the block”? | have, many
times. Sometimes it has been a
painful or scary experience. In
school, walking into the cafeteria,
not knowing anyone, and hoping
that someone would invite you to
join them. | can feel the
butterflies now! At parties, when
the only one you know is the
host, and they are too busy
hosting to hang out with you, so
you end up lingering by the food,
hoping to connect with someone.
Sometimes at churches, when |
have walked in not knowing
anyone, expecting to connect, |
sat alone. | left after the service
without anyone even acknowl-
edging | was there.

There have been other times,
thankfully, when people did
reach out, did connect, did invite
me in. In spite of being the
“new kid on the block” people
were open and welcoming. That
is what | have experienced with
YOU! | am now the “new kid on
the block” with youl!l As a
newbie, it can be disconcerting,
and | expect to get turned
around a bit; not knowing
people, not knowing things—
different ministries and roles,
where different rooms are in the
building, and more. Yet | trust in
the compassion, love, and grace
youi have already shared to get
me oriented well. What a
wonderful church family to be
welcomed into! | am the “new
kid on the block” and it is very,
very exciting! | am eager,
anticipating that God is going to
do some amazing things with
our time together!

| would like to say “thank you”
to everyone for a warm and
inviting welcome, for making the
experience of being the “new
kid” something that feels great.
I’'m writing this before | even

arrive, but people have been



reaching out over the past couple of
months with information to help with the
pastoral transition. | Lots and lots and
lots and lots of information. | am grate-
ful for the support and encouragement
that was sent along with the information,
as well as the grace in understanding my
limits for absorbing it all at once. I am
working on it all, | promise. You have
been helpful and kind, and it shows the
beautiful character of the congregation. |
am looking forward to ministering with
you!

So far, | have experienced a faith family
that has been open and accepting, kind
and considerate, helpful and grace-filled,
and that is very exciting! It is my hope
that you are also excited. It is my prayer
that you are also anticipating God moving
powerfully among us and through us!! |
also trust that as we grow together, to
know one another more, that there will
be a swift shift from “new kid” to family.
Thank you for welcoming me!
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Cornerstone District
Summer 2025
Lay Servant Training School

.I.
Friday, 11 July 2025—Zoom 6-8

Friday 18 July 2025—Zoom 6-8

Saturday, 19 July 2025
.l.

Registration Deadline
Sunday, 6 July 2025

*Registration not guaranteed after deadline

Questions or concerns: Contact Cora Martin
(716) 353-0877 | cmm9668@aol.com
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Vypg@&:&é of my chuwch pomily. The

K%V*?rfb appreciation and geuerous gifst

you gave me only emphasizes
what a supportive and caning enviroument there is
at Chuist finst. T am Rumbled aud proud to be a
part of this body. T want to express my siucere
thauks and guatitude to eack and everyome ofy you
pon this lovely, thoughthul, and completely
unexpected gesture ofy appreciation.

Sincerely, Counie Pilato
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7/6— Message: “Unpacking the Changes’
Scripture: John 3: 1-
Communion

The Minneapolis Convention Center  7/13 — Message: “Waves of the Faithful”

stands in downtown Minneapolis, Minn. Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-12:3
United Methodist organizers plan to

make good on the original location of the 7/20— Message:

COVID delayed 2020 General Conference, “Hungry for Our Savior to Lead Us”
choosing Minneapolis as the host city for Scripture: James 5:7-20

the next legislative assembly scheduled 7/27 — Message:

for May 8-18, 2028. “Our” - an Attitude of Prayer”

Photo by Dan Anderson, courtesy of Meet Minneapolis. Scripture: Matthew 6:5-13

(www.minneapolis.org)

PRAYER

Requiesls

'y

b Cornerstone District
Rev. Skwuj & -09' makw& July Prayer List

Welcome Pastor Sherry! We are looking « Watts Flats UMC—Tyler Nelson
forward to growing in faith with you! « Wellsville: First UMC

—Rev. Stephen Crowell, Sr.
Westfield First UMC
—Rev. Evangeline Estuesta Castillo
. West Valley: St. Paul’s UMC
— Pastor Cynthia Hull
* Cash is an appreciated alternative! . Whitesville UMC — Tammy Wise

Christ First Food Pantry—Wish List *
« July: Cereal, Shredded Wheat
« August: Canned Fruit



Heating Conceruns

As many of you
know, the Church
<Y W has been struggling
o mammsm With heat delivery
BOILER REPAIR issues for vyears.
Some zones have
been heated beyond their set points, and
others have not been able to get
adequate heat. The problem is that the
zone valves are sticking. In some cases
they stick open and in other cases closed,
resulting in over or under delivery of heat.
They have not been worked on in three
decades and in some cases they are 65
years old, and are getting progressively
more problematic.

