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Greetings friends,

| ask that as we begin our spiritual journey together, we begin to take some time daily (if you are
not already) to read the Scripture and pray. | thought it would be beneficial for us to focus on
the same passage of Scripture for the week. This week, we will focus on Sunday’s texts (See
below). If you were not present in worship on Sunday and have not yet watched it, | encourage
you to do so. The Scripture used on Sunday was Mark 11:11-22.

This is the story of Jesus entering the Temple in Jerusalem after riding into the city the day
before on a donkey, as people laid down their cloaks and waved palm branches as he was hailed
as Messiah- the long-awaited king. It is the second day of Holy Week, and it is often
remembered for Jesus overturning the tables of the money-changers. In this passage, Mark
uses a literary technique often called the “Markan Sandwich.” The episode of Jesus overturning
the tables is “sandwiched” between Jesus cursing the fig tree and the later discovery that the
tree had withered. One scene interprets the other.

Throughout the Gospel, Mark moves quickly through Jesus’ ministry of teaching, healing,
deliverance, miracles, and even authority over storms. But here the pace slows dramatically.
The final third of the Gospel focuses on the last week of Jesus’ life. We see a Savior who is
deliberate and fully in control- One worthy of deep trust, faith, and obedience.

Format-this is a repeat from every week, and will be consistently present for anyone new and as
a reminder for all. It is listed at the bottom for review and for anyone who is new to this

exercise. Please remember that it is a suggestion. There is no pressure to do it in the format
suggested, to do everything on the days that are listed, or to even to answer all the questions.
Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you. If one question takes up the time because you are moved in
your spirit, then stay with it. The idea of this is to spend some intentional time with the
Scriptures, in the presence of God, and in prayer and reflection- in whatever way that works for
you!

Scripture: Mark 11:11-22 (NIV)

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at
everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 2 The
next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 2 Seeing in the distance a fig
tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing
but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 1* Then he said to the tree, “May no
one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 1> On reaching
Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were
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buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the
benches of those selling doves, ¢ and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise
through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of
robbers.”” 18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking
for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his
teaching. 1 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 2° In the
morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. %! Peter
remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” %2
“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.

Other Scriptures referenced:

Mark 11:23-26 22 “Truly | tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself

into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will
happen, it will be done for them. 2* Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 2> And when you stand praying, if
you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may
forgive you your sins.” [26] (*some manuscripts have v.26 with words similar to Matthew
6:15, “But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”)

Mark 27-33 ?’ They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the
temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28
“By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you
authority to do this?” 2° Jesus replied, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and | will
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 3° John’s baptism—was it from
heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!” 3! They discussed it among themselves and said,
“If we say, ‘From heaven, he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 32 But if we say,
‘Of human origin’ ...” (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a
prophet.) 33 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” Jesus said, “Neither will | tell you
by what authority | am doing these things.”

DAILY QUIET TIME WITH GOD:

Monday: v.11 “Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts”- this is the time of
the Second Temple. The first one was built around 960-970 BC, destroyed by the Babylonians
around 586 or 587 BC. King Nebuchadnezzar led the destruction, which also resulted in most of
the Israelites taken into captivity- exiled to Babylon. The Second Temple was built when Cyrus
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the Great gave permission, with Nehemiah, Ezra, and Zerubbabel leading the reconstruction.
Construction began around 536-520BC, and was completed around 516-515 BC. Around 19 BC,
Herod the Great expanded the Temple, making it one of the largest and most magnificent
temple complexes in the Roman world. Herod was a brutal leader, but he rebuilt the Second
Temple to gain favor with his Jewish subjects, align with a Roman-style city, and to make a great,
and prideful, show of power and grandeur. At age twelve, Jesus called the Temple “My Father’s
house” (Luke 2:49), and he returned on this day, what we now call “Palm Sunday,” exalted as
Messiah and King. V.11b “He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he
went out to Bethany with the Twelve.”- this wasn’t curiosity, it was a deliberate inspection. In 2
Chronicles 16:9, it says, “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen
those whose hearts are fully committed to him.” Nothing is hidden from the Lord, no matter
how much we may try to hide it. In Revelation 2-3, Jesus continues, as he “walks among the
lampstands” symbolizing the churches, and evaluates the faithfulness of believers. How does
that make you feel, and why? Jesus was a devout Jew, so this would not have been his first trip
to the Temple. This instance is different because it marks when Jesus would respond to what he
saw there. In this verse, Jesus deliberately examined how his “Father’s house” was living into
God'’s call for true worship, which is reflected in a transformed life. What he found was,
unfortunately, not what God desired. What do you think Jesus sees when he looks around in our
church, and also in our own personal “Temple”- in our hearts and lives?

