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Greetings friends,

As part of our spiritual journey together, we are taking some time daily to read the Scripture
and pray. With the Faith Focus, we will focus on the same passage of Scripture for the
week, using Sunday’s text (See below). The Scripture used on Sunday was 1 Peter 4:10-11.
It was written by Peter, one of “The Twelve,” originally a fisherman named Simon, who
identified himself in this letter as “an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1). 1 Peter is an epistle, or
letter, written to Christian churches throughout Asia Minor, with likely a mix of primarily
Gentile believers, along with some Jewish believers. Peter described them as “exiles” or
“strangers” (diaspora), because, due to their faith, they were living as outsiders in their
communities. It is assumed that Peter wrote the letter from Rome, which he referred to as
“Babylon” (5:13). Itis believed that this reference was used to try to protect the Asia Minor
churches as well as indicate the situation in Rome (Babylon was where the Israelites had
been sent in exile- to a foreign land and culture). Peter writes to encourage resilience, to
remind them of their Christian identity and calling, and to give guidance for continuing to
live their faith while suffering, as they faced persecution.

Format- this is a repeat from every week, and will be consistently present for anyone new,
and as a reminder for all. Itis listed at the bottom. Please remember that it is a suggestion.
There is no pressure to do it in the format suggested, to do everything on the days that are
listed, or to even to answer all the questions. Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you. If one
question takes up the time because you are moved in your spirit, then stay with it. The idea
of this is to spend some intentional time with the Scriptures, in the presence of God, and in
prayer and reflection- in whatever way that works for you!

Scripture:
1 Peter 4:10-11

9Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. "' If anyone speaks, they should
do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so
with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

DAILY QUIET TIME WITH GOD:

Monday: v.10a “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received”- “Each of
you” referring to not only those believers who were the original recipients of the letter, but
to ALL believers- including you and me. “Whatever gift you have received”- When people
choose to accept the grace offered to us through Jesus Christ and receive salvation, they
are also filled with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives divine correction,
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guidance, comfort, strength, power, and so much more. The Holy Spirit also gives every
believer spiritual gifts- that is the gift being referred to here. As it says in 1 Corinthians 12:7,
11, “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good... All
these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as
he determines.” So all believers receive divine gifting! Spiritual gifts are different than skills,
as skills can be taught, and they may be (and often are) different than talents. Natural
talents are inherent abilities that people are born with, regardless of faith, whereas spiritual
gifts are only given to believers as a blessing from God, for believers to use to be a blessing.
Every believer has at least one spiritual gift, and some have several. There may also be
times when we may not have a certain spiritual gift, but God gives us the gifting to be able
to do something in that moment, empowering us to rise to the occasion. We are also
encouraged to “follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit” (1 Corinthians
14:1). If you don’t know how God has gifted you, ask God. If you are eagerly desiring gifts of
the Spirit, make sure the motivation is rooted in God’s love. When that is the case, we can
ask God for more spiritual gifts- and in response, God may give more spiritual gifts, or an
increase in our current gifting, or bring people into our lives who have those gifts we are
desiring, so we can partner together in ministry and mission. V.10b “should use whatever
gift you have received to serve others”- that’s the point- God gives spiritual gifts, a divine
outpouring of abilities, to be used by believers to serve others. God gives the gifting, and
then brings people together as the Body of Christ to live out God’s love, faith in action, that
through us people would witness God’s love, experience God’s grace, and make a kingdom
impact- “on earth as itis in heaven.” We need to understand that our spiritual gifts are not
for us, not to be hoarded or monopolized, not for our personal enjoyment. Instead, spiritual
gifts are given for us to give to others through them. Paul writes extensively about this (1
Corinthians 12-14, Romans 12, Ephesians 4), reminding believers that the Body of Christ is
made up of many differing gifts, that all are from God, all of them needed, and all of them
are to be respected and used for the common good. Many spiritual gifts are listed, and
that’s not even exhaustive. Consider what spiritual gifts God has given to you. If you don’t
know what they are, ask God. Often, in response, God will present opportunities to use
your gifting, or put a ministry or mission on your heart. Pursue what God has called and
gifted you to do, using your spiritual gifting for God’s purpose- because that is the greatest
purpose! When we do so, we have greater meaning and purpose in our lives and faith
community. Praise the Lord, our gracious and generous Giver, for the ways God is shaping
and empowering you and our church!

