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Greetings friends,

As part of our spiritual journey together, we are taking some time daily (if you are not
already) to read the Scripture and pray. With the Faith Focus, we will focus on the same
passage of Scripture for the week, using Sunday’s texts (See below). The Scripture used
on Sunday was 2 Corinthians 9:6-15. The book of 2 Corinthians was written by the
Apostle Paul to all the Christians throughout Achaia (all of Greece south of Macedonia- a
Roman province) and also, specifically, the church at Corinth (see Acts 18). Corinth was
a powerful and integral city of Greece, a crossroad for traders and commerce. It was
steeped in Greek culture, with philosophy, rhetoric, and striving after wisdom.
However, that did not have a positive impact on the people religiously or morally. There
were at least 12 pagan temples in Corinth, and the city was plagued by immoral
behavior, including temple prostitution with the worship of Aphrodite. There was also a
synagogue in Corinth that would’ve gathered diaspora Jews, but it was surrounded by
conflicting beliefs and practices. It was into this environment that the church at Corinth
was established, which helps to explain why the church had many problems. The church
developed during Paul’s second missionary journey, accompanied by Silas and Timothy.
Paul originally stayed for two years in Corinth, with a Jewish-Christian couple who were
tentmakers by trade, Priscilla and Aquila. It is believed that Paul wrote at least four
letters to this church- some are lost. In our biblical canon, there are only two (with much
debate on whether parts are different letters). The entire book focuses on daily living
with Christ, with responsibilities and rewards, sufferings and joys. Our passage comes
from chapter 9, which discusses the grace of giving and encourages the church to give
generously to the church in Jerusalem, which was struggling with great poverty.

Format-this is a repeat from every week, and will be consistently present for anyone
new and as a reminder for all. It is listed at the bottom for review and for anyone who is

new to this exercise. Please remember that it is a suggestion. There is no pressure to do
it in the format suggested, to do everything on the days that are listed, or to even to
answer all the questions. Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you. If one question takes up the
time because you are moved in your spirit, then stay with it. The idea of this is to spend
some intentional time with the Scriptures, in the presence of God, and in prayer and
reflection- in whatever way that works for you!

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
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® Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. ” Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.® And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. °
As it is written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. !

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 3> Because
of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the
obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. * And in their prayers
for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has
given you. > Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

Other Scriptures referenced:

1 Timothy 6:10- ° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
with many griefs.

Matthew 6:19-21, 24- ° “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 2° But
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2! For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also... 2* “No one can serve two masters. Either you
will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Faith Focus ~ Week of February 1*, 2026 Page 2 of 14



Q@% w\ b 5

DAILY QUIET TIME WITH GOD:

Monday: v.6 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” It is believed that this must have
been a well-known proverb. It can be compared to Proverbs 11:24-25; 22:8-9; Luke
6:38; Galatians 6:7, and many more. All those who heard would’ve been familiar with
the gardening metaphor. Paul is using these words as reinforcement for his earlier
boasting about how the church at Corinth was planning to give a generous gift to the
church in Jerusalem, which was in need, as a way to encourage them to follow through.
In the process, Paul gives a theological understanding of giving for all believers. The
problem is that many today take this verse and twist it to mean something that it
doesn’t- promoting a prosperity gospel. It’s even been misused to support the idea of
karma, which is not biblical. “Whoever sows sparingly ”- to sow in gardening terms is to
plant seeds. Seeds are planted with the hope and expectation that they will be fruitful-
that they will grow and produce a harvest. The metaphor of sowing represents the
believer giving. What are some of the reasons why someone would choose to give
sparingly? Perhaps fear- that if they gave generously, they would not have enough, not
trusting in God’s provision. Remember that God is our provider. As Paul wrote in
Philippians 4:19, “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his
glory in Christ Jesus.” We trust, and so we can give. Certainly, we can’t give everything
and then not have enough to live. But | think there’s a difference between giving what is
possible, and giving “sparingly”- which is a choice to hold back. Have you ever had a
time when fear informed how you gave? The original context refers to money, but the
principle can be applied to many areas of our lives. Has fear ever led you to hold back in
relationships? Or in moving forward with a career or ministry? Or taking a bold step of
some kind? Consider the role that fear may have had, and perhaps still has, on your life.
Define the source of fear-what is the root? Discern between healthy fear that keeps us
from harm- a rational response that prompts protective action (like not driving quickly
on icy roads) and unhealthy fear that is disproportionate, excessive, persistent, and can
hold us back and even disrupt our daily lives. Unhealthy fear has an undercurrent of
anxiety that often leads to avoidance or an inability to function at our optimal level. As
you consider the role of fear in your life, take a moment and sift through it with God.
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Ask God to reveal the root and to heal it. Consider, in prayer, whether fear has ever
impacted your giving.