It was late. It had been a long day, and Jesus’ response would be better to come in the morning,
when there were more people and activities were in full swing. Since Bethany was where his
friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, lived, it is suspected that he and the disciples stayed at their
home. Jesus took a purposeful pause, something we are encouraged to do for greater
discernment. Jesus had patience as he reflected on images of the Temple. The state of it played
through his mind throughout the night. Sometimes we may think that we got away with
something, that something was okay because there wasn’t a direct repercussion from God. Yet...
But God does see, and there will be a response- in God’s time. It is important for us to live into
God’s sanctifying grace, which convicts us when we’ve gone astray, leads us to repentance, and
guides us to live in God'’s righteousness and holiness. Take a moment and pray, asking God to
look around to see your thoughts and actions, and for God to reveal if repentance is needed.
When something arises (none of us are perfect- yet!), then confess and repent, turning back to
God and his ways. Praise the Lord for his grace!

Tuesday: v.12 “The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry”- this is the
Monday of Holy Week, and we are reminded of the hypostatic union- that Jesus is not only fully
divine, but he was also fully human, and he got hungry. Jesus’ hunger would result in a living
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parable that would inform our understanding of what would occur in the Temple. V.13a “Seeing
in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit”- This introduces the
literary device Mark used often, the “Markan Sandwich.” Mark would surround one event with
another, and it would interpret and comment upon the other. In this case, Jesus is hungry- not
only physically, but for spiritual fruit among his people. He longed for spiritual fruit. Throughout
the Old Testament, fruit was used to portray God’s presence and the subsequent transformation
of a life led by God. On a broader scale, fruit was used to symbolize Israel’s covenant condition.
Unfortunately, throughout time, God’s people lacked the fruit of God, and prophets bemoaned
God'’s judgment (Hosea 9:10; Jeremiah 8:13; Micah 7:1-2, etc). Jesus’ hunger and search for fruit
is shared in Mark’s gospel to speak toward the Lord’s continual search for righteousness among
his people. V.13b “When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs”- at first glance, it may seem as if Jesus was having an unrealistic expectation-
why would it have fruit when it wasn’t in season? But a fig tree will release small, edible buds
before the leaves ever appear. If a fig tree was in full bloom, covered in leaves, it would visually
indicate that it had fruit. Having all the foliage without even the edible buds made it clear that
this fig tree would never bear ripe figs. All of its energy was used for the showy leaves. Add to it
that Jesus is Creator, Lord of all Creation, yet the tree did not respond to his presence and
longing. Genesis 3:7 describes Adam and Eve sewing fig leaves together to create a covering for
their nakedness- an act of shame, brought on by sin. The leaves here are covering a lack of fruit,
the entire purpose for which it exists, another sin. Jesus would use this barren tree as a living
parable, an object lesson for the disciples. The leaves are the show with no substance, just as
Israel’s Temple worship.

God looks beyond our outward profession of faith (leaves) to our inner reality (fruit). Fruit is the
inevitable, and therefore expected, byproduct of genuine faith. As it says in Galatians 5, the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Real spiritual fruit comes from a lifestyle of repentance- being open to the conviction
and leading of the Holy Spirit, and participation in spiritual disciplines with openness, with
reading Scripture, worship, prayer, serving, etc. Spiritual fruit reflects the transformed life
through Christ. God understands our everyday needs and pressures, yet calls us to bear spiritual
fruit even in those everyday moments. In prayer, ask God whether your thoughts and actions
are in alignment with being a Christ follower. Are there any “leaves” that are showy, but actual
spiritual fruit is lacking? Interact with God about it, being open, honest, and vulnerable. Thank
God for his mercy and grace.

