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and forget to pause, pray, and 

dream together. These new 

gatherings will be a chance to do 

just that—to slow down, to ask 

what God is doing in and among 

us,  and to imagine what’s next. 

Think of it like sitting around the 

family table, where everyone 

has a seat and everyone’s voice 

matters. 

My prayer is that these times  

together will deepen our disci-

pleship—helping us grow in 

Christ—and inspire us toward 

new ways of reaching out with 

God’s love. I believe that as we 

step into this new rhythm, God 

will show us more than we can 

ask or imagine. Paul reminds us 

in Ephesians 3:20 that God is 

able to do “immeasurably more 

than all we ask or imagine,      

according to his power that is at 

work within us.” I am confident 

that as we take this next step, 

God will do just that—

immeasurably more! 

Let’s move forward together in 

faith, prayer, and vision. The first 

Vision Meeting is Monday,      

October 13th at 6:00 pm. I hope 

I love the season of fall!  When 

the air turns crisp and the trees 

start showing off their colors, I 

find myself pausing to breathe 

and reflect. It feels like an invita-

tion from God to pay attention, to 

notice what God is doing. 

This fall, our church is making a 

shift that I think holds that same 

kind of invitation. Instead of our 

Administrative Council meeting 

every month, we’ll be meeting 

quarterly. And in those “off” 

months, we’re opening the space 

to the whole church family — not 

for business or reports, but for 

prayer, learning, and listening    

together for God’s direction. 

I don’t know about you, but I’m 

excited about this. Too often, 

churches can get caught up in the 

nuts and bolts of running things 



you will join us—I can’t wait to see what 

unfolds as we seek God’s vision together! 

  Grace and peace, 

Pastor Sherry 

10/5– Message:  “Zucchini Love” 
Scripture:  Philippians 1:3-11 
Communion 

10/12 – Message:  “Yes Lord”  

Scripture:  Matthew 9:27-38   

10/19– Message:  “Living On the Vine” 

 Scripture:  John 15:1-17 

10/26 – Message:   
“Love God With All Your Heart” 
 Scripture:  I Peter 4:8-11 

Cornerstone District  
October Prayer List 

• Centerville UMC  
— Pastor Robert Schooley 

• Chautauqua: Hurlbut Memorial UMC 

—Rev. Rachel Stuart 

• Dunkirk: First UMC 

— Rev. Geraldine Rapino 

• Ellington UMC—Rev. Jennifer Delahoy 

A Life of Generosity 
 

Every fall, as the 
harvest comes in, 
we are reminded 
of God’s abun-

dant provision. Pumpkins on porches, ap-
ples in baskets, fields ready to rest after 
the harvest—all of it points to a God who 
is faithful  and generous. 

In the church, this is also the season 
when we reflect on stewardship—how 
we use the gifts God has entrusted to us: 
our time, our talents, and our treasures. 
Stewardship is not just about money. It’s 
about a way of life that says, Everything I 
have is from God, and I want to use it for 
God’s glory. 

When we give, we are practicing grati-
tude. When we serve, we are practicing 
discipleship. When we invest in the     
mission of the church, we are planting 
seeds that grow into outreach, worship, 
and transformed lives. 

This year, as we step into a new rhythm 
of visioning and prayer together, stew-
ardship is about more than maintaining 
what we already have—it’s about prepar-
ing for what God will do next. Your gener-
osity makes it possible for us to dream 
new dreams, to open our doors wider, 
and to reach further into our community 
with Christ’s love. 

Paul wrote in II Corinthians 9:7, “Each of 
you should give what you have decided in 
your heart to give, not reluctantly or un-



der compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.”  Stewardship is a joyful response 
to our generous God. 

Let us give thanks for what we’ve been 
given, and let us continue to be a people 
who give joyfully, serve faithfully,  and 
live generously—because we know that 
God will do immeasurably more through 
us than we can ask or imagine. Cornerstone District 

Lay Servant Training 
Fall 2025 

Christ First UMC—Jamestown 
Friday, October 10th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Friday, October 17th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Saturday, October 18th—In Person 

8:30 am—Gather/Coffee Hour 
9:00—Class 

Noon—Lunch 
1:00 pm—Class 

4:00 pm—Worship 
4:45 pm—Dismissal 

 

 

Holiday Edition 2025 
KonXions UMC—Belmont 

Friday, November 7th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Friday, November 14th—Zoom 6-8 pm 
Saturday, November 15th—In Person 

8:30 am—Gather/Coffee Hour 
9:00—Class 

Noon—Lunch 
1:00 pm—Class 

4:00 pm—Worship 
4:45 pm—Dismissal 

We are preparing to celebrate those 
souls that have passed in the previous 
year.  If you have someone that you 
want recognized, please contact the 
church office by October 26th to let us 
know the details.  Thank You! 