There may come a time when auxiliary
heat in the way of space heaters is not
possible. We are already opening
windows during the heating season to
keep it comfortable.

After years of pursuing a solution, we
have come to the realization that the
parts to rebuild these valves are not
available, direct replacements are not
available, and there are no local plumbers
with the expertise or interest in trying to
rehabilitate such an outdated system.

The ultimate solution is to replace all the
zone control valves with new electronical-
ly controlled valves. This, as you might
imagine, is not a minor undertaking! In
addition to replacing the valves, we need
to replace the thermostats that control

the old valves, run wiring to both the
valves and the thermostats, and add
some additional electronic controls.

This is not a critical issue at this time.
We are still able to heat the church. It is
however a matter of heating efficiency
and comfort. After the project is
complete, we would expect to save
hundreds of dollars annually in fuel
expense. But with eh project cost on
the order of $50,000, fuel savings is a
minor consideration.

The good news is that the trustees have
an emergency fund that could be used
in part to fund this project. We have yet
to pursue grants and donations, which
we intend to do. The decision has not
been finalized, but we are moving
forward and intend to commit to the
project this summer, if support is
available.

Please prayerfully consider what you
can do to help. We would expect to use
less expensive in-house labor to
facilitate pulling wire, but there is little
we can do on such a technically
involved project. If you know of grants,
or would be willing to increase your
giving with a directed donation towards
this project, that would be a blessing.
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What is Ministerial Support?

Funds and structures necessary to provide
support to churches and pastors, retired
clergy, and the episcopal office.

What are Conference Connectional
Ministries?

All activities and ministries of the

conference.

What are General Connectional
Ministries?

Those ministries under the General

Church including World Service Fund,
Episcopal Fund, Black College Fund,
Ministerial Education Fund, General

Administration Fund, Africa University,
Interdenominational Cooperation Fund,
and the Northeastern Jurisdiction.

What are Camp and Retreat Ministries?

Camping engages all ages and
backgrounds so that persons grow in their
faith, to become disciples by providing
relevant programs that offer Christian
hospitality so that lives continue to be
transformed.

What is Cabinet/District?

Superintendents work for alignment with
the United Methodist mission and Upper
New York vision and districts are
connectors between our churches and the
conference.

What are Adminnistrative Ministries?

These include communications, benefits,
IT, finance, personnel, and office

operations.

How are Ministry Shares calculated?

The process and calculation of an
individual church’s annual Ministry Share
allocation starts with the adopted con-
ference budget, which for 2025, was S8
million. This annual budget total is
allocated to UNY churches based on
operating income reported by each
church in their annual statistical report.
The S8 million budget divided by the
total of church annual operating income
gives us and annual Ministry Share
percentage to apply to each church’s
reported operating income. The Ministry
Share percentage for 2025 is 14.95%

Where does your money go?

e Ministerial Support—7%

e Conference Connectional Ministries—10%

¢ General (Global) Connectional Ministries—25%
e Administrative Ministries—24%

o Cabinet and District—26%

e Camp and Retreat Ministries—8%



Highlights from the 16th Session Annual Conference
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Jobn 11:1-45

Opening Worship: During  Opening
Worship on Thursday, Bishop Héctor A.
Burgos N(Ofez focused on John 11:1-45
and Philippians 4:13. The bishop
proclaimed that we are standing in front
of the tombs of our time and told those
gathered that God is calling us to step
forward in faith, even when the path is
uncertain. “Embrace God’s boundless
love,” he said, calling members of Upper
New York to dismantle systems of
oppression with truth and love. “We are
going to speak truth to power.” A video of

the worship service can be viewed at:
https://vimeo.com/1086840935?share=copy

Opening Worship: At Laity Session, the
Rev. April Casperson delivered a message
urging laity to lead across differences with
grace and courage. Grounded in Romans
12:3-5, she emphasized unity in diversity
as central to Christian identity and
introduced the JEDI framework—Justice,
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion—as
traditions but to boldly embody Christ’s
inclusive love to build welcoming, justice-
driven communities of faith. Using vivid
metaphors, she unpacked each term:

Diversity: “Any difference that makes a
difference,” she explained, noting that
every community already  holds
multiple overlapping identities—age,
race, ability, housing status, language,
addiction or incarceration history, and
more.

