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were “too holy” to include her. 

But really, a disciple is simply 

someone who follows Jesus, and 

that opportunity is open to     

everyone!  

Once we receive justifying grace, 

salvation through Jesus Christ, 

we are all called to be disciples 

through a community of believ-

ers, the church. The point,    

however, is to stay on the      

journey of sanctification, becom-

ing transformed into Christ’s 

likeness throughout our lives, 

not just be busy with church 

stuff. That differentiation is often      

determined by our attitude, our 

heart posture. While one person 

may participate in church       

programs or activities and        

experience it as busyness, or 

even a hardship, or a burden, 

someone else may do the same 

thing and feel inspired, closer to 

God, and others. For instance, at 

one of my former churches, they 

could not afford to pay someone 

to clean the church building—

and it was huge! A small group 

of  people came together excit-

edly and decided to create a 

(Jesus said) “I am the vine; you 

are the branches. If you remain in 

me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing… This is to my     

Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples.” - John 15:5, 8 

 

Years ago, I was talking with 

someone who had been in church 

for many years. She was active in 

a couple of ministries, attended 

worship weekly if at all possible, 

and yet our conversation startled 

me. I had mentioned discipleship, 

and was talking about how believ-

ers are called to be disciples, and 

she said that she didn’t believe 

she was a disciple. Somehow, she 

had come to think that disciples 



Cleaning Team. They would come early in 

the mornings and clean, making the 

church spic ‘n span. Most wouldn’t find 

this satisfying, or believe  they  were fol-

lowing Jesus and experiencing God’s 

transforming sanctifying grace in the    

process. But this team did! They enjoyed 

it! They would play Christian praise music 

as they cleaned together. They got to 

know one another better, developing 

strong, caring relationships. They laughed 

and cried together, and they prayed for 

and with one another. They looked        

forward to seeing one another every week 

in worship. All because of cleaning! They 

were sold out on their mission from God 

to make the church a beautiful place,   

honoring the gift of the building that God 

had given. That’s how God had called 

them to serve. Part of discipleship is    

serving—where is God calling you to 

serve?  

Another part of discipleship is how we 

“become.” Some of that may occur as we 

serve, but all the way through Scripture it 

is encouraged that believers read and 

know the Word of God, pray, worship, and 

give. Some of this we can do privately, but 

greater and stronger spiritual growth     

occurs when we also do it together, expe-

riencing authentic Christian community. 

All of this is part of that verse in John 15 

when Jesus described how he is the vine, 

we are the branches, and we are to          

remain in him. We are to stay close to 

God, connected and growing always. In 

what way is God calling you to grow in 

this area? Ask God about it!  

And, as we look ahead, we remember 

that another part of discipleship is to be 

a witness- to share our faith! We are, 

hopefully, doing this by living grace-filled, 

God-honoring lives, but we also want to 

invite others to join us! Join us for       

worship, join us to serve together, join us 

for fellowship, join us and be part of 

something bigger than ourselves- God’s 

kingdom mission, on earth as it is in 

heaven! I want to encourage you to 

watch for who God brings before you, 

giving the opportunity to extend an        

invitation to join us, and then boldly and 

courageously just do it! I look forward to 

seeing how many new faces we will see 

because our church is actively inviting 

others to join us! Make sure to introduce 

me to them!  

Serving, Growing, Sharing- it all points to 

the other part in John 15 when Jesus said 

that we would bear much fruit, showing 

ourselves to be Jesus’ disciples. Take a 

moment, reflect and ask God, where is 

there fruit in who I am becoming through 

Christ, and what is the fruit through   

serving and sharing? How is God being 

glorified through you? 

That person I shared about at the begin-

ning—she went from being busy to being 

devoted, from doing tasks to serving with 

joy. She once thought discipleship was 

beyond her, but God transformed her! 

She began a journey of spiritual growth 



9/7– Message:  “Lead Me to the Cross” 
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 8 
Communion 

9/14 – Message: “Wash Day” 

Scripture:  Colossians 1:19-23 

9/21– Message:  “Ouch, That Hurt!” 
 Scripture:  Matthew 18:15-22 

9/28 – Message:  “Renewal” 
 Scripture:  Romans 12:1-3 

by attending Bible study, Prayer Team, 

and more. Soon after, she was led by the 

Spirit to start leading ministries—she 

jumped in with two feet into discipleship, 

never looking back! After just a few years, 

she is now prayerfully considering         

becoming a pastor!!  