Wednesday: v.14 “Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And
his disciples heard him say it”- the same voice that calmed the sea, spoke directly to the tree,
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revealing his absolute authority over Creation. As it says in John 1:3, “Through him (Jesus Christ)
all things were made.” The curse is a divine proclamation of judgment from its Creator, as a
prophetic sign. Compare this to Jesus’ parable in Luke 13:6-9, “A man had a fig tree growing in
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the man who
took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree
and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ “‘Sir, the man replied, ‘leave
it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If
not, then cut it down.”” This was a warning of judgment to come for anyone who did not
“produce fruit”- living a transformed life, and therefore being a light to the world. In John 15:1-
8, Jesus gave the solution with his parable about the vine and the branches, instructing the
disciples to remain in him to bear fruit, and ending with, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” The cursing of the fig tree was
intentionally done for the disciples to hear it, preparing them for what they would encounter at
the Temple. In Scripture, Israel is frequently pictured as a fig tree, and God’s judgment was
coming.

V.15a “On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those
who were buying and selling there”- Jesus and the disciples went directly to the Temple that
Monday. That this occurred as he entered the Temple courts means it took place in the outer
court, the Court of the Gentiles. The Temple was designed with areas where different people
could gather. It had the inner sanctum, known as the Holy of Holies, where only a High Priest
could go, and only once a year on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). It contained the golden
lamps (menorah), the Table of Showbread, the golden altar of incense with golden censers, and
it was all blocked off by an enormous curtain. This was followed by the Court of Priests, which
contained the large altar for burnt offerings. Then came the Court of Israel for ritually pure
Jewish men. Then the Women’s Court, which was accessible to all Jews, men and women, for
worship. Then, finally, the Court of the Gentiles, which was a large paved area open to
everyone, including people who were not Jewish. With all the buying and selling of animals, the
exchanging of money, and gathering of people from all over, it was a very crowded and noisy
area. This is what Jesus and his disciples entered into. Since the current gathering was there for
the Passover, which celebrated the Feast of Freedom, the noise would’ve been exuberant and
even boisterous.

The Temple was the only place in the world where people could offer sacrifices to God. Whether
it be doves for those who were poor, or sheep for the Passover meal, or even cattle, people
taking the pilgrimage to Jerusalem would not have brought those animals with them, avoiding
the risk of them becoming injured, stolen, or even dying. The currency also needed to be
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changed, swapped out for coins minted at Tyre, largely due to reliably high silver content and
acceptance for the Temple tax. Interestingly, theologian Amy lJill-Levine notes that “there is no
indication that the vendors were overcharging or exploiting the people,” and stated, “Jesus is
not engaging in protest of cheating the poor” (from Entering the Passion of Jesus). The Temple
itself was enormous, estimated to be about the size of twelve soccer fields put end to end. Jesus
did this prophetic display in a certain area of a huge complex, so it did not actually stop all the
proceedings or any of the business that was going on. Instead, Jesus’ act was symbolic rather
than practical.

The Court of the Gentiles would have been crowded with people from all over, as it’s “for all
nations.” But the Temple was far more than a centralized religious institution for Jews and
others seeking to worship God. It was also central to Israel’s political and economic life. It served
as its version of the capital building, central bank, and even of Wall Street. “For most people
living in the city, the Temple was their means of employment. Politically, the Temple was the
power base and source of wealth for the priestly hierarchy, who ruled Judea under the Roman
governor” (NIV Application Commentary, pg. 445). The Temple had become loud, congested,
and transactional. The transactions were actually sanctioned by the Religious Rulers, as normal
and necessary components of the sacrificial system. The only space the nations had to pray had
become the noisiest marketplace.