Another reason why people may choose to give sparingly is due to greed. Greed is very
harmful. 1 Timothy 6:10 says that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” We
certainly see that in the world: corruption, oppression, and more. Greed stems from the
love of money over the love of God and others. It has a belief system that says that
everything we have is ours- we earned it, we’re owed it, it all belongs to us- to do with
whatever we want. The reality is that absolutely everything we have belongs to God!
God gave us the ability and opportunity to earn, and in every way we have provision, it
still, ultimately, came from God. Perhaps the root of greed is also fear, but it can also be
rooted in pride. Proverbs 16:18 says that “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty

|”

spirit before a fall.” Greed, the love of money that urges us to hold tightly to “our”
wealth, in whatever form, can cause damage- destruction, a fall. Consider the ways in
which greed can cause harm in our own lives. Have you ever seen or experienced it? If
so, take that to God in prayer, asking God for revelation of heart, and if necessary,
healing. Jesus said in Luke 12:15, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” He then went on to tell the
parable of the man who was going to build a bigger barn- only to die that night (Luke
12:16-20). Jesus ended in v. 21 by saying, “This is how it will be with whoever stores up
things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” Being rich toward God would not only
be giving to the church, supporting the ministry and mission, but it's the many ways of
giving that express love. Remember that life is not a race to acquire more, a challenge to
hold on to everything, but God gives to us abundantly so we may have life to the fullest
(John 10:10). Take a moment and thank God for the many blessings he has given to

you.

Tuesday: v.6 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly”- just
as a gardener who does not plant many seeds will not have a large harvest, the same is
true with our giving. Take this to another level and consider what happens in
relationships when we give sparingly- love, affection, care. The “reaping,” or what is
returned, is usually given in kind, sparingly. It’s the foundation of a relationship that will
ultimately fail if nothing changes. Can you think of a time when you, or someone else,
gave sparingly in some way, and the response was also given sparingly? If someone gave
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sparingly in some way to someone else, what would that make you think about them
and how much they value the other person? Sometimes, when giving is done sparingly,
the person giving is surprised by the lack of response, the lack of “reaping” they receive.
Paul is giving wisdom for us to carry- to know that the reasonable expectation from
giving sparingly is to receive sparingly, and if we want more, we need to give more. God
knows what we are giving, and why. Consider that story of the Widow’s Mite (Mark
12:41-44+, Luke 21:1-4+). Put all of this in terms of our faith, beyond money. For those
who give sparingly, as in not putting in time and effort with spiritual disciplines, the
likelihood is that they will not experience the many blessings that come from doing so.
They will not have the spiritual renewal and transformation that comes from growing
closer to God. They will not reap the benefit of growing closer to their church family, not
have the joy of serving, and not have the wisdom and discernment to live for God.
Continuing to do so could lead to a faith that is distant and impersonal, and may, in
time, draw people away entirely. How about you? Have you experienced a time when
you were not giving much to your faith and questioned the benefit of giving more? Can
you look back at a time when you made the shift to give more, becoming an active
participant in your faith, and recognize the difference? If so, name the differences. If you
recognize this as a current struggle, bring that to God. Ask God to give a willingness to
give more, to break down any barriers in mind and circumstances that seem to be
preventing you from doing so. Thank God for always having his arms open wide for all to
come. Remember that God always loves you and wants what’s best for you.