Her story reminds us that discipleship is 

not just for the ‘holy few’ — it’s for each 

of us. That same transforming grace is   

available to ALL of us! Imagine what God 

will do in our church as we all lean into 

the fullness of being a disciple! Where is 

God calling you to serve, to grow, and to       

invite? Imagine how our church will be 

transformed as we all step more deeply 

into following Jesus together! God is SO 

good! 

In Christ’s Service  
Pastor Sherry 

Cornerstone District  
September Prayer List 

• Ashville UMC — Pastor John Bowen 

• Bolivar: First UMC—Jennifer Grim 

• Busti Federated Church 

• Caneadea UMC—Rev. James Stevens 

The Prayer Team Ministry will have a brief   

introductory meeting on Sunday, September 

21st, following worship in the Quiet Room  

(room off the Atrium). Although this meeting 

will be primarily about interest and schedul-

ing, the Prayer Team will become a time of 

teaching and sharing as well as planning for 

church-wide prayer initiatives and, of course, 

praying together. You do not need to pray 

out loud to attend Prayer Team meetings! 

From this meeting, we will determine further 

meeting dates and agendas and will let eve-

ryone know for the October newsletter. If 

you are interested but unable to attend, 

please let Pastor Sherry know.  



call the office, and we will make sure you 

receive one.  

For learning and growing in community, 

we will be starting a Bible Study, on      

Friday, September 19th. It will be an 

hour-long study meeting weekly on      

Fridays at 10:15 am in the Quiet Room 

(beside the Atrium). After discussing 

about the Bible itself, we will begin by 

studying the Gospel of Mark. Verse by 

verse, what does God’s Word say, and 

how does it apply to our lives—as it is 

often said, we not only read the Bible, we 

allow the Bible to read us. I will be using 

an NIV Bible, but you are welcome to use 

whatever version you prefer.  I hope you 

can join me to study God’s Word togeth-

er! 

NEW Bible Study:  Whether you are new 

or have been in church your whole life, 

discipleship is essential for believers. It’s 

part of the journey of sanctification, 

where God’s grace transforms us more 

and more into the likeness of Christ.    

Truly, no one can ever say they have 

“arrived” and no longer need to do this— 

it is part of our lifelong commitment to 

being followers of Jesus. As John Wesley 

often stated, we are “moving on to      

perfection.” One key aspect of disciple-

ship is to read and reflect upon Scripture, 

both privately and in community, to keep 

strong and grow in faith. It enables us to 

learn more about God, ourselves, and so 

much more.   

For private study time, “Faith Focus” is a 

weekly publication for at-home study and 

devotion. It is developed to examine and 

prayerfully reflect upon the Scripture that 

was used during Sunday’s worship for 

deeper understanding and spiritual 

growth. It is available on the table in the 

back of the sanctuary, and is also on our 

website. If you forget to pick up a copy 

and are not able to get it digitally, please 



Part of discipleship is to be in communi-

ty- to build relationships with those in 

our church. It is wonderful, joyful, and 

uplifting to be with one another, to share 

stories, laugh, and care for one another. 

Especially for us Methodists, this often 

includes food! So, to celebrate our first 

week back in the sanctuary and the choir 

returning for worship on September 7th, 

we will be having a potluck meal immedi-

ately following worship in Darrah Hall. 

Please bring a dish to share, and join     

together for some time with our faith 

family. *We could use some people to 

help with setup and clean up—if you are 

able, please let Connie Pilato or Mel 

Feather know. 

Passing Offering Plates 

Giving is a part of       

discipleship, an act of 

worship, devotion, com-

mitment, and gratitude. God calls us to 

give generously and with a cheerful 

heart, especially knowing that our gifts 

support the wonderful ministries of the 

church, and to make a kingdom impact in 

the world. Giving an offering to God is 

the first act of worship in the Bible, and it 

is a consistent practice throughout the 

Scriptures and church history. To 

acknowledge this, we have decided to 

start passing the offering plates during 

worship again, beginning September 

7th, our first Sunday back in the sanctu-

ary. We not only wanted to make you 

aware that this would be happening, but 

are also asking for your help in doing this. 