. Equity: More than just equality, equity
acknowledges that not everyone starts
from the same place. Churches must be
mindful of hidden barriers and create
space for those new to the faith or
different in background to belong and
thrive.

« Justice: Rooted in Wesleyan theology,
justice means fair treatment for all,
equitable resource distribution, and
using the church as a tool for both
personal and social transformation.

« Inclusion: More than inviting people in,
inclusion is about ensuring that all
individuals are seen, heard, respected,
and valued—creating true belonging
within the church.

A video of this session can be viewed at:
https://vimeo.com/1088440963?share=copy#t=0

Episcopal Address: Bishop Hector
delivered a powerful and hope-filled
Episcopal Address, calling clergy and laity
to deepen relationships, embrace change,
and live boldly into God’s call. Speaking to
a diverse gathering of United Methodists,
he offered gratitude, celebrated ministry
milestones, and outlined a forward-


https://vimeo.com/1086840935?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1088440963?share=copy#t=0

looking vision rooted in faith, generosity,
and unity.

Memorial Service: Clergy and clergy
spouses who died since last annual
conference were honored and celebrated
during a Friday morning Memorial Service.
In his sermon, the Rev. Michael Weeden,
District Superintendent of Northern Flow
and Mohawk Districts, invited attendees to
be mindful of God’s grace even in grief and
spoke of the power of calling people by
name.

Followers Under 40: On Friday afternoon,
the Rev. Kris Sledge and the Rev. Rachel
Gilmore led a powerful learning session
exploring why younger generations are
disconnecting from the church—and how
faith communities can respond with
courage and compassion. Drawing from
their new book Followers Under 40, the
duo challenged leaders to rethink church
culture, prioritize authenticity over
programming, and embrace the trans-
formation needed to reach Millennials,
Gen Z, Gen Alpha. A video of this session

can be viewed at:
https://vimeo.com/1087260363?share=copy#t=0

Celebration: The Celebration of Ministry,
Commissioning, and Ordination Service
honored individuals called to serve in
ministry. During the service, three
individuals were commissioned for the
work of Elder, one was commissioned for
the work of Deacon, and four were
ordained for the work of Elder (including
our new Pastor, Rev. Sherry Mahar). In a

deeply moving sermon titled “Agents of
Resurrection,” Bishop Ruben Saenz IJr.
Of the Horizon Texas Conference charged
the ordinands to bring life and hope into
places marked by despair, drawing
inspiration from the story of Lazarus in
John 11. The service also celebrated
recently retired clergy with 510 years of
combined ministry. It was a night of
sacred calling, communal affirmation,
and renewed hope for the Church’s
future. Link to watch the service:
https://vimeo.com/1087378638

Closing Worship: Closing worship
featured a symbolic “passing of the
mantle” ceremony, where the mantle
was handed down in succession—from a
newly retired clergy member to a newly
ordained minister, then to a newly
commissioned leader, and finally to new
local pastors. Bishop Héctor then passed
the mantle to Conference Lay Leader
Jessica White, who received it on behalf
of all newly certified lay ministers and lay
servants. New appointments were also
read during this time.
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https://vimeo.com/1087260363?share=copy#t=0
https://vimeo.com/1087378638

Star-Spangled Fuuit Tart
. |Perfect for a Fourth of
July celebration! With
patriotic colors and a
light, fluffy filling, this
summery delight will be

the hit of your next get-together.

Total Time—35 minutes

Yield—16 servings

Ingredients:

1 (18 ounce) package refrigerated
sugar cookie dough, softened

1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese,
softened

1/4 cup sugar

1/2 teaspoon almond extract

1 cup fresh blueberries

1 cup fresh raspberry

1 cup halved fresh strawberries

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350° F.

2. Press cookie dough onto an ungreased

12 inch pizza pan (for round design) or
onto a cookie sheet (for square/
rectangle design).

. Bake for 10-15 minutes or until golden

brown. Cool on wire rack.

In a small bowl, beat cream cheese,
sugar and almond extract until
smooth. Spread over crust.

In center of tart, arrange berries in the
shape of a star; add a berry border.
Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Notes:

. Also works as star cutout cookies; for in-
dividual portions; you can eliminate the
raspberries on cookies as there is not
room for all 3 berries.