Red Bird Mission 

Red Bird Mission was born 
as an answer to a prayer. 
Founded in 1921, the Red 
Bird Mission began  in the 
southeastern corner of 

Kentucky to provide education and     
Christian evangelism ministries to           
residents of that area. It is one of three 
United Methodist missionary conferences 
in the United States. It is the most        
comprehensive mission effort of The    
United Methodist Church, providing      
outreach and services that minister to the 
whole person-spiritual, physical, social, 
and economic.  United Methodists of      
Upper New York have participated in the 
shoebox mission for several years. 

The Mission and Outreach team at Christ 
First will be a drop-off center for the      
collection of these shoeboxes for the Red 
Bird Mission for the Cornerstone District. 
If you have any questions, contact the 
church at either (716) 664-5803 or 
c1stumc@gmail.com.  

Type of Shoeboxes: There are two      
different styles of shoeboxes collected—
one for adults and one for children.   Adult 
shoebox items include a comb or brush, 
shampoo, hand lotion, deodorant, a 
toothbrush, toothpaste, ChapStick, a full-
size bar of soap, a washcloth, disposable 
razors, shaving cream, nail care supplies, 
socks, a pair of work gloves or mittens, 
and a winter hat or scarf. 

Items needed for children’s shoeboxes 
include two or three small toys, two or 
three items needed for school, a comb 
or brush, shampoo, hand lotion, a 
child’s toothbrush and toothpaste, 
ChapStick, a bar of soap, a washcloth, a 
small flashlight, socks, a pair of mittens, 
and a winter hat. 

Christian bookmarks, wristbands and 
other spiritual items are also  appreciat-
ed.   

The Red Bird Mission likes items put in 
clear plastic shoebox-sized storage    
containers with locking lids. If you are 
unable to purchase plastic boxes, the 
same-size cardboard boxes will work. 
Please do not wrap the shoeboxes or 
cardboard boxes. Also, it is helpful to 
the Mission if you clearly label each 
shoebox, so they know who the intend-
ed recipient is for the items.  Label each 
box with the intended recipient (man, 
woman, boy, or girl). Labels are       
available through the church office.  

The Mission also needs new pillows, 
new sheet sets, and new blankets for 
full and twin-size beds, as well as new 
bath towels. Used sheets, blankets, and 
towels cannot be sent. 

Books, school supplies, new backpacks 
and cleaning supplies are needed, as 
well.  

Donations of money can be made to 
help cover the cost of the truck rental, 



fuel, lodging, and meals for the volunteers 
who will be delivering the shoeboxes and 
other donations to the Red Bird Mission.  
All funds will be deposited into a dedicat-
ed account for this mission with the     
Endwell United Methodist Church who is 
coordinating the collection and delivery of 
shoeboxes for the Red Bird Mission for the 
Upper New York Conference. A suggested 
donation is $1.50 per shoebox. Please do 
not put money inside the shoeboxes. 
Place the money in an envelope and 
attach it to the outside of the shoebox. 

Hispanic Heritage Month. 
September 15—October 
15, began in 1968 as a way 
to promote and celebrate 
the history  and culture of 
Hispanic-Americans, spe-
cifically whose ancestry can 
be traced back to Spain, 

Mexico, Central and South America and the 
Caribbean. 

What began as a week-long celebration in the 
beginning expanded into a four week celebra-
tion of being Hispanic! It was enacted into law 
on 17 August 1988. 

The timing is key. The day of September 15 is 
significant because it is the anniversary of      
Independence for Latin American countries 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile 
celebrate their independence days on Septem-
ber 16 and September 18, respectively. 

Hispanic and Latino Americans make up an    
estimated 18.3%  of the total U.S. population, 
making up the largest ethnic minority and their 
influences are tightly knitted in the fabric of 
American life. Think music, food, art, cinema, 
politics, literature, and so much more.   