But the entire point of the sacrificial system, instituted by God, was to bring awareness of
individual and collective sin and how sin hurts the heart of God. It was to reveal that God
desired repentance, symbolically offered through a sacrifice to atone for sin, bringing
forgiveness and restoration. Again, the goal was the fruit of repentance- that the people of God
would be a transformed community of faith as a light to the nations. Not a place where ritual
became simply an outer gesture without inner change.

Jesus began driving out those who were buying and selling there. Not only those who were
leading the commerce, but also those who came to participate. Many who were there were
sincerely trying to worship. The system itself, however, had shifted in a way that obscured the
heart of worship. The people were faithfully doing what they had always been taught to do. Yet
even faithful habits can lose their focus if the heart is no longer centered on God. Jesus had
already seen and prepared himself for this moment of action. In a reflective response to what
he had seen the day prior, he made deliberate actions as a prophetic statement of judgment.

Consider if there is anything crowding out space for prayer in your heart. Are there any ways
that you may hide behind religious structure and familiarity rather than true surrender? Is
participating in faith leading to inner transformation? If so, describe it. If not, why? Take a
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moment and pray, asking God to reveal your spiritual journey- how God has moved in your life,
the way you have grown, and the areas still needing to grow. Take time with it, praising God in
openness and thanksgiving.

Thursday: v.15b-16 “He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of
those selling doves, and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple
courts”- The Temple had become loud, crowded, and transactional in the very space meant for
prayer. The Court of the Gentiles- the only place where non-Jews could come near to seek the
God of Israel- had been overtaken by commerce and religious activity. What was meant to be
accessible had become obstructed. The system meant to draw people close to God, to increase
faith and transform lives, was blocking its very purpose. It also seems as if people were using
the Temple complex as a shortcut, a thoroughfare to move goods from one part of the city to
another. The holy had become convenient, and sacred space had become common space.

Again, Jesus did not do a full-scale overthrow. This would’ve impacted a small corner of the
enormous complex. Jesus also did not do any of this out of an out-of-control anger. It was
planned, controlled, and orchestrated as a symbolic prophetic statement. It was also risky- he
could’ve been arrested by the Temple police. But it was a necessary message of judgment upon
the religious system that had lost its way. V.17a “And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not
written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? - Jesus was quoting Isaiah
56:7, and | encourage you to read all of Isaiah 56:1-8. The people hearing Jesus’ quote would’ve
known the rest, which speaks of maintaining justice, doing what is right, and how those who
had previously been excluded, who genuinely “love the name of the Lord” (v.6) and follow God'’s
ways, that “these | will bring to my holy mountain, and give them joy in my house of prayer”
(v.7). The community of God was to be open to everyone who was seeking and following God.
The human barriers of segregation, disrespect, commerce, and lack of compassion and other
spiritual fruit were an injustice in God'’s eyes. The Temple and the Israelite people were always
intended to be a light to the Gentiles. The Temple was to be a place where the nations could
encounter the living God. The covenant with Israel was meant to bless the world (Genesis 12:3).
V.17b “But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.””- this is a quote from Jeremiah 7:11, and again,
the people would’ve known the rest of this prophetic word, and | highly encourage you to read
Jeremiah 7:1-15. It is also an absolute prophecy of judgment, a rebuke that occurred before the
destruction of the first Temple. The call is to “Reform your ways and your actions” (v.3), and it
calls out injustice. It points to those who are not following God, those doing things against God,
and yet retreat to the Temple believing they are “safe” (v.10). It declares that the house of the
Lord had become a “den of robbers.” A den is where the robbers hang out after committing
their crimes. It was denouncing the false security of those in the religious system, whose
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unchanged lives create harm in the world. The Temple had become a hiding place where people
assumed safety while their hearts remained unchanged. It’s important to note that Jesus was
not condemning sacrifice itself- God instituted it. He was confronting the illusion that religious
activity without repentance equals righteousness.

Jesus’ actions were not a temper tantrum, but a deliberate prophetic act flowing from divine,
righteous anger. This is very different than human anger that lashes out to retaliate or seek
vengeance. Righteous anger seeks to reveal and restore. It’s not detached fury or rage- it is
wounded holiness responding to covenant violation. Divine righteous anger flows from holy
love. It is the response of our God who cares deeply when what was meant for life becomes
distorted, and the love of God that is to flow through us is thwarted.