Tuesday: v.10c “to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms”- what does the term “serve others” mean to you? If someone were to serve others
based on how God would have them do it (not reluctantly or out of compulsion, or even out
of obligation), what would be the characteristics of that? It reminds me of Jesus in the
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Upper Room on the night of Maundy Thursday, knowing that not only would Judas betray
him, but all of the disciples would desert him and deny him, and he would be crucified. And
yet, Jesus took a basin of water and a towel, knelt down before each and every one of
them, and washed their filthy feet (John 13:1-17, Matthew 20:25-27). If you have time, |
encourage you to read those passages and note what characteristics are witnessed
through Jesus's serving. How about you? Do you have those same characteristics when
serving? | think most of us have had times when serving felt obligatory, or perhaps there
was grumbling, or even a thought that we shouldn’t have to do it, and maybe it was avoided
altogether. We know that one of the reasons God wants us to serve is to support the faith
community and the mission of the church, but consider how serving with God-focused
characteristics may impact our spirits and affect our character in ways that glorify God.
What would that look like? Have you experienced that? If so, describe it. If not, | encourage
you to step forward into the joy of serving and experience the many blessings that come
from it. Be ready to describe the beautiful change as a God Moment! “As faithful stewards
of God’s grace in many forms”- the spiritual gifts we are given are just that- gifts. God is
entrusting us with these gifts, and we are to care for them, utilize them, and steward them
in a way that they were intended. Perhaps you can think of someone who squandered their
gifting, or used it for purposes it was not intended for. If we are not careful, ego and pride
can rear their ugly heads and twist gifting for ungodly gain. In those times, often there is a
great fall that follows. God would have us repent. Sometimes fear can get in the way, and
we can find ourselves squelching the Spirit within us and not living into our God-given
potential. To faithfully steward the gifts would be to trust God for the calling and gifting, and
to continually remember the reason God gave to us in the first place. It’s not about us- it’s
about God, and the mission of God in the world. “God’s grace in many forms”- in the
original Greek, “gift” is charisma, and “grace” is charis- they are related. The ending “ma,”
for “gift” indicates that it is a result of something, and our verse lets us know that it is the
result of God’s grace. From biblehub.com, grace, charis, describes “the Lord’s favor- freely
extended to give Himself away to people (because He is “always leaning toward them”).”
Thayer describes charis (grace) as “favour with which one receives without any merit of his
own”- God’s abundant love for us, that is undeserved, unmerited- we cannot earn it, we
can only receive it and live into the fullness of it. Imagine God’s incredible love for you!
Now, imagine that God’s love empowers all believers through the Holy Spirit with spiritual
gifts as reflections of God’s grace, as they are used to serve others- gifts of encouraging,
healing, giving, knowledge, helping, and so many more- lived out through us as expressions
of God’s loving-kindness. God’s design is for us all to do our part, working together as one
body, serving God and others, with multi-faceted expressions of God’s grace! What would
our world be like if all believers lived into this? Take a moment and pray about this. What is
God calling you to do? How is God leading you to serve? How is God’s grace being
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stewarded by you, and is God’s abundant love and care evident through you and the way
you serve others? As God reveals, listen, respond, and give thanks.

