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Ash Wednesday stands right at 

the threshold. 

It reminds us of our humanity as 

we hear the words, “Remember 

that you are dust, and to dust 

you shall return.” But it also     

invites us into grace through     

repentance as we hear the 

words, “Repent, and believe the 

gospel.” To repent, to turn 

around, is to reorient our lives 

toward God again. Not in shame, 

but in hope. Not in fear, but in 

trust. For many of us, the hard-

est part of faith is not believing- 

it’s slowing down enough to     

listen. Life moves quickly. Our 

days are full. Our minds are 

busy. And even our prayers can 

begin to feel rushed or routine. 

That is why this year, we are 

offering something a little differ-

ent as we begin Lent. 

On Wednesday, February 18th, 

from 4-6:30pm, our Prayer Team 

There are moments in life when 

we find ourselves standing at a 

threshold. A doorway between 

what has been and what is com-

ing next. A pause before we step 

forward. A moment where we 

sense that something new is      

beginning- but we’re not quite 

sure how to enter it.  

Lent is one of those moments.   

Before we rush toward Easter’s 

celebration, Lent invites us to 

stop, to breathe, to take an      

honest look at our lives and our 

relationship with God. It is not a 

season meant to weigh us down, 

but to help us make room- room 

for grace, truth, and transfor-

mation. 



has created an Ash Wednesday Prayer 

Vigil in Darrah Hall. Rather than a single, 

scheduled service, the space will be        

arranged with eight prayer stations, each 

designed to offer an opportunity to pause, 

reflect, and pray. A place to breathe,      

encounter and connect with God, and     

experience the threshold into Lent. We 

anticipate and open ourselves to how God 

will move in our lives throughout the 40 

days of Lent and beyond.  

You are welcome to come at any point 

during those two and a half hours. You 

may stay briefly, or linger. Among the  

stations will be an opportunity for the    

imposition of ashes, reminding us of our 

shared humanity, and to receive Holy 

Communion, reminding us that grace     

always meets us at the threshold. 

If your life feels full… or noisy… or heavy… 

Cornerstone District  
February Prayer List 

• Ripley UMC 
  — Tyler Nelson 

• Rivers Edge UMC  
  —Florence “Flo” Wojcik 

• Sheridan UMC 

  — David Watson 

• Swain UMC  
  — Alexander Pierce 

If you’re not sure what direction God is 

calling you… 

If you desire a deeper experience of 

Lent… 

If you simply need a quiet moment to 

catch your breath… 

Come, and prayerfully participate on 

Ash Wednesday.  

Lent doesn’t ask us to have everything 

figured out, but invites us to pause long 

enough to breathe deeply, trust that God 

will meet us there, and to step forward 

into wherever and however God is lead-

ing. My hope is that this prayer vigil will 

be for all of us a sacred threshold where 

we can breathe, pray, and move forward 

on a transformative journey together. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Sherry 



 

2/1– Message:  “People Who Give” 
Scripture:  II Corinthians 9:6-15 
Communion 

2/8 – Message:  “People Who Serve” 

Scripture:  I Peter 4:10-11 

2/15– Message:  “Witness” 
Scripture:  Matthew 5:14-16 

2/18– Ash Wednesday Vigil 
  Imposition of Ashes 

2/22 – Message:  “Triumphal Entry” 
Scripture:  Mark 11:1-10                       
  Luke 19:39-40                        

Ash Wednesday is 
on February 18th, officially 
starting the season of Lent. 
This year, instead of a ser-
vice, the Prayer Team will be 
hosting  an interactive, expe-

riential prayer  vigil that night,  complete 
with the imposition of ashes and Com-
munion.  

The vigil will be available from  4-6:30pm, 
and you may stay as little or as long as 
you like. This will be a time of reflection 
and prayer, focused on spiritual disci-
plines, and will be a beautiful and moving 
opportunity to prepare ourselves for the 
Lenten season.  

Financial Peace University  
Coming This February 

Are you looking to take control of your   
finances, find peace with your money, 
and build a stronger financial future? We 
are excited to share that Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University (FPU) will be 
offered here at the church beginning on 
Tuesday, 10 February 2026, at 6:30 pm. 