We will need four people every week to 

effectively pass the plates through the 

congregation. If you are willing to be part 

of a team of ushers to do this, please let 

Mel Feather know.    



(and a willingness to implement them) 

for newcomer gifts, as well as other ways 

to make a great first (and hopefully a   

second and more!) impression upon new 

people who will be joining us. I invite 

everyone to walk through and consider 

everything from the lens of a newcomer, 

or someone with mobility issues, or 

someone with children- what displays 

are needed, how can we make the crying 

room more inviting and functional, how 

can we improve our welcoming          

presence? What do you notice?  

Please prayerfully consider joining the 

Hospitality Team and serving as a greeter. 

The number one requirement—be 

friendly and SMILE!  

As we look forward to     

moving the congregation 

back into the Sanctuary 

on September 7th, we 

are very much in need of 

people to be part of a Hospitality Team 

who will serve as greeters and guides on 

Sunday mornings.  

The Sanctuary is quite a distance from 

the parking lot, and we want everyone—

especially newcomers—to feel genuinely 

welcomed and easily locate the Sanctu-

ary, as well as anything else they may 

need. Have you ever been somewhere 

new and you don’t know where the   

bathroom is, or the kids' area, or the 

stairs, or the elevator, or even the main 

entry? It can be very frustrating and      

discouraging, and we certainly do not 

want people to experience that! People 

with mobility issues need assistance and 

care, as do those with young children, 

and everyone who has never attended 

before. In counting all of the turns to get 

from the parking lot entrance to the 

sanctuary, it seems we need at least 5-6 

greeters every week! There is a signup 

sheet to become a greeter in the back of 

the Sanctuary, and if you miss that, then 

please call the office and let Connie Pilato 

know.  

We are also looking for people with ideas 

Our prayers may be awkward.  

Our attempts may be feeble.  

But since the power of prayer is in the One 

who hears it and not in the one who says it. 

our prayers do make a difference. 

- Max Lucado              



We are launching the new Junior Youth 

Ministry on Wednesday, September 10th, 

from 6-8pm. This ministry is for those who 

are in 4th-7th grade and/or 10-13 years old, 

and there is a registration form on our web-

site. To relieve parents from some stress, we 

will be serving all the youth dinner every 

week, and having time for any homework 

that may need to be done. Meetings will  

also include Bible time, where we will read 

and learn together, worship with singing 

and dancing, games, activities, and lots of 

fun! We very much need the support of our 

church family in different ways: 

•Sign up to provide dinner, snacks, and 

drinks (signup sheet available in the 

Sanctuary) 

•Serving/Ministry worker—to help with 

the meal, games, activities, and just     

being an extra set of eyes and ears for 

the safety of everyone (if working direct-

ly with youth—must go through our Safe 

Sanctuaries program and be background 

checked) 

If you are able to do any part it would be 

greatly appreciated- please let Rob Jock, 

Connie Pilato, or Pastor Sherry know. 

Cornerstone District 
Lay Servant Training 

Fall 2025 
Christ First UMC—Jamestown 

Friday, October 10th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Friday, October 17th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Saturday, October 18th—In Person 

8:30 am—Gather/Coffee Hour 
9:00—Class 

Noon—Lunch 
1:00 pm—Class 

4:00 pm—Worship 
4:45 pm—Dismissal 

 

 

Holiday Edition 2025 
KonXions UMC—Belmont 

Friday, November 7th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Friday, November 14th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Saturday, November 15th—In Person 

8:30 am—Gather/Coffee Hour 
9:00—Class 

Noon—Lunch 
1:00 pm—Class 

4:00 pm—Worship 
4:45 pm—Dismissal 

 



Red Bird Mission 

Red Bird Mission was born 
as an answer to a prayer. 
Founded in 1921, the Red 
Bird Mission began  in the 
southeastern corner of 

Kentucky to provide education and     
Christian evangelism ministries to           
residents of that area. It is one of three 
United Methodist missionary conferences 
in the United States. It is the most        
comprehensive mission effort of The    
United Methodist Church, providing      
outreach and services that minister to the 
whole person-spiritual, physical, social, 
and economic. United Methodists of      
Upper New York have participated in the 
shoebox mission for several years. 