Hispanic Heritage Month is a time when all 
United Methodists in the United States can   
celebrate diversity and the positive contribu-
tions of their Hispanic/Latino brothers and    
sisters to their communities and congrega-
tions. 

Hispanic Heritage Month is among the times 
that congregations that are predominantly of 
other ethnicities can enrich their ministries as 
they interact with people whose culture and, 
perhaps, language are different from theirs.  It 
offers an opportunity for all church members 
to better understand their community and the 
families in it as the population becomes         
increasingly diverse. 

Adult 

• Comb 
• Brush 
• Shampoo 
• Hand lotion 
• Deodorant 
• Toothbrush 
• Toothpaste 
• ChapStick 
• Bar of Soap 
• Wash cloth 
• Disposable Razors 
• Shaving Cream 
• Nail Care supplies 
• Socks 
• Work 

Gloves/Mittens 
• Winter Hat/Scarf 

Child 

• 2 or 3 Small Toys 
• 2or 3 School items 
• Comb 
• Brush 
• Shampoo 
• Hand lotion 
• Child’s Toothbrush 
• Toothpaste 
• ChapStick 
• Bar of Soap 
• Wash cloth 
• Small Flashlight 
• Socks 
• Mittens 
• Winter Hat 



As the season turns, it’s a 
great time to renew our 
rhythms with God and 
one another. Discipleship 
isn’t complicated—it’s a 

steady “yes” to Jesus, week by week. 
Here are simple ways we can grow          
together this month. 

Worship 

• Be here weekly (as you’re able). 
Your presence encourages others 
and anchors your week In God’s 
grace. 

• Invite a friend or neighbor. A      
personal invitation is often the first 
step toward faith. 

Give 

• Practice joyful generosity. Pray 
about a regular gift that reflects 
gratitude and trust in God’s provi-
sion. 

• Consider a next step. If you already 
give, ask the Lord if it’s time to take 
a small, faith-filled increase. 

Serve 

• Join a current ministry: Greeters & 
hospitality, Missions/Food Pantry, 
Youth Ministry, Choir, Tech/AV, Care 
& Visitation, etc.!! 

• Start something new God puts on  
your heart. We’ll help you form a 
team and get it off the ground. 

Grow 

• Faith Focus at home. Use our 
weekly Faith Focus to pray, read 
Scripture, and reflect—solo or with 
family/friends. You can pick it up in 
the back of the sanctuary, and it’s 
also on our Facebook page and 
website. 

• Bible Study (Fridays at 10:15 am in 
the Quiet Room).  Jump in and 
bring a Bible—newcomers  always 
welcome.          

• Prayer Team. Stand in the gap for 
our church and community; we’ll 
be praying together, learning       
together, and working together to 
offer church-wide prayer initia-
tives.       

Connect 

• Vision Nights (on non-Council 
months). Pray, learn, and listen to-
gether for God’s leading for our 
church. 

• Life together. Share a meal, write a 
note, make a call—small acts build 
a strong, loving church. 

 There’s a place at the table for you. If 
you want to serve, grow, or start some-
thing new, reach out to Connie in the 
office or to Pastor Sherry—we’ll help 
you find a great fit. Let’s keep saying 
“yes” to Jesus, together!                                                                                                          

Step In This Fall: A Simple Discipleship Checklist 



Help Us Build a Tech Team 

As many already know, Connie is doing a 
lot at the church. She’s answering phones, 
posting on the church’s Facebook page, up-
dating the website, creating and printing 
bulletins and newsletters, preparing and 
running slides for worship projection, etc. 
Behind it all is Connie—a faithful servant 
who quietly makes sure the details are in 
place so that our focus can be on worship-
ping God and staying informed.    

As many of you know, Connie will need to 
have surgery, hopefully soon, and will need 
time to rest and recover. This is the perfect 
time for us to do what the Body of Christ 
does best: come alongside and share the 
load. No one person should have to carry 
this ministry alone—it works best as a 
team! 

So, we are forming a Tech Team—a group 
of people willing to learn and share re-
sponsibilities, with Connie being the Team 
Leader who will oversee and mentor. You 
don’t need to be a computer whiz to serve 
in this area. Training will be provided, and 
tasks can be shared so that no one is over-
whelmed.  