Wednesday: v.11a “ If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very
words of God.”- this broadens the idea of serving with spiritual gifts to encompass how we
are to speak to one another- in the church and in the world. In English, “speaks” is used
twice, butin the original Greek, lalei is used for when someone speaks in the usual way, but
the second “speaks” in this verse is logia, which is oracles- divine responses, or utterances.
Prophets in the Old Testament would receive oracles and proclaim God’s words to the
people. This verse establishes that not only are we to reveal God’s grace by what we do,
serving others, but also by how and what we speak. As a Christian, everything we say
reflects God to others... as the world is watching. Unfortunately, | think most of us would
say that sometimes when we spealk, it is not an accurate representation of God. The title
for James 3 in my Bible is “Taming the Tongue,” addressing this very issue: “The tongue also
is a fire, a world of evilamong the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the
whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself on fire by hell (v.5)... no human being can
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With the tongue we praise our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s
likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this
should not be (v.8-10).” There’s the old adage that we need to “bite our tongue”- yes,
exactly. As Christians, we are to tame our tongue and have grace-filled speech. Even when
we are holding someone accountable or giving correction, we are to 'speak the truth in love'
(Ephesians 4:15). Peter is not authorizing spiritualized hot-takes, because not every opinion
we have is God’s opinion. Instead, we are to have reverent, accountable speech that
echoes God’s heart, with God’s message, and not speech centered on our own ego. The
original audience of this letter was under pressure from the culture and even facing
persecution. The temptation could be to speak defensively, harshly, or manipulatively. With
others, there’s always the temptation to gossip, slander, boast, lie, shame, condemn, etc.
Though we are in a different age, and most of us are not facing persecution, the
temptations are still there for all of us. Christian speech, regardless of the circumstances,
is to be shaped by God’s character and God’s truth. We are to be humble, truthful, healing,
courageous, encouraging, and restrained. Consider- does your speech reflect God’s grace?
Is your speech biblically bound, or just spiritually decorated and situationally shifting? Is
your tone an accurate representation of God? Take a moment and pray, asking God to
reveal where growth may be needed in this area.

Thursday: v.11b “If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides”-
one of the many benefits of being a Christian is that God is with us, equipping, enabling,
and empowering us to do what God has called us to do. Truly, self-reliance is not a ministry
strategy- without God’s strength, we can become exhausted, even burned out. That is not
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what God wants for us! Serving with God’s strength begins with being strengthened, which
begins with spending time with God, being filled with God’s presence and power, receiving
direction and guidance, resting in God’s promises, and trusting in God’s grace. In closeness
with God, we become increasingly aware of what God is calling us to do, and become
inspired to serve as God leads. We gain a renewed purpose and deeper meaning for our
lives. Especially as we are to reflect God through our serving and speech, then that
necessitates us growing closer and closer to God. Serving with God’s strength is not a lazy
passivity- we still need to do the work- but it’s a dependent diligence. We can work hard,
but not claim that the power by which we are doing so is us. This helps to safeguard against
burnout, with the unhealthy thinking that if we stop, everything will collapse. God wants us
to be healthy, and that means we go at the pace God desires for us (remembering that God
designed the Sabbath for us!). This also helps to keep us healthy spiritually, avoiding pride,
claiming that we did it all on our own. It also protects against the unhealthy spirit of
resentment from wanting praise and feeling unappreciated. Grumble-free serving becomes
possible when it is God-enabled, not ego-fueled. Consider the ways you are serving- is that
what God has called you to do? Does God want something more, less, or different? Are you
trying to serve by your own strength? If so, why? Is anything you are doing coming from an
inner emptiness, or maybe trying to prove yourself? Or, are you serving from overflow
(God’s supply), reflecting God, growing in grace, and enjoying the many blessings? If you
are struggling, ask God for help. If you are feeling weak, ask God for strength. If you are
feeling unable to do what you believe God is calling you to do, place it allin God’s hands
and draw close to God. Pray, and rest in God’s promises, knowing God has something for
you to be doing, to serve in Jesus’ name, and that God will be the one to do it through you.