Ever feel like no matter what you do, you 
can't get ahead with money? You're not 
alone. You'd be surprised how many peo-
ple you know are struggling just like you. 
But it's time to make a change! Join 
the Financial Peace University class and 
learn to pay off debt, save money, and 
build lasting wealth.  

FPU is a nine-week course that provides 
practical, biblically based financial         
wisdom on budgeting, saving, getting out 
of debt, planning for the future, and 
more. Whether you're just starting your 
financial journey or looking to strengthen 
the skills you already have, this course 
offers valuable tools for every household. 

Call the church office at (716) 664-5803 to 
sign up! Spaces are limited. 

Be Kind.  
Be Inclusive.  
Be Resilient.  
Be Bold. 
Be Yourself.  

# BeUMC  



The 2026 Annual Conference for United 
Methodists of Upper New York is scheduled 
for May 28-30 at the Oncenter in downtown 
Syracuse.  

The 2026 Annual Conference session marks 
the beginning of a three-year journey into 
embodied discipleship—a season of renewal 
that calls us not only to deepen what we  
believe, but to more fully live out what we 
proclaim. 

Guided by Love Boldly, the first movement 
of the newly adopted Vision Statement of 
the United Methodist Church, this year’s 
theme invites us to rise with passion, clarity, 
and courage. It is a call to step forward—
together—into a faith that is visible,        
practiced, and transformative.  

Drawing from Jesus’ words in Matthew 
22:36–40, we are inviting our disciples, lead-
ers, and congregations to Rise Up and Love 
Boldly:  

• to grow in deeper love for Christ,  

• and to stretch into wider love for 
our neighbors.  

The 2026 logo visually embodies this invita-
tion. Its rising arc and upward movement 
symbolize growth, momentum, and hope. 
The warm rays suggest awakening and possi-
bility, while the strong foundation grounds 
us in the central call to love—love God and 
love our neighbor.  

This is more than a theme. It is a summons 
to spiritual renewal and a renewed sense of 
mission in this new era of United Method-
ism. Together, we will begin to articulate 
our shared how for ministry across the     
region: how we live, how we serve, and 
how we lead in ways that reflect the heal-
ing and liberating love of Jesus Christ.  

As we rise in deeper love for Christ and 
reach into wider love for neighbor, we 
move toward nothing less than a revolution 
of love—one capable of transforming 
hearts, communities, the Church, and the 
world.  

RISE UP. Love Boldly. Transform the World. 

Matthew 22:36–40   

Communication is vital—from updates,   

reminders, and keeping connected with 

one another. I would love to be able to 

send a mass email to the congregation 

to communicate many different things, 

but the church doesn't have the current 

(or any!) contact information for many 

in our congregation. Please let us know- 

your current email address, phone   

number (do you text?), and address- 

and anything else you can think of that 

may be helpful. We want to keep every-

one in the loop- thank you!  



Spiritual Growth and Transformation Together 

We will be starting another round of our 

small group ministry called Life Group. We 

will meet March 22nd, 29th, and April 5th 

at 11:30am in the youth room, and lunch 

will be provided. Each gathering is         

approximately 1 ½ hours long, but          

depending on how much people share, 

can sometimes go 2 hours- but you are 

welcome to leave earlier if needed. Please 

let us know if you will be participating so 

you can receive the book a week prior,  to 

start the daily readings with reflection 

questions. The first week of reading is to 

be done before the first meeting on 

March 22nd, and it will be discussed at 

that time.    

The study will be The Wesley Challenge: 

21 Days to a More Authentic Faith. This 

study is ideal for Lent, focusing on the re-

flective and transformative questions John 

Wesley used with the group that was nick-

named the “Holy Club.” These questions 

were originally intended to be lived out in 

a group of believers. Each week of the 

study addresses seven of Wesley’s daily 

questions, grouped into themes of: Rela-

tionship with God, Relationship with Self, 

and Relationship with Others. Participant 

books cost $15. If this is cost-prohibitive, 

but you would still like to participate, 

please let Pastor Sherry know.  