Christ First will be a drop-off center for 
the collection of these shoeboxes for the 
Red Bird Mission for the Cornerstone    
District.  We will need people available to 
receive boxes. If you have any questions, 
contact the church at either (716) 664-
5803 or c1stumc@gmail.com.  

Type of Shoeboxes: There are two      
different styles of shoeboxes collected—
one for adults and one for children.   Adult 
shoebox items include a comb or brush, 
shampoo, hand lotion, deodorant, a 
toothbrush, toothpaste, ChapStick, a full-
size bar of soap, a washcloth, disposable 
razors, shaving cream, nail care supplies, 
socks, a pair of work gloves or mittens, 
and a winter hat or scarf. 

Items needed for children’s shoeboxes 
include two or three small toys, two or 
three items needed for school, a comb 
or brush, shampoo, hand lotion, a 
child’s toothbrush and toothpaste, 
ChapStick, a bar of soap, a washcloth, a 
small flashlight, socks, a pair of mittens, 
and a winter hat. 

Christian bookmarks, wristbands and 
other spiritual items are also  appreciat-
ed.   

The Red Bird Mission likes items put in 
clear plastic shoebox-sized storage    
containers with locking lids. If you are 
unable to purchase plastic boxes, the 
same-size cardboard boxes will work. 
Please do not wrap the shoeboxes or 
cardboard boxes. Also, it is helpful to 
the Mission if you clearly label each 
shoebox, so they know who the intend-
ed recipient is for the items.  Label each 
box with the intended recipient (man, 
woman, boy, or girl). Labels are       
available through the church office.  

The Mission also needs new pillows, 
new sheet sets, and new blankets for 
full and twin-size beds, as well as new 
bath towels. Used sheets, blankets, and 
towels cannot be sent. 

Books, school supplies, new backpacks 
and cleaning supplies are needed, as 
well.  

Donations of money can be made to 
help cover the cost of the truck rental, 



fuel, lodging, and meals for the volunteers 
who will be delivering the shoeboxes and 
other donations to the Red Bird Mission.  
All funds will be deposited into a dedicat-
ed account for this mission with the     
Endwell United Methodist Church who is 
coordinating the collection and delivery of 
shoeboxes for the Red Bird Mission for the 
Upper New York Conference. A suggested 
donation is $1.50 per shoebox. Please do 
not put money inside the shoeboxes. 
Place the money in an envelope and 
attach it to the outside of the shoebox. 

Safe Sanctuaries training 
now requires renewal    
every 5 years. 

The Conference Safe Sanctuaries team has    
announced an important change to the        
minimum standards for Safe Sanctuaries 
training across Upper New York churches 
and ministries. Effective immediately, all 
staff and volunteers who work with        
children, youth, and vulnerable adults will 
be required to renew their Safe Sanctuar-
ies training every five (5) years in order to 
remain in compliance.  

This update is designed to ensure that     
everyone serving in our ministries remains 
equipped with current best practices for 
creating safe, welcoming, and nurturing    
environments. By renewing training regular-
ly, we refresh our skills and understand and 
reinforce our shared commitment to       
preventing harm and protecting those       
entrusted to our care. 

Recognizing that busy schedules can make 
training challenging to plan, the Safe     
Sanctuaries team is offering several flexible 
options to help churches and individuals 
meet this new requirement:  

• Free Zoom and In-Person Trainings: The 
Conference Safe Sanctuaries team      
provides free training sessions both 
online via Zoom and in-person. Churches 
and ministry groups can schedule a    
session at a convenient time by reaching 
out directly to the team.  

For questions, scheduling, or more informa-
tion about training options, please call the 
church office at (716) 664-5803 or contact  
the team at safesanctuaries@unyumc.org.    