If you’d be willing to give it a try, please let 
Connie in the church office or Pastor Sher-
ry know. With a team in  place, we can   
ensure our technology for worship and 
communications continues smoothly,    
support our sister as she heals, and grow in 
ministry together. 

As a family of faith, we can share this min-
istry joyfully, making it a true team effort! 

Easy No-Bake Pumpkin Cheesecake 

No Bake Pumpkin Cheesecake 
is one of the easiest pumpkin 
desserts you’ll ever make! Light 
and fluffy with distinctive 
pumpkin spice   flavoring, it’s 

an easy cheesecake you’ll come back to time 
and again. 

Yield: 8 servings | Total Time:  3 hrs. 10 mins 

Ingredients: 

• 8 oz. cream cheese block, softened 

• 1 can pure pumpkin 

• 1 cup sugar 

• 1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice 

• 
1/2  tsp ground cinnamon 

• Pinch of salt 

• 8 oz. Cool Whip  

• 1-9” ready-to-use graham cracker crust 
 

Directions: 

1. Using a hand mixer, beat cream cheese,   
pumpkin, sugar, pumpkin pie spice, and        
cinnamon until blended. Fold in whipped       
topping. 

2. Transfer the pumpkin cheesecake to the 
ready-made graham crust. Using an offset 
spatula, gently spread to the edges of the 
crust and smooth the top.  

3. Refrigerate for at least 4 hours or until 
firm, overnight is even better. *Tip—
freeze the cheesecake prior to slicing so 
that the wedges have sharp, clean edges.  

4. Just before serving, add additional 
whipped topping if desired. 

Note—Graham Crust: You do not need to       
pre-bake the crust, but for a richer flavor and 
more golden crust, bake for –10 minutes in a 
preheated 350-degree oven. Then cool it      
completely before filling it.  



This is a Heating Project     
update, aka the Zone Valve 
Project.  Work is advancing. 
The first other significant 
communique appeared in 

the July Newsletter. We are expecting the 
work to be completed by the start of the 
heating season.  The plumbing and electrical 
work will be done by JMI Heating and Air. 

The cost of the project is not exact. We have 
a cost not to exceed estimate. The work, 
however, will be done on a time and          
materials basis. The in house “clerk of the 
works” feels that, given the unique nature of 
this work, firm quotes are likely to be very 
high to cover any unanticipated complica-
tions. We have one such quote that is 75% 
higher than our time and materials estimate. 
We are hopeful to complete the project for 
less than the $50,000 cost not to exceed     
estimate. We will accomplish this by doing 
some of the work in-house at lower, or      
donated labor rates. The in-house work we 
intend to do will include preparatory work of 
exposing the valves, mounting wire conduit 
and pulling wire to power the valves and 
temperature controls, and finally closing in 
the valve enclosures.  

The project has expanded some. In the      
engineering survey we identified 3 more    
hydronic valves that we missed in the      
original take off, bringing the total number of 
valves to be replaced to 15. The trustees   
believe we have the worst-case cost covered, 
but without help from the congregation and 
the community, the project may exhaust our 
entire emergency fund account. 

The hardware we intend to use will be state 
of the art and consistent with that  being 
specified for new construction today. 

The Honeywell temperature controls 
(thermostats) are digital smart thermostats 
that allow 7 day programming, lower set 
points than our current thermostats for    
unoccupied periods, and they can be         
adjusted remotely for unanticipated chang-
es in expected occupancy. Honeywell is an 
industry leader in control connectivity. They 
are traded on the Nasdaq and have a market 
cap of 140 billion dollars. 

The valves are manufactured by Bonomi   
Industries, an Italian privately held manufac-
turer founded in 1954. They have a North 
American presence in Charlotte, NC. 

We are applying for some grants and are 
now looking for sponsors for particular      
aspects of the project. Here are some      
suggested levels of donation. 

• Thermostat sponsor $200 (15) 
• Small office valve sponsor $500 (4) 
• Large space valve sponsor $900 (11) 
• Conduit sponsor $1400 (2) 
• We have a sponsor for the wire. 

You can do multiple sponsorships or just do 
a lump sum in any amount you choose;    
every little bit helps. The church building is 
well maintained. We would like to think we 
don’t have any other immediate pending 
large emergency projects looming, but to be 
without an emergency fund is irresponsible. 
So, we ask for your help. 

Heating Project Update 



Communion. Embracing this commitment, 
United Methodists are dedicated to nur-
turing diverse leadership within the church 
by allocating funds for scholarships and 
leadership training for under-represented           
students. 