Connect Class—Membership 

Date Change 

Some have expressed an interest in     

joining our church family, which is a  

wonderful joy! To prepare for Member-

ship, we will be offering a Connect Class, 

which will review our theology, history, 

and membership vows. We will also get 

to know one another more and learn 

about opportunities for getting involved. 

This class will be on Sunday, February 

22nd, following worship, and is open to 

anyone interested in knowing more 

about Christ First UMC, and is a require-

ment for anyone who would like to       

become a member. Lunch will be provid-

ed. To ensure we have enough 

food, please let the office know if you 

plan to attend. If you would like to        

become a member but are unable to 

attend, please let Pastor Sherry know so 

other arrangements can be made. 



Findley Freeze—Youth Retreat! 

The retreat was so fun! my favorite 
part was meeting more people and 
playing some games. 

Thank you for 
bringing me to 
the retreat be-
cause it was 
such fun and I 
had a BLAST!!! 
Thank You 
Church!!!  

I liked all the   
activities and 
learning more 
about God 

Everything 
was very fun 
and I really 
liked hanging 
out and meet-
ing new people 



Findley Freeze—Youth Retreat! 

I had an amazing 
time and I really 
loved learning 
more about God 

The retreat 
was so fun, 
because I got 
to meet new 
people and 
learn more 
about God.  

God hears you 
when you 
speak out. 

What I liked about the      
retreat is meeting Eleanor, 
which is my new best friend. 

Thank You Church!!!!! 

C.R.A.P. 
 

Confess 

Repent 

Ask 

Pass the test 



Inspect Every Link: Before clicking, hover 
your mouse over any link to see where it 
actually leads. If the address looks 
strange or misspelled, do not click it  

Protect the Vulnerable: Talk with the 
seniors in your family about common 
scams. Remind them that legitimate     
organizations will never demand pay-
ment via gift cards or wire transfers. 

By staying vigilant, we ensure our digital 
spaces remain a safe sanctuary for fel-
lowship and growth. If you ever suspect a 
message is fraudulent, please report it to 
the church office immediately. 

Our friends at Emmanual Baptist Church 
have invited us to a Valentine Spaghetti 
Dinner.  This event is dedicated to sup-
porting their church and promoting love 
and good fellowship. Feel free to bring 
extra guests. 

• Dine in or take out is optional 

• Saturday, 7 February 2026 

• 2:00 pm—5:00 pm 

• Emmanual Baptist Church dining hall 

• 53 23rd Street, Jamestown 

• Dinners are $10 / plate 

Stewardship in the Digital Age:  
Protecting Our Community Online 

As we embrace technology to stay con-
nected—from online giving to our digital 
prayer wall—we must also be mindful of 
the unique responsibilities that come 
with it. In recent months, many faith-
based communities have seen an           
increase in phishing scams, where bad 
actors impersonate church leaders or    
fellow members to request urgent help, 
gift cards, or personal information  

Part of our digital hospitality is ensuring 
that our online doors remain open for 
ministry while protecting everyone who 
enters. To help keep your household and 
our congregation safe, we encourage you 
to follow these simple practices: 

Verify Urgent Requests: If you receive an 
email or text from a "pastor" or "staff 
member" asking for money or gift 
cards, stop and call the church office      
directly before taking any action. Scam-
mers often use a "scare tactic" or sense 
of urgency to bypass your better judg-
ment . 

Strengthen Your "Keys": Think of your 
passwords like the keys to your home. 
Use a unique, long password (at least 12 
characters) for your email and giving ac-
counts. If available, enable Multi-Factor 
Authentication (MFA); this adds an extra 
layer of protection, usually a code sent to 
your phone  



To make sure you receive these im-

portant notifications, please verify that 

we have your current email address on 

file. If you haven't been receiving our 

regular communications, please contact 

the church office or see our separate ar-

ticle on Updating Your Contact Infor-

mation.  

Stay warm, stay safe, and remember—

even if we can't meet in person, we re-

main connected in spirit!  