Friday: v.11b “so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” -1 tend to
circle all the “so that’s” in my Bible because it’s the purpose clause- the “why.” Why are we
to use our spiritual gifts to serve others, why are we to guard our speech, why are we to rely
on God’s strength- Why? To praise God, to point to Jesus Christ, to reveal who God is,
reflect God’s goodness and care, and share the gospel message of grace. THAT’S Why! So
often, people in churches can get caught up in so much that has nothing to do with why we
are doing any of it. The church is to be the light of Christ to the world! A place of healing,
hope, and renewal. It’s not about getting everyone busy, or “success” by the world’s
standards. It’s about God being recognized as God- seen by how we work together, speak
to one another, and serve one another. “Through Jesus Christ”- this is important because
Jesus is the revelation of God’s glory- his compassion, suffering, death, and resurrection
reveal God’s sacrificial love, power, and victory. In a sense, our speaking and serving should
relate to the expression of Jesus’ love, humility, truth, sacrifice, courage, and endurance.
The point of all ministry is not that people would admire the person doing it. Rather, the
point, the why, is for people to be drawn toward Jesus- his character, his kingdom, his
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grace, his hope, his salvation. Have you ever done ministry that pointed to you instead of
Jesus? Have you ever been part of a ministry that pointed to Jesus, and people responded
to that grace? If so, describe it. What would all our ministry look like, and be like, if it were to
point to Jesus? How can we ensure that is what we are doing in every area of ministry? Take
a moment and ask God to open your eyes to it all- that you would see and know what God is
calling you, and our church, to do- that we would always point to Jesus Christ and give
praise.

Saturday: v.11b- “To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.”- Peter
ends with a doxology (praise) as a theological anchor. To Jesus Christ be the “glory,”
doxazo in the Greek, meaning to honor, magnify. From biblehub.com, itis “to make
renowned, render illustrious, i.e. to cause the dignity and worth of [of God] to become
manifest and acknowledged.” We can tend to think of this as primarily happening in
worship, but as Christians, we are to have a lifestyle of worship- a life that glorifies God. The
church and her ministries and missions must always be glorifying God. When churches get
stuck in problems of the world, with division, pride, and striving for appearances rather
than true repentance and transformation, then they are not glorifying God. But when
churches are focused on the manifest presence of God, seeking God, praising God, and
following God- and this is experienced and witnessed by the love and grace shown to
others, then itis truly on the right track, glorifying God. “Power”- dominion, with supreme
authority, power, and strength. We are to live and minister in ways that glorify God, and we
receive the power of God to do so- the capacity to remain faithful when suffering, to have
peace that passes all understanding, to serve with endurance in the strength of the Lord, to
let go of our desire for self-will and choose God’s will, to overcome sin and become
transformed more and more into the likeness of Christ- all of this is through the power of
God. We cannot do it on our own, but God has promised us his power to do it. In Acts 1:8,
right before Jesus ascended, he said, “ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samairria,
and to the ends of the earth.” You, as a believer in Jesus Christ, have power! That power is
from God, and for God, just as our spiritual gifts. We need to claim it and live it! “For ever
and ever. Amen.”- this wasn’t just a message for the people back then, but God’s Word is
true yesterday, today, and always! “Amen” means “so be it”- a proclamation of trustin the
truth of the Word. So what is God revealing to you? How will you live this out? When in
doubt, as always, ask God. Take some time and intentionally glorify God today in the
various moments throughout the day. What are the many ways this can be done? Ask God
for wisdom, but also the power, to live as God has called us to live, and to reflect God’s
grace to the world. Amen!

Other items:
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Prayer Prompt: Here | am, Lord- use me

Sermon Title: People Who Serve

Responsive Reading

L: Giving God, You call us to serve as Jesus served
P: With love, humility, and sacrifice for others

L: We are the Church, the Body of Christ
P: The hands and feet of Jesus in this world

L: God of mercy, unite us in service and purpose
P: With hearts of compassion and self-giving love

L: May our service always be rooted in Your grace
P: Overflowing in good works and care for others
All: Giving God, give us strength and joy in serving You!