Contributions fund scholarships for U.S. and 
international students, as well as grants for 
global inclusion, diversity, equity, and          
access training. Last year,  over $360,000 
was raised to advance these educational    
initiatives.   

• 50% of the funds collected go toward 
scholarships for undergraduate and grad-
uate students of color pursuing  ordained 
ministry.  

• 35% of the funds collected provide grants 
to support training for worldwide inclu-
sion, diversity, equity, and access. The    
In-Service Training Grants support the   
recruitment, training, and retention of 
people of color in leadership roles across 
all levels of church ministry. 

• 15% of the funds collected support lead-
ership development among partner 
churches and communities in Africa, 
Asia/Pacific, Latin America, Eastern       
Europe, and communities of color in the 
U.S.  

One of the beautiful things about The  United 
Methodist Church is that, together, we can      
accomplish far more than we could on our own. 
Together, we invest in a more inclusive, globally 
representative church leadership. 

World Wide Communion 

Special Sundays are set aside each year to 
deepen the connection between the local 
church and ministries on a global scale.    
Individuals and congregations are encour-
aged to support the churches’ collective 
efforts through an offering. We invite you to 
help continue to support the vital work of 
the Special Sundays. 

The official date for celebrating World 
Communion Sunday during the current 
year is 5 October 2025.   

What World Communion Sunday is: 

• A Day of Unity: It emphasizes the     
interconnectedness of all Christians, 
symbolizing unity through the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion. 

• A Global Celebration: United Method-
ists and other Christian churches join 
together to celebrate their common 
faith. 

• A Special Offering: The service in-
cludes a special offering to fund edu-
cational programs, including World 
Communion Scholarships and scholar-
ships for racial and ethnic students. 

World Communion Sunday celebrates the 
unity and diversity of the universal Christian 
community. As we gather around the Lord’s 
table, we recognize our unity in Christ,    
joining with others worldwide in Holy    



URGENT! It is not easy to find your 
way from the back parking lot to the 
sanctuary if you have  never been 
here before. We need Sunday       
greeters at our rear parking lot door. 
Can you do one or two Sundays? 
Please let Judy Amatuzzo know if you 
can help in this way. 

When was the last time 

you sent a card or made a 

phone call to those who 

can no longer attend wor-

ship? If you can think of a few folks, 

please take a few minutes and make 

the connection.  



 
Recurring Events 

Sun... Worship Service: 10:00 am,  S. 

Mon…Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Mon...Food Pantry:  9:30  – 11:30  am 

Wed...Compeer Men’s Grp—3:00 pm 

Wed…Youth Ministry—6:00 pm, 102 

Thu… Luncheon Devotional:  11:00 

Thu… Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 6:30 

Thu… AA Meeting: 8:00 pm, 103  

Fri…. Mozart Chorus Rehearsal: 9:00 

Fri…..Bible Study: 10:15 am, Atrium 
 

     

10/5:    Charge Conference—1:00 

10/13:  Mission & Outreach, 1:00  

10/13:  Trustees — 4:00 pm,  102        

10/13:  Visioning — 6:00 pm, 102 

10/17:   Lay Servant Training, DH 

10/18:   Lay Servant Training, DH 

10/21:  Single’s Brunch—11:00 am 

10/31:  Single’s-Halloween Bowling 

 
Happy Birthday     

10/2  Elaine Sherwood 

10/2  Dracy Vincent Johnson 

10/6  Ashley Jock 

10/9  Haley Mason 

10/11  Jody Terhune 

10/12  Daniel Fuller 

10/12  Beryl Miller 

10/14  Connie Pilato 

10/16  Dorothy Snitger 

10/16  Cathy Strand 

10/17  Evelyn Rowan 

10/22  Lucinda Lamb 

10/23  Mary Anne Harp 

10/27  Linda Carlson 

10/28  Evan Blasdell 

10/28  Gavin Blasdell 

10/30  Janet Nuzzo Shield 

10/31  Brandon Dykstra 

    Happy Anniversary      

 10/11  Andrew & Stephanie   

   Johnston 

10/11  Alton & Shirley  

   DeLong  

Download the latest Bridge 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

Please remember to call 

the church office to let us 

know of family members 

who have been hospital-

ized and need prayer. 

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
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