V.18 “The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to
kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching”- those in
charge of the religious systems were actively searching for a way to murder Jesus?! When
power and control are threatened, resistance follows. The religious leaders knew what Jesus
was accusing them of, and of course, he was right. That killing was their response, instead of
repentance, reveals that the tables needed to be overturned in their hearts.

Take a moment and invite the Holy Spirit to overturn anything within you that is not in
alignment with God'’s gracious love. Ask God to purify your heart and renew your mind as God
brings up anything to you. Thank God for his conviction that reveals, and his grace that restores.
God is good!

Friday: v. 19 “When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city”- it had been a
long, and likely heart-wrenching day. The leaders were no longer merely questioning Jesus- they
were seeking to kill him. The confrontation in the Temple was not just symbolic- it was the path
to the cross. As he often did, Jesus then withdrew. When reading through the Gospels, we
notice a rhythm to his ministry- engagement and retreat, proclamation and prayerful pause. He
is responsive, but never reactive. Everything unfolds with intentionality. Jesus and his disciples
stepped away from the crowds and the chaos, and | suspect he prayed. Luke 5:16 reminds us,
“Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” V.20-21 “In the morning, as they went
along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus,
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”’- this completes the “Markan Sandwich.”
The fig tree is a parable for the Temple. Jesus had cursed the fig tree earlier, when it was found
to have lots of leaves but no fruit. Now, in just one day, the tree withered- from the roots. Roots
are hidden beneath the surface. But life cannot be sustained when the roots are unhealthy. The
problem with the Temple was not merely the activity on the surface; it was deeper. The fruit of
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repentance had been replaced by ritual without transformation. The issue began at the roots-
with hearts that had slowly drifted and minds that were no longer fully set on God, which led to
the actions that dishonored God. God longs for spiritual fruitfulness. A life left unexamined will
experience a lack of fruit that eventually reveals itself. What begins as a subtle drift can become
spiritual dryness, maybe apathy, and distancing from God. Yet the warning of this passage itself
is mercy, because it invites us to return. The fig tree and the Temple stand together as a
prophetic warning: religious appearance without spiritual vitality, without a lifestyle of
repentance and a life that reflects God’s goodness and grace, cannot ultimately endure.

Jesus’ prophetic act foreshadowed what would happen in 70 AD, when the Temple would be
destroyed. But more than predicting the falling of a building, Jesus was revealing that access to
God would no longer depend on a structure. Jesus himself would become the true meeting
place between God and humanity- the true Temple (John 2:19-21). He was shifting the system
to apply to all of us- to our human hearts, where and how we encounter God, and the
continued expectation for spiritual fruit.

Take some time with God, and ask him to reveal if there is any spiritual drift in your life. If God
brings something to mind, invite God to restore in you a renewed zeal and love for God. If there
is dryness, ask for God'’s living water. If there is apathy, ask God to awaken your spirit with a
fresh encounter in his presence. Receive God’s grace, and give thanks.