Adult 

• Comb 
• Brush 
• Shampoo 
• Hand lotion 
• Deodorant 
• Toothbrush 
• Toothpaste 
• ChapStick 
• Bar of Soap 
• Wash cloth 
• Disposable Razors 
• Shaving Cream 
• Nail Care supplies 
• Socks 
• Work 

Gloves/Mittens 
• Winter Hat/Scarf 

Child 

• 2 or 3 Small Toys 
• 2or 3 School items 
• Comb 
• Brush 
• Shampoo 
• Hand lotion 
• Child’s Toothbrush 
• Toothpaste 
• ChapStick 
• Bar of Soap 
• Wash cloth 
• Small Flashlight 
• Socks 
• Mittens 
• Winter Hat 

mailto:safesanctuaries@unyumc.org


Dear Friends, 

I want to talk to you      
today about a passage 
from a part of the Messi-
ah.  The part that I want 

to speak about is “And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together. For the mouth of the Lord 
has spoken it. 

This is a passage that makes me think 
that we don’t have to fret and worry 
about other people; our family, our 
neighbors, our friends.  About how their 
relationship is going with the Lord.         
Because he is going to reveal himself to 
them—maybe not in a way that we would 
expect, but the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed.  And all flesh, all men, women, 
children shall see it together. And this 
may be a very gradual journey through all 
of life, but God is in charge and he will 
take care of making sure that his glory, his 
character, his self will be revealed. That 
has been a great comfort to me when I 
think especially about family that may be 
on a trail that is going nowhere at the 
moment. But nothing is wasted with God 
and he will be revealing himself even 
through the negative things and he will 
make himself known to them. 

Now I’d like to have Don help me and 
read some passages from Colossians and I 
may add some things when he is done 
with that. (Colossians 2:6-7, 3:1-3, &3:12-15) 

And now just as you have accepted 
Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must  
continue to follow him. Let your roots 
grow down into him, and let your lives 
be built on him. Then your faith will 
grow strong in the truth you were taught, 
and you will overflow with thankfulness. 

Since you have been raised to new life 
with Christ, set your sights on the         
realities of heaven, where Christ sits in 
the place of honor at God’s right hand. 
Think about things of heaven, not the 
things of earth. For you died to this life, 
and your real life is hidden with Christ 
in God. 

Since God chose you to be the holy     
people he loves, you must clothe      
yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and      
patience. Make allowance for each    
other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 
offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive others. Above 
all, clothe yourselves with love, which 
binds us all together in perfect harmony. 
And let the peace that comes from Christ 
rule in your hearts. For as members of 
one body you are called to live in peace. 
And always be thankful. 

I will jump in here, being thankful is so 
important when we pray. There is the 
verse: Be anxious for nothing, but with 
all prayer and supplication make the         
request known to God with thanksgiving 

— and if we’re just praying things and 
we aren’t being thankful that God has 
already answered our prayers even     
before we speak. Being thankful is one 

A Note from Don & Janet... 



of the most important things we can do 
when we are praying. Just thanking God 
that he is     moving in other people’s lives. 

Work willingly at whatever you do, as 
though you were working for the Lord     
rather than for people...Look yourselves to 
prayer with an alert mind and a thankful 
heart. 

I will talk just a little bit about prayer. Back 
in the very beginning of life, even before I 
was born I had people praying—when I 
was in the womb, they were praying for 
me. My Great-Grandmother died just a 
month before I was born and she was very 
sad at the end that she wouldn’t be able to 
see me and hold me.  But her prayers for 
me began even before I was born. My 
Grandmother, her daughter, was also    
praying, and my Aunt, I had several Aunts 
who were also praying before I was born. 
They are fervent in prayer to this day, those 
that are living. That translated down to my 
cousins that came from those Aunts.  

We don’t often think about our genealogy 
and we can be very thankful that they 
loved us even before we were born and 
their prayers were never wasted. So, just 
keep praying and keep depending on God 
to answer those prayers and be thankful.  

We wish you much love as you go through 
your days this next month. 

Don and Janet 

Zucchini Dessert Squares 

This is a delicious way to 
make use of the bounty 

of the zucchini harvest! 
 