Staying Safe & Connected  

During Snowy Sundays  

Living in Jamestown, we all know how 

quickly a "blustery" afternoon can turn in-

to a full-blown winter storm. While we 

love gathering for worship, the safety of 

our church family is our top priority. If 

winter weather makes travel hazardous, 

Christ First may need to adjust our plans 

or cancel scheduled events.  

How to find out if we’ve changed plans: 

• Check Our Website: Visit 

 ChristFirstJamestown.org for the most 

up-to-date alerts prominently dis-

played on the homepage 

[(https://www.christfirstjamestown.org

/)]. 

• Follow Us on Facebook: We will post 

immediate updates and "snow day" 

notifications on the Christ First UMC 

Facebook Page  

[(https://www.facebook.com/Christ

FirstUMCJamestown/)] 

[(www.facebook.com)]. 

• Watch Your Inbox: Ideally, we will also 

send a mass email to the entire        

congregation to ensure everyone stays 

informed [(www.facebook.com)]. 

If you are on Facebook, and are not yet 

a follower of our Facebook page, please 

consider giving the church a follow. If so 

inspired, also give a positive, encourag-

ing review. This will help the algorithm, 

getting our page more visibility and 

reach. You may also consider giving a  

review through Yelp, Google; anywhere. 

Many people nowadays actively "check 

out" a church, often reading reviews, 

before choosing to give it a try. 

https://www.christfirstjamestown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristFirstUMCJamestown/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristFirstUMCJamestown/


Sauce, Spaghetti and Support:         
Join our Fundraiser! 

Our Junior Youth Minis-
try recently returned from 
an incredible Youth        
Retreat, and the energy is 
still high! The group had 

such a transformative experience that they 
are already buzzing about finding more op-
portunities to connect, grow, and repeat 
that memorable event.  

To help our students get back out 
there, we are hosting a deli-
cious Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser to 
support our Youth Ministry program.   

 

Event Details  
 
• When: Saturday, 28 February 2026 

• The Main Attraction: Enjoy a plate of 
the famous Sam Boscia Spaghetti 
Sauce, a local favorite known for its rich, 
authentic flavor. 

• Purpose: All proceeds will go directly 
toward funding future retreats and 
spiritual growth activities for our Junior 
Youth. 

• Cost: $14 /plate—tickets available at 
the door or pre-sale. 

 
Whether you're coming for the community 
or the legendary sauce, your presence 
makes a difference in the lives of our young 
people. We can't wait to see you there!  

Score a Victory for Hunger:           
Souper Bowl Sunday 2026 

Get ready to tackle 
hunger and support 
our Food Pantry! 

 On Sunday, Febru-
ary 2, 2026, we in-
vite you to be part 
of the "biggest 

team off the field" by joining our local 
efforts to support those in need.  

How You Can Participate:  

• During our worship service, please 
bring a can of soup with one dollar 
attached. This tradition, inspired by a 
simple prayer from a youth group in 
South Carolina, ensures that 100% of 
your donation goes directly to our lo-
cal food pantry to help neighbors 
who may not have a "bowl of soup to 
eat". 

• Immediately following the worship 
service, join us for a soup lunch-
eon in the fellowship hall. It’s a    
wonderful time to enjoy a variety of 
delicious soups while celebrating the 
impact of our collective generosity. 

By contributing these "small gifts," we 
create a "big impact," helping our local 
food pantry provide essential supplies 
and dignity to veteran’s and their fami-
lies in our neighborhood. Let’s make 
this Souper Bowl Sunday our most     
successful drive yet!  



Instructions: 

1. Drain the cherries well and pat them dry with pa-
per towels. Chop them and toss them in 2 Tblsp. 
of flour. 

2. Cream butter, cream cheese and sugar   until 
light and fluffy ( about 3-5 minutes). 

3. Add eggs, one at a time, making sure each is fully 
combined before adding the next. 

4. Stir in Vanilla and Almond extracts 

5. Whisk together the remaining flour, salt and bak-
ing powder. Gradually add the flour mixture to 
the butter mixture, alternating with the milk or 
juice and ending with the dry ingredients. 