Saturday: v.22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered”- this was in response to Peter noticing
that the fig tree had withered. After the inspection of the Temple and the fig tree, the turning of
the tables in the Court of Gentiles, and now the sight of the withered fig tree, the symbolism
would not have been lost on the disciples. And it must have deeply unsettled them. The Temple
was the center of their religious, cultural, and national identity. In that moment of uncertainty,
and perhaps even fear, Jesus spoke words of grounding and hope. “Have faith in God.” It’s a
message for us all. When our world feels shaken, our minds unsettled, and our hearts troubled,
we are invited to do the same- have faith in God. To have faith in God is not simply to believe
that God exists. Faith is trusting God’s character when life feels unstable. It’s confidence in
divine promises and holding onto the steadfast love and sustaining grace, regardless of what is
happening in our lives. Faith means bringing whatever we are experiencing and carrying before
God, releasing it into divine care, and opening ourselves to receive strength, endurance, and the
peace that passes understanding. V.23 ““Truly | tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go,
throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say
will happen, it will be done for them”- Mountains represent what feels immovable- what
seems permanent and secure. As Jesus spoke these words, they could likely see the Temple
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Mount. Something massive, something that felt immovable, the very center of religious life- had
just been judged by Jesus. Jesus wasn’t teaching that faith gives us control over circumstances
or the ability to command reality according to personal preference. But Jesus is emphasizing the
power of trusting God fully. Faith believes that no obstacle is beyond God'’s ability to move. Faith
rests in the conviction that even what appears immovable is not greater than the purposes of
God. Sometimes the “mountains” in our lives are not just the physical barriers of circumstances,
but fear, grief, uncertainty, or ingrained patterns of sin. No matter what it is, faith doesn’t deny
it or diminish it, but entrusts it to God. God works in many ways, and so we pray, asking God to
move the mountains in our lives. We continue to pray in faith and watch for how God will
respond.

V.24 “Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours”- Jesus connects faith directly to prayer. Believing in God, trusting in God,
leads us to bring everything before God- the mountains we long to see moved, the burdens we
are tired of carrying, and even the disappointments we struggle to understand. This isn’t
“convince myself it’s already done,” and it isn’t the New Age, “manifest the outcome.” In
context, it’s a call to pray with confidence in God’s goodness, power, and authority. This isn’t a
promise that every specific request will unfold exactly as we desire. We need to remember that
everything we are to pray is to be in God’s will- as it says in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy will be done.”
And it is a call to pray with confident trust- believing that God hears, that God cares, and that
God responds according to divine wisdom and abundant love. To “believe you have received” is
to pray with assurance that nothing placed in God’s hands is ever ignored. It’s confidence that
every prayer is held within the purposes of God, even when the answer comes differently than
expected. We pray, knowing that God is still at work- strengthening, sustaining, and shaping
hearts in ways we may not see yet. The Temple had been the central place for prayer- or at least
it was supposed to be. Now Jesus shifts the focus- access to God is not tied to a location, but to
a faith-filled relationship.

V.25 “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that
your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”’- Jesus didn’t separate faith from the
condition of the heart. Prayer and forgiveness are inseparable. Just as the Temple had become
crowded and obstructed, so can the human heart. Resentment, bitterness, and unresolved hurt
can block the openness that prayer requires. It can take root in the heart and slowly shape who
we become, affecting our thoughts, our relationships, and our spiritual fruit. Forgiveness is not
pretending the hurt didn’t happen. It’s not excusing or denying pain. Forgiveness is releasing the
weight of judgment into God’s hands. It’s refusing to let bitterness take root and harden the
heart. It’s often been said that unforgiveness is like drinking poison and expecting it to harm the
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other person. In reality, it harms the one who drinks the poison of unforgiveness, and it grieves
the heart of God. “So that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins” directly echoes the
Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:12, “and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us.” Immediately after teaching that prayer, Jesus said in vv. 14-15: “For if you forgive
other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do
not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” Forgiven people forgive. A
hardened heart resists grace. Take some time in prayer, bringing any hurt honestly before God.
Name it. Acknowledge it. And ask for the grace to begin releasing it. Forgiveness may not
happen all at once, but it begins with willingness.

The day before, Jesus overturned tables in the Court of the Gentiles and declared the prophecy
that God’s house was to be a house of prayer. The church is called to be a house of prayer- and
so are the hearts of all believers. Through prayer, God moves mountains. In prayer, God forgives
us, shapes us, and leads us. Ask God in prayer for your heart to become a house of prayer-
cleared of bitterness, rooted in trust, and sustained by grace. Remember that God is with you
and loves you!