Wednesday: v.6b “and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”- this is
the juxtaposition to the first part of this sentence, reminding us that if we give
generously, then we will “reap,” or receive, a generous return. The problem is that many
will misuse this verse, as a form of a prosperity gospel, suggesting that giving financially
to God- especially through the church- will somehow have God returning all of that
money and then some back to us. That is simply untrue. God is not an investment
strategy to get more money. It is true, however, that if we give generously, we will
receive abundant, generous blessings. But blessings come in many forms. We may
receive joy, peace, purpose- a knowing that we’ve made a difference. We may be
blessed in receiving something from a different direction entirely- but it was obviously
God moving. Weekly, the question is asked, “How many of us know we are blessed?”-
and the hands go up, often with smiles and nods of agreement. It’s important to
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acknowledge that we are blessed, as all blessings are from God. Paul teaches that if we
want to be blessed more, then we should give more. As Jesus said in Luke 6:38, “Give,
and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to
you.” | know that many do not like to think of it that way, believing that God “should”
just give them an abundance of blessings regardless of how we give, but our giving is an
expression of our love for God, and God honors that. | encourage you, if you are not
already, to involve God in determining your giving in all areas of life. Ask God how, how
much, where, and with whom you should give. And listen. Follow God’s leading, being
careful not to insert your own preconceived ideas or “yeah, buts” into what God is
saying. As always, give thanks to God!

Thursday: v.7 “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”- Which brings the
question of what is in our heart? Is our heart full of love for God and others? Does it
have a passion to reach others for Jesus Christ, to “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world,” as the UMC mission statement declares? Or is our heart
full of fear, or pride, and selfish agendas? Is our heart greedy and ungrateful, or
generous and grateful? Our behaviors are determined by the state of our hearts, and
God desires our hearts to be in love with him. If our hearts are full of love for God and
others, how does that live out in our lives? If our hearts are filled with fear, envy, greed,
pride, etc.- how does that live out in our lives? If we give generously, but with a heart
that did it out of compulsion, obligation, pressure- how would that live out in our lives?
What do you think happens to a heart, and to faith, when we give under those
circumstances? Take a heart check. When considering giving, what is the state of your
heart? Why are you giving? Is there any sense of motive, or obligation, or doing so
grudgingly? Or, are you giving cheerfully, joyfully, as an expression of gratitude and
love? “God loves a cheerful giver”- not based on the amount, but on the state of heart.
The next time you give, check your heart. Say thank you to God! V.8 “And God is able to
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you
will abound in every good work”- though we know that God is able, sometimes we can
find ourselves doubting. We see a struggle, a shortfall, and we can easily drift into an
attitude of lack instead of abundance. Remember Ephesians 3:20, “Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
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at work within us.” It’s good to remember not only that God is able to bless, but that
God does bless, and bless abundantly- but note that the blessing is for a purpose.
Specifically, God is blessing “so that” we will be equipped, empowered, and successful in
“every good work”- ways of honoring and glorifying the Lord. Material blessings, and
also spiritual blessings, in our present and in eternity. Notice the repetition of the word

”n «u ” u

“all”- “all things,” “all times,” “all that you need.” Repetition, especially in Scripture, is
used to amplify a point- here, that God’s gracious giving is unlimited! God will give us
the grace to do whatever God has called us to do- giving financially, serving in ministry,
loving others in many ways, even when it’s difficult. Ask God if there are areas where
you need an increase, an abundance, of God’s grace. Ask God to equip and empower
you to do what God has called you to do, that your generous love in action would glorify

God.

Friday: v.9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”