6. Gently fold the floured cherries into the batter by 
hand until evenly distributed. 

7. Pour the batter into a greased and floured Bundt 
or tube pan. Bake at 325F for 75-90 minutes or 
until a toothpick comes out clean 

8. Let the cake cool in the pan for 10-20 minutes 
before inverting onto a wire rack. 

Glaze: In a small bowl, combine the powdered    

sugar, almond extract, and 2 tablespoons of cherry 

juice. Whisk until completely smooth.  If the glaze is 

too thick, add more juice one teaspoon at a time. If 

it’s too runny, whisk in a little more powdered sugar. 

Once the cake is completely cool, pour the glaze 

over the top, letting it drip down the sides. Garnish 

the wet glaze with a few whole maraschino cherries.   

Ingredients: Cake 

• 1 cup (2 sticks) butter, unsalted and softened 

• 8 oz. cream cheese, softened  

• 3 cups granulated sugar 

• 6 large eggs, room temperature 

• 3 cups all-purpose flour (plus 2 Tablespoons 
for the cherries) 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  

• 1 1/2 teaspoon Almond Extract 

• 1 Jar (10-16 ox) maraschino cherries (drained 
and chopped) 

• 1/2 cup whole milk or reserved cherry juice 
for a pinker cake 

• 1 teaspoon baking powder 

• 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 

Ingredients: Glaze 

• 1 1/2  cups powdered sugar, sifted  

• 2-3 Tablespoons maraschino cherry juice 

• 
1/4 teaspoon Almond Extract 

• 1 teaspoon Milk or Heavy Cream 

 

Cherry Pound Cake 

February is the ultimate month for a rich, buttery cherry pound cake. It perfectly 
bridges the gap between the romantic charm of Valentine’s Day—where sweet red 
cherries resemble little hearts and symbolize love and devotion—and the historical 
folklore of Georg Washington.  This dessert pays a sweet tribute to the legendary 
tale of a young Washington and his honesty regarding a cherry tree, making it a  
traditional favorite for Washington’s Birthday on February 22nd. Whether you’re 
baking a classic loaf for a cozy holiday tea or an elegant bundt to share with a loved 
one, this cake is a delicious way to celebrate the Month of the Cherry! 



In Memory of 
 

• Husband Richard & son Daniel 
  Given by Nancy Ahlstrom 

• Margaret & Phil DeVita 
  Given by Judy Amatuzzo 

• Duane “Dewey” Anderson 
  Given by Marian Anderson 

• Gail Boltz & Stacy Boltz 
  Given by David Boltz 

• Clarence & Carrie Calalesina 
  Given by Tom & Sandra Calalesina 

• Glenn & Shirley Wingate,  
•  Ren & Ruth Carlson  
  Given by Lorrie & Bruce Carlson 

• John Berger & Harold Colburn             
• Grandparents Berger, Jones, & Colburn 
  Given by Bruce & Kathy Colburn 

• Richard & Ivy Dykstra 
  Given by John & Sue Dykstra 

• Lloyd & Audrey Feather, Dan Feather 
  Given by Mel Feather 

• Pat & Clift Forsberg 
  Given by Scott & Marsha Forsberg 

• My Mother 
  Given by Kay Fugagli 

• Andy & Hazel Anderson 
• John & Shirley Glatz 
  Given by Tom & Mary Glatz 

• Gordon & Carolyn Bloomberg 
  Given by Darlene Heacox 

• Margaret Nichols 
  Given by Jack Hemink 

• Gordon & Carolyn Bloomberg 
  Given by Darlene Heacox 

• Our Parents 
  Given by Bill & Carol Larson 

• Ruth S. Lindblad & Evan D. Lamoureaux 
  Given by Kathryn & John O’Hagan 

• Nancy Harner & Thomas Pope 
  Given by Tom & Tamsin Pope 

• George D. Green & Lawrence E. Regis 
  Given by Catharine Regis Green 

• Parents, Charles & Evelyn Strand 
• Parents, Paul & Betty Wade 
  Given by Cathy Strand 

• Jack Henry, Jean & Gene Swanson 
  Given by Paul & Becky Swanson 

 

 

 