Yield: 16—20 servings 
 

Total Time:  Prep: 30 min. / Bake: 40 min 

Ingredients: 

• 4 cups all-purpose flour 

• 2 cups sugar 

• 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• 
1/2  teaspoon salt 

• 1 1/2 cups cold butter 

Filling 

• 8-10 cups cubed, seeded zucchini 

(about 4-5 pounds) 

• 
2/3 cup Lemon juice 

• 1  cup Granulated Sugar 

• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

• 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 

Directions: 

1. In a large bowl, combine the flour, sugar,       

cinnamon and salt. Cut in butter until crumbly; 

reserve 3 cups. Pat remaining crumb mixture 

into a greased 13x9 inch baking pan.  Bake at 

375 for 12 minutes. 

2. Meanwhile, for filling, place zucchini and lemon 

juice in a large saucepan; bring to a boil.        

Reduce heat; cover and cook for 6-8 minutes or 

until zucchini is crisp-tender. Stir in the sugar, 

cinnamon and nutmeg; cover and simmer for 5 

minutes (mixture will be thin). 

3. Spoon over crust; sprinkle with the reserved 

crumb mixture. Bake at 375  until golden, 40-

45 minutes. 

 



Those living in the 
United States exist 
in a culture per-
meated with racial 
bias. We may not 
be able to avoid 

racism, but we don’t have to accept it. If 
God’s kingdom is to come, and God’s will is 
to be done on earth as it is in heaven, things 
need to change. 

We United Methodists  can be agents of that 
transformation by changing our beliefs, 
changing our actions, and working to change 
the world.** 

Changing beliefs about race… 

Becoming an agent of transformation         
includes focusing within ourselves. We need 
to allow God to shape our inner thoughts 
and attitudes toward race. Three steps that 
can help include:   

Pray—Changing our beliefs begins with   
prayer, which “is foundational to everything 
we do as Christians,” writes Katelin Hansen,    
Director of Strategic Initiatives and Training, 
at the United Methodist Church and        
Community Development for All People. In 
addition to prayers for events of racial         
injustice in the news and your life, pray for 
God to change your heart and attitudes.  
Hansen offers a sample prayer: “God, help us 
be ever faithful to your example: affirming of 
our unique identities, while remaining       
unified as one body in you.  Help us seek out 
the voices that are missing, and empower 
the marginalized. Let our witness of repent-

ance, justice, and reconciliation bring glory 
to You, O Lord.” 

Broaden you education— It is important to 
include more voices in your learning. The 
internet is a great resource to find authors 
and thinkers whose racial and cultural 
backgrounds differ from your own.  In a 
video produced by the General Commis-
sion on Religion and Race (GCORR) Hansen 
shares, “I turned to the digital world to 
continue my racial education, to serve as 
the professors of justice and theology that I 
never had.” 

Seek new relationships—There is no      
substitute for sharing consistent, ongoing, 
authentic relationships with people of     
color. Developing those relationships may 
mean moving out of your comfort zone. 
Hansen and her husband became members 
of a multi-race and multi-class church. “We 
joined out of a belief that isolating         
ourselves among believers of similar     
backgrounds just deprives our own souls of 
God’s majesty,” she says in the GCORR    
video. Forming authentic relationships 
takes time. Don’t rush it.  

Changing behavior… 

We live out our changing beliefs through 
changes in behavior. Through some bigger 
steps we begin to act on what we believe 
about race. Five actions that can help       
include: 

1. Empower Leaders—Use resources to 
promote and equip leaders of color. 
Then, be willing to follow. Listen and act 

Ways United Methodists can take a stand against racism. 
“Imagine No Racism” 



on opinions, activities, and points of view 
different from your own. 

2. Show up — At the guidance and invitation 
of leaders of color,” Hansen writes, “Show 
up when called upon.” As we come           
together for conversations and demonstra-
tions, we build a culture of justice in our 
community and model multi-cultural love 
and understanding. 

3. Spend responsibly—Support racial equali-
ty through your shopping and donations. 
Shop at local markets owned by people of 
color. Donate to charities and ministries 
led by and supporting those of diverse     
racial and ethnic backgrounds.  

4. Examine your media intake—Expand your 
social media follows and news sites to      
include voices and opinions different from 
your own. For big stories, be sure to       
consult multiple sources from a variety of 
points of view. Don’t rely on just one when 
you form an opinion.  