Here, Paul is quoting Psalm 112:9a- | encourage you to read the entire psalm and
consider how it relates to this passage. “As it is written” is used frequently in the New
Testament, underscoring the enduring truth of the Word of God. God’s plan has always
been for generous giving. “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor”- one of
God’s truths revealed throughout Scripture is that we are to care for the poor, with the
same generous and cheerful heart described earlier. God uses us, the body of Christ, to
be his hands and feet in the world, to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, help the
needy- to tangibly express God’s love for all people. If you have time, read Matthew
25:31-46, the parable Jesus told about the sheep and the goats. It’s one of the reasons
our church does so much for others, giving generously in many ways to care for people
who are hurting and struggling. Our church understands the importance of giving, and
ensures we do so by setting aside 10% of our giving to go out and help others. We also
offer many opportunities to give beyond that. Together, we are living God’s truth,
stewarding our resources God’s way, blessing others, and making a positive difference in
the world. “Their righteousness endures forever”- righteousness- the state of someone
who loves and follows God, who therefore lives the way God called them to live.
Righteousness here, as revealed through generous giving to those in need, endures
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forever because it has an everlasting spiritual impact. Consider that one of the ways that
a believer’s righteousness may endure forever is through lives touched by God’s grace
through us. That the love of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit are working through
the generous giving of believers, touching hearts and lives- we can’t even imagine the
lasting impact, perhaps eternal impact, our giving has on others! V.10 “Now he who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.”- Paul is reiterating that
God is the “supplier” of all- giving seed to the sower, bread for food- reminding us that
every provision, every blessing, in our lives ultimately comes from God. The bread is the
byproduct of the seed, the fruit, so what is being conveyed is that everything we have,
and everything that comes from it, is all dependent on the generosity of God. Some
translations use the word “gives” instead of “supplies”- does that translation change
anything in the way you receive this verse? How would the line of the Lord’s Prayer,
“Give us this day our daily bread” relate to this? “Will also supply and increase your
store of seed”- God continues to provide! Not only give provision, but an increase-
enabling those who give to give even more. Consider Jesus’ statement after telling a
parable about being ready for God, “From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one entrusted with much, much more will be asked”
(Luke 12:48b). This is not, however, just provision materially, but spiritual nourishment
as well. How would this relate spiritually? What is God doing, and what are we expected
to do spiritually? What would “increase” look like spiritually? “and will enlarge the
harvest of your righteousness”- this isn’t about salvation, as believers are already
complete and received as righteous through Christ. Paul is alluding to Hosea 10:12,
which speaks to sowing righteousness for ourselves and reaping “the fruit of unfailing
love.” Not that we will receive more love from God- Ephesians 3:17b-19 says, “And |
pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.” But that believers who are living in God'’s
righteousness, who are giving of themselves with generosity, will have an increased
“harvest” of kingdom impact and personal blessing. As Jesus is quoted in Acts 20:35, “It
is more blessed to give than to receive.” Take a moment and ask God for guidance- for
an awareness of how God is blessing you, and how God is calling you to steward the
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blessings God has given. Pray for opportunities to give, and for God to enlarge the
“harvest of your righteousness.” Listen, and watch for how God will use you to make a
kingdom impact.

Saturday: v.11 “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God”- you
will be divinely enriched (original Greek ploutizo implies an abundance) in every way-
consider how God has, does, and can enrich every area of our lives! Take a moment and
count your blessings. If you come across an area in your life that you perceive is
experiencing lack, ask God to fill it with God’s abundance. “So that”- throughout the
Bible God gives “so that”- a recognition that there is an expectation and responsibility in
response. “You can be generous on every occasion”- generosity as a lifestyle, always
watching for how we can bless others. Try practicing this- every morning, and perhaps
also throughout the day, ask God to open your eyes to see the opportunities, and the
heart to be willing, to bless others. “Through us”- a reference to Paul, Titus, and others
who would serve as conduits of the grace and generosity the Corinthian church would
send to the Jerusalem church. Consider that as the body of Christ- as the Church and as
individual believers, we all are conduits of God’s grace and generosity. What does
considering yourself a conduit for God make you think and feel? How is it speaking to
you? “Your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God”- the goal of our generosity is
not to have acknowledgement and praise for ourselves, but to give glory to God- the
one who ultimately gave the provision, who gave the opportunity, who enabled and
empowered the giving. People will generally thank the giver, that is normal and right,
but when we give, point to God! V.12 “This service that you perform is not only
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions
of thanks to God.”- Are we blessing others so that people are thanking God for us? Do
people experience the love and care of God through us? Have you ever experienced
gratitude for what someone has done for you, that you “overflowed” into thanks to
God? What do you think would be some of the “many expressions of thanks to God”?
What are some of the ways you have experienced giving thanks to God? V.13 “Because
of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the
obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your
generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else”- the Corinthian believers
“proved themselves” by understanding that generously is discipleship, a form of
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worship, and they therefore did so generously. This revealed the state of their heart and
their commitment to God and the people of God. Especially as a Gentile church, which
many Jews would have difficulty in accepting, they demonstrate that they are true
believers in Jesus Christ. Their “confession of the gospel”
tangible expression of devotion. Their “obedience” was to do as God has called us all to

do- love God and love others as God has loved us. “Your generosity in sharing with

is not just words, but a

them and with everyone else”- God’s love made the believers, Jewish and Gentile, one
through Christ. This is lived out with recognizing that they are “on the same team,” and
having a connectionalism that called them to support and give as needed, and in
abundance. An expression of an outpouring of love for their fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ. V.14 “And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of
the surpassing grace God has given you”- Reciprocal, a loving response with their
hearts, lifting up the Corinthian believers in prayer, celebrating the “surpassing grace”
God had given. That’s what all believers are called to do- support one another, pray for
one another, celebrate one another, care for one another, and praise God for it all. V.15
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” YES- AMEN!! God is SO good, and we are
blessed to be a blessing. Take some time to give thanks to God- for providing, blessing,
for our church family, for ministry that touches lives, and for opportunity to be a part of
what God wants to bless.