A Gift of 
• Given by Lloyd & Rosemary Schrecengost 

• Given by Don  & Sally Teater 
 

Continued on next page 

Christmas Blankets 



In Honor of 

• Grandchildren Ally, Brenden, Cassie & Tristan 
  Given by Dan & Judy Atkins 

• Bill & Carol Larson 
  Given by Tom & Sandra Calalesina 

• Children Stephen, Jennifer & Kyle 
  Given by Bruce & Kathy Colburn 

• Grandchildren Amelia, Eloise, Henry & Indica 
  Given by Bruce & Kathy Colburn 

• Bill & Carol Larson 
  Given by Scott & Marsha Forsberg 

• Bill & Carol Larson 
  Given by Rick & Dawn Larson 

• Richard Harner & Betty Pope 
  Given by Tom & Tamsin Pope 

• Dorothy & Suzanne Regis 
  Given by Catharine Regis Green 

• Parents Husband, Chuck Strand 
  Given by Cathy Strand 

• Mother Lillian Henry (104), my family 
  Given by Paul & Becky Swanson 

A Big Thank-You  

from the Junior Youth Group! 

The Junior Youth Group would like to     
extend a heartfelt thank-you to everyone 
who supported our recent Youth Retreat . 

Seven youths were able to attend the  trip 
to the Findley Freeze winter church camp 
at Findley Lake! The youth were accom-
panied by 3 adult advisors. 

To our church family—thank you for your 
generosity, encouragement, and pres-
ence—and especially the meals and 
snacks that you provide for the program.  
Your support helps make memorable 
faith-building experiences like Findley 
Freeze possible for our youth. 

We appreciate you! 

(See come pictures from camp on pages 6 
and 7)! 



 

In Memory 

Donald G. Olander 

9/28/1937 ~ 1/11/2026 



 

Recurring Events 

Sun... Worship Service: 10:00 am,  Sanc.  

Sun… Life Group: 11:30 am—1:30 pm 

Mon…Dwyer—Vietnam Vets Coffee 

Mon...Food Pantry:  9:30  – 11:30  am 

Wed…Youth Ministry—6:00 pm, 102  

Thu….Children’s Music Studio—8:15 

Thu…. Luncheon Devotional:  11:00 

Thu… Chancel Choir Rehearsal: 6:30 

Thu… AA-Jim Barr: 6:30, Darrah Hall 

Thu… AA-24 Hr. Group: 8:00 pm, 103  

Fri…..Mozart Chorus: 9:00 am, Darrah Hall 

Fri…..Bible Study: 10:15 am, Atrium 

Sat….Children’s Music Studio —8:15 
 

Z Z Z Z Z 

Thu—2/3:       Single’s Brunch—11:00 am 

Fri—2/6 :        Mozart Chorus— 9:00 am, DH 

Sun—2/8:       Souper Bowl Luncheon—11:30 am 

Mon—2/9:      Trustees—4:00 pm, 102 

Mon—2/9:      Trustees/AC/Finance—4:00 pm,  

Mon—2/9      Advisory Council—6:00 pm, 102 

Tue—2/10:     Financial Peace Univ. Begins—6:30  

Wed—2/18:   Ash Wednesday Vigil— 4-6:30 pm 

Fri—2/20:      Single’s Prendergast Movie —4:30 

                                         

 
Happy Birthday     

2/1  Janet Fowler  

2/4  Emilee Johnston    

2/7  Dereck Gray 

2/8  Marian Anderson  

2/8  Wanda Dõ Angelo 

2/9  Andy Schmidt  

2/14  Christine Gabrielsen  

2/15  Rosemary Schrecengost 

2/16  Cynthia Rich  

2/19  Thomas Pope 

2/22  Judy Atkins  

2/23  Logan Johnston  

2/26  Alton DeLong  

2/27  Mel Feather  

2/27  Donna Ireland  

2/27  Andrew Johnston  

    Happy Anniversary      

 2/5  Doug & Judy Knopp  

2/14  Randy & Cathy Prince  

Download the latest Bridge  

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge   

https://www.unyumc.org/about/the-bridge
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