Unison Prayer

Lord, You have gifted us for service- for the common good and Your glory. Guide us
in Your vision for our church. Inspire us as we work together in ministry and mission.
Lead us to serve in the ways You are calling us. Strengthen and empower us in our
shared ministry. Give us servant hearts, filled with compassion and Christlike love.
Give us hearts like Jesus- more ready to serve than be served. God, break through
and open doors to new hopes and possibilities in our church and in our own lives-
and we will surrender and faithfully follow Christ into the new and unknown future.
May Your will be done. Amen!

Song Lyrics:
Gather Us In TFWS #2236

1. Here in this place new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away,
see in this space our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in —the lost and forsaken, gather us in the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2. We are the young- our lives are a mystery, we are the old- who yearn for Your
face,
We have been sung throughout all of history,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in- the rich and the haughty, gather us in- the proud and the strong;
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Give us a heart so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song.

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, Give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4. Notinthe dark of building confining, notin some heaven, light years away,
but here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Here | Am, Lord #593

1. |, the Lord of the sea and sky, | have heard my people cry
Allwho dwellin dark and sin My hand will save.
I who have made the stars of the night, | will make their darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall | send?

Refrain:
Here l am, Lord. Is it | Lord? | have heard you calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if you lead me. | will hold your people in my heart.

2. lthe Lord of the snow and rain, | have born my people’ pain
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
| will break their heart’s of stone, Give them hearts for love alone
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall | send? [Refrain]

3. |, the Lord of wind and flame, | will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread | will provide, Till their hearts be satisfied
I will give my life to them. Whom shalll send? [Refrain]

They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love #2223 TFWS

1. We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
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And we pray that all unity may one day be restored

Chorus
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love

2. We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land [Chorus]

3. We will work with each other, We will work side by side,
We will work with each other, We will work side by side,
And we’ll guard human dignity And save human pride: [Chorus]

4. All praise to the Father, from Whom all things come,
And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son,
And all praise to the Spirit, Who makes us one: [Chorus]

Format (this is a repeat from last week, and will be consistently present for anyone new
and as areminder for all):

Find a quiet place and time to focus on the Word, and to hear from God through it. It
doesn’t have to be long; for some, it will be longer than others. | encourage you, if possible,
to do this practice in the morning. You will then find that God brings it to your mind
throughout your day.

For greater impact, | encourage you to get some paper and a pen and journal daily what
thoughts and impressions God brings to mind. Write out also your own thoughts and your
own prayers, making sure to leave space within your time for God’s response. Listen
intently, and notice what rises up within you- what you are thinking, feeling, memories that
arise, and ideas that spring up. It may be something God would want you to address within
yourself and/or with others. It may be something God is inspiring you to begin or end. God’s
possibilities are infinite! After time, it is often beneficial to go back and read what you have
written, and notice how God has been moving in your life (and praise God for it!).

Begin with prayer, quieting yourself within and opening up to hearing what God would like to
reveal to you. Praise God for who he is, for loving you, being with you, and more. Then ask
God to speak to you; to open your heart and mind to hear his message. (if you are
journaling, you could write out the prayer)

Read the Scripture passage over twice; once as a read through, and the second time
slowly, meditatively. Notice what God illuminates for you. Notice what words or ideas are
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“jumping off the page at you,” impacting you from the Scripture. Ask God why that is being
highlighted for you. What is God saying to you? What is God asking you to say, do, change,
pray about, etc.? What is the application for my life today? **Most importantly- what am |
going to do about it? (If you are journaling, you could write it all out, which reinforces itin a
greater way)

| have put together some daily questions based on the Scripture. You may use those, but
also feel free to deviate away from them if God is leading you there. They are simply offered
to prompt contemplation with God. There is much more in this passage; feel free to delve in
more!

At the end of your time, pray again. | recommend praying throughout, but the ending prayer
would include praise, thanking God for revelation, and asking for the Holy Spirit to continue
to reveal, bringing to mind God’s will. Ask God for the courage, empowerment, and
opportunity to do what you have determined God is asking you to do.
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