Other items:
Prayer Prompt: Lord, shape me with Your mercy
Sermon Title: Turning the Tables

Responsive Reading

Leader: The Lord calls us to faithful love
People: Align our hearts with Yours, O God

L: The Lord calls for justice and righteousness
P: Let Your truth shape our lives

L: The Lord welcomes all nations to pray
P: Make us a house of prayer for all

L: The Lord clears what crowds out holy love
P: Cleanse us and make us whole
All: Holy God, purify our worship, transform our lives, and fill us with Your
healing love

Unison Prayer
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Holy and merciful God, You desire truth in our hearts and love in our lives. Search us and
lead us. Clear away what crowds out Your presence. Give us a hunger for righteousness
and a heart for mercy. Teach us to love as You love and to live for Jesus in all we do. God,
break through and open doors to new hopes and possibilities in our church and in our
own lives- and we will surrender and faithfully follow Christ into the new and unknown
future. May Your will be done. Amen!

Song Lyrics:

#428 For the Healing of the Nations

1. For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord;
for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords;
To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word,
help us rise and pledge our word.

2. Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace.
Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase,
fear will die and hope increase.

3. All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned;
pride of status, race, or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan.
In our common quest for justice may we hallow life's brief span,
may we hallow life's brief span.

4. You, Creator God, have written your great name on humankind;
for our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind,
that by our response and service earth its destiny may find,
earth its destiny may find.

#384 Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest.
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Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

4. Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.

TFWS #2149 Living for Jesus

1. Living for Jesus a life that is true,
striving to please Him in all that | do,
yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, this is the pathway of blessing for
me.

Refrain:
O Jesus, Lord and Savior, | give myself to Thee;
for Thou, in Thine attonement, didst give Thyself for me.
| own no other master; my heart shall be Thy throne.
My life | give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone.

2. Living for Jesus, who died in my place, bearing on Calv'ry my sin and disgrace-
such love constrains me to answer His call, follow His leading, and give Him
my all. [Refrain]

3. Living for Jesus wherever | am, doing each duty in His holy name,
willing to suffer affliction or loss, deeming each trial a part of my cross!
[Refrain]

4. Living for Jesus through earth's little while, my dearest treasure, the light of
His smile, seeking the lost ones He died to redeem, bringing the weary to find
rest in Him! [Refrain]

Format (this is a repeat from last week, and will be consistently present for anyone new and as
a reminder for all):
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Find a quiet place and time to focus on the Word, and to hear from God through it. It doesn’t
have to be long, for some it will be longer than others. | encourage you, if possible, to do this
practice in the morning. You will then find that God brings it to your mind throughout your day.

For greater impact | encourage you to get some paper and a pen and journal daily what
thoughts and impressions God brings to mind. Write out also your own thoughts and your own
prayers, making sure to leave space within your time for God’s response. Listen intently, and
notice what rises up within you- what you are thinking, feeling, memories that arise and ideas
that spring up. It may be something God would want you to address within yourself and/or with
others. It may be something God is inspiring you to begin or end. God’s possibilities are infinite!
After time, it is often beneficial to go back and read what you have written, and notice how God
has been moving in your life (and praise God for it!).

Begin with prayer, quieting yourself within and opening up to hearing what God would like to

reveal to you. Praise God for who he is, for loving you, being with you, and more. Then ask God
to speak to you; to open your heart and mind to hear his message. (if you are journaling, you

could write out the prayer)

Read the Scripture passage over twice; once as a read through, and the second time slowly,
meditatively. Notice what God illuminates for you. Notice what words or ideas are “jumping off
the page at you,” impacting you from the Scripture. Ask God why that is being highlighted for

you. What is God saying to you? What is God asking you to say, do, change, pray about, etc.?
What is the application for my life today? **Most importantly- what am | going to do about it?

(If you are journaling you could write it all out, which reinforces it in a greater way)

| have put together some daily questions based upon the Scripture. You may use those, but also

feel free to deviate away from it if God is leading you there. They are simply offered to prompt

contemplation with God. There is much more in this passage, feel free to delve in more!

At the end of your time pray again. | recommend praying throughout, but the ending prayer
would include praise, thanking God for revelation, and asking for the Holy Spirit to continue to
reveal, bringing to mind God’s will. Ask God for the courage, empowerment, and opportunity to
do what you have determined God is asking you to do.
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