« The cream and berries can also be used
as a topping for homemade pound cake.
So light and fresh tasting with the fresh
berries.
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Be AGreeter!
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URGENT! It is not easy to find your way
from the back parking lot to the sanctuary
if you have never been here before. We
need Sunday greeters at our rear parking
lot door. Can you do one or two Sundays?
Please let Don Peterson know if you can
help in this way.

When was the last time you
sent a card or made a phone
call to those who can no

longer attend worship? If you
can think of a few folks, please take a few
minutes and make the connection.



¢ DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES

The United Methodist Church
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Build a Better Budget
Thursday, 10 July 2025
7:30 pm, EST

Most churches have a budget, but too
many churches have a budget they've
inherited. If your church has been in the
practice of simply tweaking last year’s
budget and hoping there will be enough
to do mission and ministry, you’'re invited
to join us for this helpful webinar, as we
explore tools to build a better budget.

Ken Sloane, Director of Stewardship &
Generosity, will welcome Manet Shettle,
President of the U.M. Foundation of
Indiana, but just as important a finance
leader in her local church.

In the webinar, Shettle will focus on
developing a detail management budget
by engaging leadership in the budget
process through ministry action plans.

This session will focus on creating a
budget process that provides both
leadership support of the budget and
accountability measurements for each
ministry area.

Join us for this great opportunity to get
new inspiration for your budgeting work!

PRESENTERS: Ken Sloane & Manet Shettle

Out & About

Call 716-664-5803 for info

Falconer Park July 17th—6 30 pm

Bus Trip to Sight & Sound Theater,
Lancaster PA
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[Allentown UMC-
Cornerstone]

September 13-14, 2025

[Buffalo: Metropolitan UMC-
Niagara Frontier]

October 6-8, 2025

Olean Buffalo:
MetropolitanRead
More- Download Flyer

(Allentown)Read
More- Download Flyer
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Canned Fruit

Friday, July 4t
Claveek Ofpices Closed

1 Church Potluc
é Picnic o

Join us in Darrah Hall after the wor-
ship service on Sunday, 6 July 2025
to welcome our new Pastor, Rev.
Sherry Mahar and her husband “DJ”.

Bring a covered dish to pass. The
church will provide hot dogs and all
the fixings. Please consider bringing
a gift card to one of the local Coffee
shops, diners or a gas card to wel-
come them.

There will be lots of traveling back
and forth as DJ is employed as Mis-
sions Director at Pendleton Center
uMcC.
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Sungles Quting
Chautauqua Co. Music Teachers Assoc.
Monday, 7 July 2025 | 7:00 pm

Wednesday, 9 July 2025

Singles Brunch @

10:30 — Noon
Davidson's Restaurant
RSVP Jody at 716-485-5691

LA A
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Board of Trustee
Meeting

Monday, 14 July 2025
4:00 pm — Room 102

church council

MEETING

Monday, 14 July 2025
6:00 pm — Room 102

— Mg

Chancel Choir
Mid-Summer Reheargal
Thursday, 24 July 2025 | 6:50 pm




Mark Pour Calewdars [l / Happ Yy Bir thday
M VE NTSA 7/3  Theresa Klein
7/7  Charles Piazza |
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7/8  Rebecca Mazzie @
Recurring Events 7/10 James Swanson %
7/15 David Gray III

7/15 Arie (R.E.) Turner IV
7/16 Judi Swanson

7/16 Pam Shay

7/18 <Janet Peterson

7/20 Michelle Norberg

7/20 Jack Bell

Sun... Worship Service: 10:00 am, S.
Mon... Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee
Mon...Food Pantry: 9:30 am -11:30
Wed...Compeer Men’s Grp—3:00 pm,
Thu... Luncheon Devotional: 11:00
Thu... AA Meeting: 8:00 pm, 103

T T T T T 7/23 Dianne Shagla
7/14:  July 4th— Office Closed 7/25 Susan Dykstra
7/7: Single’s Outing—7:00 pm 7/25 Robert Orthendahl
7/9: Single’s Brunch 7/28 Darren Johnson
7/14: Trustees — 4:00 pm, 102 QO Thomas Glatz /
7/14: Ad Council — 6:00 pm, 102

7/124: Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Please remember to call the
church office to let us know
of family members who
have been hospitalized and

——T 7.ced prayer.

| 20t )
i Al Happy Anniversary
H 7/3  David & Shelley Gordon
i povymégs THE L&éé+.§RlDGEf ’”,\f{ 7/26 Scott & Marsha Forsberg
https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge 7/80 Lou & Melissa Deppas



https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
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