5. Consider your entertainment choices—Be 
aware of the movies, music, and television 
shows you consume that promote equality, 
and those that present a bias. Listen to 
more voices and remain aware of how they 
are shaping you.  

Changing Society 

Author and professor Robin DiAngelo reminds 
us in a Vital Conversations video from GCORR, 
racism is “group prejudice backed up by        
institutional power.” Therefore, to take a 
stand against racism we cannot simply change 
our own beliefs and behaviors. We must also 
work to change the world. Three ways to do 
so include: 

 Advocate — Written and unwritten policies 
in our neighborhoods, workplaces, churches, 

schools, and nation disadvantage certain 
ethnicities. Learn from the people of color in 
your neighborhood about the ways they feel 
disadvantaged and find ways to participate 
in changing those systems.   

Sponsor — People of color sometimes strug-
gle to access public services, opportunities, 
and more. Use you money, gifts, and sphere 
of influence to make a difference. Sponsor 
friends and coworkers who need assistance 
to attend a career seminar. Encourage and 
lead your congregation toward creating    
programs like a Freedom School. Invest in 
people and programs that work toward      
racial justice. 

Take a risk — Meaningful change requires 
risk. Sometimes we will put our reputations, 
money, and leadership opportunities on the 
line. Shaping our society and institutions to 
reflect more fully the kingdom of God will 
not always be appreciated. We must be will-
ing to risk the loss.  

Changing beliefs, changing behavior, and 
changing society are long processes that 
may never be complete. We must continue, 
however, to work for change in all three     
areas as God calls us. 

To find resources about how the United 
Methodist Church is working toward racial 
justice visit umc.org/EmbraceLove.  Also 
consider joining Upper New York’s initiative, 
Imagine NO Racism, by contacting your    
District Advocate, through your District 
Office.  

Adapted from a UMC.org feature by Joe 
Iovino, at (615) 312-3733.  

**Special thanks to Katelin Hansen for this 
framework from the blog “By Their Strange 
Fruit.” Used with her permission. 



URGENT! It is not easy to find your 
way from the back parking lot to the 
sanctuary if you have  never been 
here before. We need Sunday       
greeters at our rear parking lot door. 
Can you do one or two Sundays? 
Please let Mel Feather know if you 
can help in this way. 

When was the last time 

you sent a card or made a 

phone call to those who 

can no longer attend wor-

ship? If you can think of a few folks, 

please take a few minutes and make 

the connection.  



 
Recurring Events 

Sun... Worship Service: 10:00 am,  S. 

Mon… Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Mon...Food Pantry:  9:30  – 11:30  am 

Wed...Junior Youth: 6:00 pm, 102 

Wed...Compeer Men’s Grp—3:00 pm, 

Thu… Luncheon Devotional:  11:00 

Thu… Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 6:30 

Thu… AA Meeting: 8:00 pm, 103  

Fri ….Bible Study: 10:00 am 
 

     

9/7:    Return to Sanctuary 

9/8:    Mission & Outreach, 1:00 pm  

9/8:    Trustees — 4:00 pm,  102        

9/8:    Ad Council — 6:00 pm, 102 

9/10:  Jr. Youth Kick-off: 6:00 pm 

9/16:  Single’s Brunch—11:00 am 

9/19:  Bible Study — 10:00 am  

9/20:  Single’s-TBA  

9/21:  Prayer Team 

 
Happy Birthday     

9/2 Richard Trostle 

9/3 Leigh Woodin 

9/6 Kenzie Mason 

9/7 Jack Sherwood 

9/10 Joyce Burgeson 

9/12 Chuck Strand 

9/19 Nancy Jones 

9/21 Sarah Calalesina 

9/23 Betty Glatz 

9/24 Bill Larson 

9/27 Clint Ward 

9/28 Donald Olander 

    Happy Anniversary      

 9/10 Dave & Joyce Burgeson 

9/16 Doug & Kristi Weaver  

9/23 Charles & Gloria Piazza 

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

Please remember to call the 

church office to let us know 

of family members who 

have been hospitalized and 

need prayer. 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
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