Other items:
Prayer Prompt- Lord, | am thankful
Sermon Title- People Who Give

Responsive Reading

L: Loving God, You call us to be stewards of Your abundance,
P: The caretakers of all You have entrusted to us.

L: Open our eyes to Your provision in our lives.
P: Increase within us a heart of gratitude and generosity.

L: Lead us to use Your gifts wisely,
P: To share them and bless others.
All: May our faithful giving bear witness to the Love of Jesus Christ.
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Unison Prayer

Giving God, Provider and Sustainer, we praise You and thank You for Your faithful
love. Everything we have is from You. Lead us to give as You have given to us,
responding with grateful and generous hearts. God, break through and open
doors to new hopes and possibilities in our church and in our own lives- and we
will surrender and faithfully follow Christ into the new and unknown future. May
Your will be done. Amen!

Song Lyrics:
#87 What Gift Can We Bring

1. What gift can we bring, what present, what token?
What words can convey it, the joy of this day?
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
what song can we offer in honor and praise?

2. Give thanks for the past, for those who had vision,
who planted and watered so dreams could come true.
Give thanks for the now, for study, for worship,
for mission that bids us turn prayer into deed.

3. Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises,
for knowing whatever tomorrow may bring,
the Word is our promise always, forever;
we rest in God's keeping and live in God's love.

4. This gift we now bring, this present, this token,
these words can convey it, the joy of this day!
When grateful we come, remembering, rejoicing,
this song we now offer in honor and praise!
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#399 Take My Life, and Let it Be

1. Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.

2. Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold;
not a mite would | withhold.
Take my intellect, and use
every power as thou shalt choose.

3. Take my will, and make it Thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for Thee.

#451 Be Thou My Vision

1. Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to Thee, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
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2. Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word;
| ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,

Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

3. Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance now and always
Thou my great Father, | thy true son
Thou in me dwelling and | with Thee one.

4. Great God of heaven, my victory won,
May | reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever be fall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Format (this is a repeat from last week, and will be consistently present for anyone new
and as a reminder for all):

Find a quiet place and time to focus on the Word, and to hear from God through it. It

doesn’t have to be long, for some, it will be longer than others. | encourage you, if
possible, to do this practice in the morning. You will then find that God brings it to your
mind throughout your day.

For greater impact, | encourage you to get some paper and a pen and journal daily
whatever thoughts and impressions God brings to mind. Write out also your own
thoughts and your own prayers, making sure to leave space within your time for God’s
response. Listen intently, and notice what rises up within you- what you are thinking,
feeling, memories that arise, and ideas that spring up. It may be something God would
want you to address within yourself and/or with others. It may be something God is
inspiring you to begin or end. God’s possibilities are infinite! After time, it is often
beneficial to go back and read what you have written, and notice how God has been
moving in your life (and praise God for it!).
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Begin with prayer, quieting yourself within and opening up to hearing what God would

like to reveal to you. Praise God for who he is, for loving you, being with you, and more.
Then ask God to speak to you; to open your heart and mind to hear his message. (if you

are journaling, you could write out the prayer)

Read the Scripture passage over twice; once as a read through, and the second time

slowly, meditatively. Notice what God illuminates for you. Notice what words or ideas

are “jumping off the page at you,” impacting you from the Scripture. Ask God why that
is being highlighted for you. What is God saying to you? What is God asking you to say,
do, change, pray about, etc.? Ask- “What is the application for my life today?” **Most
importantly- ask, “What am | going to do about it?” (If you are journaling you could

write it all out, which reinforces it in a greater way)

| have put together some daily questions based upon the Scripture. You may use those,

but also feel free to deviate away from it if God is leading you there. They are simply

offered to prompt contemplation with God. There is much more in this passage, feel
free to delve in more!

At the end of your time, pray again. | recommend praying throughout, but the ending
prayer would include praise, thanking God for revelation, and asking for the Holy Spirit
to continue to reveal, bringing to mind God’s will. Ask God for the courage,
empowerment, and opportunity to do what you have determined God is asking you to
do.
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